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OBSERVATIONS 

ON THE /FaMe anu Composition op 

^ MEASURE for MEASURE. 
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V. X M B Story is taken from Cinthh*s Nrve/sp Decad, 8« 

, / Kovcl 5. Pope. 

^ There is perhaps not one of Shakspere's plays more dark- 
ened than this by the peculiarities of its author, and the 
unskilful ness of its editorsi by distortions of phrase, or neg<* 
ligence of transcription. ]oh n so n • 

This story was attempted for the scene before our author was 
fourteen years old, by one George Whetstone, in Two Comicaf 
Discourses^ as they are called, containing the right excellent 
and famous history of Promos and Cassandra, printed with 
the black letter, 1578, The author going that year with 
sir Humphrey Gilbert to Norimbega, left them with his friends 
to publish. Th £ o b a l d . 

I cannot but suspedt that some other had new- modelled thf^ 
novel of Cynthio, or written a story which in some particular'? 
resembled it, and that Cynthio was not the author whom 
Shakspere immediately followed. ITie emperor in Cynthio is' 
named Maximinei the duke, in Shakspere's enumeration of 
the persons of the drama, is called Vincentio. This appears 
a very slight remark ; but since the duke hasno name in the 
play, nor is ever mentioned but by his title, why should he be 
called Vincentio among the p'ersoffs, but because the name 
was copied from, the story, and placed superfluously at the head 

of 
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of the list by the mere habit of tranicription ? It is therefore 
likely that there was then a story of Vincentiot duke of Vienna, 
different from that of Maximine, einperorof the Romans. 

Of this play the light or comick part is very natural andl 
pleasing, but the grave scenes, if a few passages be excepted* 
hav^ m6re labour than elegance* The plot is rather intricate 
than artful. The time of th« 7^\6n is indefinite ; some time« 
we know not how much, must have elapsed between the recctt 
of the duke and the imprisonment of CI audio ; for he must 
have learned the story of Mariana in his disguise, or he delCi* 

« 

gated his power to a man already known to be corrupted. Th9 
uoities of adion and place are sufficiently preserved, ^ov^v $ov. 

The- Fable of Whetstone's Promos and Cassandra, 15 7 S. 

<* The Argument of the whole Historyt,** 

*< In the cyttie of yulh (somedmes under the: dominkm of 
Corvinus<^ kynge of Hungarle and BoemU) there was a lawe,> 
that what man soever committed adultery^ should lose hishead^ 
and the woman oHiender should wear some disgnised appard^ 
during her life, to make ber infamously noted* This severe 
lawe, by the favour of some mercifuU magistrate , became, little 
regarded, untill the time of lord Promts, Taxdhontjt : ^ho con* 
viding a young gentleman named Andrugio of incoatinency, 
condemned, bqth him and his minion, to the execution of this, 
statute. . Andruiffu had a very virtuous and beautiful gentle^ 
woman to his sister, named Cassandra : Cauaxdj-A, to enlarge 
iier brother's life, submitted an humble petition to. the lord. 
promos : Promos regarding her good behaviours^ and fantas](ing 
her great beawtie, was much delighted with the sweete order o£ 
her talke : and dpyng good, that eviU might come thereof: for 
& time he repryv'd her brother : but wicked man, touroing \as^ 
U]png into unUwfaU lust, he set downe the spoile of her honour, 

raunsome 
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HuBflome. for her brother's Ufa : chaste Caffandra^ abhonyng 
.both him and his sute, by no ^rsuasion would yeald to this 
xaunsome. But in fine, wonos with the importunitye of her 
brother (pleading for life) : upon these conditions, she agreed to 
Promos, First, that he should pardon her brother, and after 
jhafry her'. Promos as fearlesse in ptt)misse, as carelesse in per- 
formance, with sotlemne vowe sygned her conditions : but worse 
then any infydell, his will satissfyed, he performed neither the 
one nor the other : for to keepe his audlhoritye, unspotted with 
favour, and to prevent Cassafulrae*9!c\simont he commaunded 
the gayler secretly, toftesentCassatu/rawith her brother's head. 
The gayler, with theoutcryesof>4M^rj/^/0(abhorryng Promos 
kwdcnes) by the providence of God« proirided thus for his safety* 
He presented Cassandra with a felon's head newlie executed* 
who (being mangled, knew it not from her brother's, by the gay* 
ler, wha-was setat libertie) was so agreeved at this trecherye, that 
at the point to kyl her self, she spared that stroke, to be avenged 
of Promos, tAnddevysingaway, she concluded, to make her 
fortunes knowne unto the kinge. She (executing this resolution] 
was so highly favoured of the king, that forthwith he hasted ta 
do justice on Promos : whose judgement was, to marrye Cajfan» 
dra^ to repaire her erased honour: which donne, for hishainout 
ofiencc he should lose his head. This marryage solempnised» 
Cassandra tyed in the gi;eatest bondet of affedlion to her hus- 
band, became an earnest suter for his life : the kinge (tendringt 
the generall benefit of the comon weale, before her special ease, 
although he favoured her much) would not graunt her sute. 
Andrugh (disguised amonge the codipany) sorrowing the griefli 
of his sister, bewrayde his safety, and craved pardon. The 
kinge, to renowne the vertues of Cassandra^ pardoned both 
him, and Promos, The ctrcusutsacee of thia rare historye, ia 
a^ion liyelye foloweth." 

B fnttttoMfp 
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Whetstone, however, has not afforded a verycorreft analysit 
t)f his ^lay, which contains a mixture of comic- scenes, between 
k Bawd, a Pimp, Felons, Sec, together with some serious sitaa- 
tions which are not described. St-ejevsns* 



lDratnat{0 pftfonae* 

ViNCENTio, Duke of Vienna, 

A N G E L o. Lord Deputy in the Duke's absence. 

Esc A L u s, an ancient Lardy joined luith Angela in the defu^ 

tat ion, 
C L A u D I o , a young Gentleman, 
Lu c I o, a Fantastic 6. 
.*♦ T'UfO otberiiie Gentlemen, 

" *Var Rius, a Gentlematty Servant to the Duke J** 
Provost, 

J»'>'''''^lt'wo Friars, 
Peter, ) 

•« A Justice," 

"Elbow J a simple Constable, 

"** VkotHj a foolish Gentleman.** 

CloHvny Servant to Mrs, Over-done, 

Abh ORSON, an Executioner, 

B A R N A R D 1 N E , a dissolutc Prisoner, ■ ^ 

WOMEN. 

Isabella, Sister tb Claudia, 
•Mariana, betrothed to Angela, 
Juliet, beloved of Claudia, 
Francisca, a Nun, 
Mistress Over-done, a Bavfd, « 

Guards, Officer's, and other' Attendants, 

Sc%ii v., Vienna, 

* Varrius mi^ht be omitted, for he is only once spoken to, and «ayi nothing. 

* jfohmen. 
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ACr L SCENE I. 

TAe Duke's Palace. Enter Duke, E s c A LU s, 4ind Lofds* 

Duke, 

£ S C A L U S, 

Escal, My lord, 
. Duke, Of government the properties to unfold. 
Would seem in me to affeft speech and discourse j 
Since I am put to know, that your own science, 
Exceeds, in that, (he lists of all advice 
My strength can give you : " Then no more remains, 
** But that your sufficiency, as your worth is able, 
" And let them work." The nature of our people. 
Our city's institutions, and. the terms lo 

For common justice,. you arp as pregnant in. 
As art and ^ra^lice hath enriched any 
That we remember : There is our commission, 
From which we would not have you. warp. — Call 
hither, 

Bij I say. 
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I say, bid come before us Angelo.-^ 

What figure of us think you he will bear? 

For you must know, we have with special soul 

Eledted him our absence to supply ; 

Lent him our terror, drest him with our love : 

And given his deputation all th^ organs - bo 

Of our own power : Wliat think you of it } 

Escal, If any in Vienna be of worth 
To undergo such ample grace and honour^ 
It is lord Angelo« 

Enter Angelo. 

Duke, Look where he comes. 

Ang. Always obedient to your grace's will» 
I come to know your pleasure. 

Duke, Angelo, 
There is a kind of charafter in thy life 
That, to the observer, doth thy history gp 

Fully unfold : Thyself and thy belongings 
Are not thine own so proper, as to waste 
Thyself upon thy viitues, them on thee. 
Heaven doth with us, as we with torches do ; 
Not light them for themselves : for if our virtues 
Did not go forth of us, 'twere all alike 
As if we had them not. Spirits are not finely touch*d. 
But to fine issues : nor nature never lends 
The smallest scruple of her excellence. 
But, like a thrifty goddess, she determine^ 46- 

Herself the glory of a creditor. 
Both thanks and use. But I do bend my speech 

T0 



To one that can my part in him aiiMi^rtise : - -^ ^■■. 
Hold therefore Angelo I . i , . . / 

In our rempvei. be tbou at faU4>Hi:9elf : . 
Mortality apd mercy, in Vienna . .: 

Live i«Cthy tongue and he^ : Ql(l£scaljus>. 
Thdugh first in.qve^iga^ is thy ^econd^ry -. . ^ v 
l>kethy.comviis»ioQ. ' ..,:.,... . . .^ . 

( Ang, Now, good my lordy i, , 50 

X^t there be somfe more- ^est-mad^ of my metal^ ^'i 
Before SQlnoble and so great a figure 
Be stamped updn it." . . • . " 

Duke. «< No more evasion :•' * 

Wc have ifrith a leavea'd.iLad prepared choke : _ 
Proceeded to you : therefore take your hpnours. . .: : 
Y Our hastQ fbom hence \^ of so quick conditiooft . 
** That it prefers itself> ,and, leaves unquescion'd ,. \ 
** Matters of needful value." WesbskU write to you»' 
As tirii^and our .conoerhifigs shall 4iV|>Qrt|ine,v -§o 
How it s^oes with us s and do look to know 
What doth befall you here. So^ fare you well : 
To the hopeful execution do I leave you 
Of your commissions,! 

At^. Yet, giveleave> my lord/ •' ' *' 
That we may bring ypii sc^ething on the wfi> » 
^ Z!i(i«,, My haste may apt admit it; . > 

Nor need you, on mine honour^ have. to do . * 
"JV^ith amy scruple ; your $cope is as mine own 
So to inforce, or qualify the laws, 7* 

As to your soul seems good. <* G^vc meyQuirhapd}** 
yXi TpMly away ; I love the people, 

H'W] But 
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But do not like tOiSttge me to their eyes « 
Though it do well, I do not relish wAl 
Their loud applaufei mud jitfe*^ v«h«ment | 
Nor do I think the man of sftfe discntion. 
That does aiFeft it. Once moi^y iave y^ia wcIL 
jing» The be«veiM give tafisty to yynir pur^ses t 
Efcal. Lead forth^ and b^ing yott back in happi^ 
ncss ! 79 

Duke. I thtiik you t Fare jcnx weU* [l*it^ 

Escal, I ^all detir^ you, sir, to give me leave 
.To have free speech with you \ << and it concerns me 
<< To look into the bottom of my place :*' 
A power I have \ but of what strength aii4 nature 
I am not yet inscru6ted. 

Ang, *Tis so with me X'^1^ us wicbdraw tog^ether, 
And we may soon our satisfdfUon haw 
Touching that point. 
£.iaU* I*U ivaut upon yoor honour* [ixeuni. 



f^ 



*< SCENE II. 

* ^ The Greets Enter L u c i o, aad tzvo Gest^en, 

** Lmo. If the duke, with th< other dtilies, come 
<< not to composition wkh the klfig of Hungary, why^ 
«< then all the dukes b8^ iipoh the king* 

<< 1 6ff««. Heaven gr^nt \x$ its. pe|ice> but not the 
•• king of Hungary's f 

*^ % Grmf. Ameoi 



<« Ludo. Thou C6ncludn« liktf the »anftiiiioni<M]S 
<< pii*ate, tlurt went to sea whh tlie t«ii comm&nd-' 
<< ments, but scfap'd <])M ottt «f tlie tabid. 

** fi (?e«t« Tbou shadtnat t»k\} 

** X«a0. Ay, that he razM. lod^ 

^ I C^u W]^k 'tw»»aomiimaiidiBt!iit to command 
<< the captain and all the rest from their fun^tons i 
** they put ^Mth to steal t 'there's iMt a soldier of us 
^ all^ that, in the that4t$giiHiflg before meat) doth 
** relish the petition well that prays for peace. 

<* s Gent, I never heard any soldier dklike it. 

*• Ludo, I believe thee ; for, I think, thou AeVcr 
*• wast wiMre grace was Aaid. 

** 2 Gent. No ? a dozen timed ^ least. 

^« 1 Gent, What, in mrtre ? no 

** Lucifi, In any pr<^r€i<»n| or in any langna|^e. 

*« 1 Gent, { thiid^, Of in anyreli^on. 

«« Lucio* Ay ? why not i Grace ia ^ee^ despi^ht 
•* of idl oootroversy i As for exampk ) Thou thyself 
« ait a wiclied villaini de^p^t <if aH gi-aoe. 

" 1 Gent. Well, there went but a pair of sheers be- 
** tween us, 

** Lycifi, I grant j a3 tkcre mty between the lists 
^* and the velvet : Thou art tb< Ikt. iigr 

^ 1 (»«R/« And thou the velvet : tbou art good vel- 
<* v«r ) tbo« art a three^pird ^ece^ I warrant thee : 
^ J had as lief be a li$t of an English kersey> as be 
« pilM, as thou art pird, for a Frendl v^et. Do 
<< I fipeak liMUngly now i 

. «< ludo. I think Uiou doit i andt indeed^ i^h mo$t 

«« painful 
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** painful feeling- of thy speech : I wiU» out of thine 
<f pwn confession, learn to begin thy health's - bofi* 
«* whilst I IWer forget to drink, after thee. •* 

** 1 Gent. I thinkyi have done myiself wrong) have 
VI: not? ,. ■ • 150 

; << tGe9t. Yes» that .thou ha$tj whether thou art 
*f tainted, or free. •» 

, <* Lucio. Behold^ behold, where madam Mitigation^ 
<< comes ! I have purchased as many disease* under 
•* her rppf, as come to— ** 

'• 2 Gf7^, To what, I pniy } . . 

:<* 1 G«/, Judge. ^ » 

" 2 GenL To three thousand dollars a year. . ; j* 

** 1 Gf «^. ^y, and more. • > • 

r,*f Ludo, A French crown more. . » 140 

V' I Geni. Thou art ..always figuring diseases in me : 
•* but thou art. full of error j I an|i sound. / . » 

(5 Lu^io, Nay, not, as one would say, healthy } but 
i( ^ sound,' as things that are hpUow : thy bones. are 
5< hollow I itVipiety has^ inade a feast of thee, i > 

'** Enter Bawd'. * ' ' • ' 

. «* 1 Gen^. How now J Which of your hips has the 
^ -most profound 3ciatica? . : '*- 

• *< Bawd. Well,, well ; there's on? yonder arrested, 
f< and carry'd to priaon, was wort]> five thousand of 
f* you all. , 150 

: «* i.G<«i., Who's that, Ipr'ythee? 
*^ Bawd. Marry, sir, that's ClaudiO|SigniorClaudilatf 
«♦ I Gcju, Claiudio to prison] 'tss.iiQt ^0. . . * 
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** Bawd. Nay, but I know 'tis so : I saw him arrest- 
** ed ; saw him carry'd away j and, which is more, 
** within these three days his head is to be chopped oiF. 

*< Luch. But, after all this fooling, I would n6t have 
«* it so ? Art thou sure of this ? 

** Batud. I am too sure of it : and it is for getting 
*^* madam Jidietta with child. 160 

*' Lucie, BeKeve me, this may be : he promised to 
** meet me two hours since ; and he was ever precise 
** in promise-keeping. 

'< £ Gent, Besides, you know, it draws something 
*' near to the speech we had to such a purpose. 

** 1 Gent, But most of all agreeing with the pro- 
^* clamation. 

** Lucia. Away ; let*s go learn the truth of it. 

*< iExeunt. 

*' Manet Bazud. 

<* Bawi, Thus, what with the war, what with the 
<' sweat, what with the gallows, and what with po- 
<' verty, I am custom-shrunk. How now \ what's 
*« the news with you ? ift 

** Enter Clown, 

** Clown. Yonder man is carry'd to prison. 
<< Bawd. Well ; what has he done f 
^' Clown. A woman. 
<< Ba^td. But wj)at*s his offence \ 
*< Clown, Groping for trouts in a peculiar river. 
** Baxf/d. What, is there a maid with child by liim ? 
*• <« Clown. 
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** Claum* No ; but there's a woman -with mard by 
«« him : You have not heard of the proclamation, have 
" you \ iSl 

«« Bawd. /What proclamation, man ? 

<< Clown. All houses in the suburbs of Vienna must 
«« be pluckM down, 

<* 5flo;</. And what shall become of those in the city ? 

** Clown. They shall stand for seed : tliey had gone 
<* down too, but that a wise burgher put in for them, 

<< Bawd. But shall all our houses of resort in the 
'< suburbs be pUll'd down ? 

<« Clown. To the ground, mistress/ 

<* Bawd. Why here's a change, indeed, id^c com- 
**monwealth! What shall become of me ? - 19c 

« Clozxm. Come ; fear not you : good counsellors 
«* lack no clients : tliough you change your place, you 
•« need not change your trade i Til be your tapster 
♦* still. Courage : there will be pity taken on you : 
«* you that have worn your eyes almost out in. the 
<< service, you will be considered, 

*' Bawd. What's to do here, Thomas Tapster? 
*^ Let's withdraw. 

** Cloztm. Here comes signior Claudio, led by the 
** provost to prison ? and there's madam Juliet. 20ft 

** lExeuni Bai»d and "Cioum^^* 



SCENE 
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Enter Provost, Claudio, Juliet, and Officers \ 
Luc 10 and two Gentlemen, 

CJaud, Fellow, .why dpst thou shew me thus to the 
world ? 
Bear me to prison, where I am committed. 

Prov. 1 do it not in evil disposition, 
But from lord Angelo by special charge. 

Claud. Thus can the demi-god, authority. 
Make us pay down for our offence by weight. — 
The words of heaven ; — oh whom it will, it will j 
On whom it will not, so 5 yet still 'tis just, 

Lticio. Why, how now, Claudio ? whence comes 
this« restraint ? 212 

Glaud. From too much liberty, my Lucio, liberty : 
As surfeit is the father of much fast, 
. So every scope by the- immoderate use 
Turns to restraint : Our natures do pursue 
(Like rats that ravin down their proper bane) 
A thirsty evil j and, when we drink, we die. 

Lucio. If I could speak so wisely under an arrest, I 
would send for certaii#of my creditors : And yet, to 
say the truth, I had as lief have the foppery of free- 
dom, as the morality of imprisonment.— What's thy 
offence, Claudio } 223 

- Claud. What,ibut to speak of, would offend ag&in. 

Lucio, What is it ? murder ? 

Claud. No. 
* - ' /3 Lucio^ 
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Lucia, Lechery ? 

Claud. Call it so. 

Prov, Away, sir j you must go* 

Ciaud, One word, good friend : — Lucio, % word 
with you. 

Lucio. A hundred, if theyUI do you any good.-^- 
It lechery so look'd after ? S39 

Ciaud, Thus stands it with me, — ^Upon a true con« 
tra6t, 
I got possession of Julietta's bed ; 
You know the lady ; she is fast my wife, 
Sav»that we do the denunciation lack 
Of outward order : this we came not to. 
Only for propagation of a dower 
Remaining in the coffer of her friends ; 
From whom we thought it meet to hide our love. 
Till time had made them for us. But it chances. 
The stealth of our most mutual entertainment. 
With chara6ter too gross, is writ on Juliet. S4g 

Lucio, With child} perhaps ? 

Claud, Unhappily, even so. 
And the new deputy now for the duke^ — 
Whether it be the fault and glimpse of newness $ 
-Or whether that the body public be 
A horse whereon the governor doth ride, 
Who, newly in the seat, that it may know 
He can command, let's it straight feel the spur : 
Whether the tyranny be in his place, s^a 

Or in his eminence that fills it up, 
I stagger in s — But this new governor 

4 Awakes 



. ■* ft 

ABl, MEASURE FOS. MEASTTRC* ij 

Awakes me all the enrolled penalties. 

Which liave, like unsecured annour, hung by the 

wail, 
So long, that nineteen zodiacks have gone round. 
And none of them been worn ; and, for a name. 
Now puts the drowsy and negiedled a6l 
Freshly on me : — 'tis, surely, for a name. 

Lucio4 I warrant, it is : and thy head stands so 
tickle on thy shoulders, that a milk-maid, if she be 
in love, may sigh it off. Send after the duke, and 
appeal to him. 264 

Claud. I have done so, but he's not to be found. 
I pr'ythee, Lucio, do me this kind service : 
This day my sister should the cloister enter. 
And tliere receive her approbation ; 
Acquaint her with the danger of my state : 
Implore her, in my voice, that she make friends 
To the strift deputy 5 bid herself assay him 5 
I have great hope in that : for in her youth 2 •'a 

There is a prone and speechless dialeft. 
Such' as moves men j beside, she hath prosperous art 
When she will play with reason and discourse. 
And well she can persuade. 

Liicio. I pray, she may : as well for the encourage- 
ment of the like, <* which else would stand undei" 
«« grievous imposition;'* as for the enjoying of thy 
lif^, who I would be sorry should be tlius foolishly lost 
at a game of tick-tack. I'll to her. 

Claud* I thank you, good friend Lucio. 282 

C Lucio. 
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Zucto. Within two hours,- 

Claud,. Come, officer, away. [Exeunt. 



SCENE IV. 



A Monastery* Enter Duke and Friar Th o M A $ . 

Duke. No 5 holy father ; throw away that thought j— 
Believe not that the dribbling dart of love 
Can pierce a complete bosom : why I desire thee 
fo give me secret harbour, hath a purpose 
More grave and wrinkled than the aims and ends 
pf burning youth. . 

Fri, May your grace »peak of it ? 

Duke. My holy sir, none better knows tlian you 
How I have ever lov*d the life rcmov'd j spg 

And held in idle price to haunt assemblies, 
Where youth, ^id cost, and witless bravery keeps. 
I have delivered to lord Angelo 
(A man of stricture, and firm abstinence) 
l^y absolute power and place here in Vienna^ 
And he supposes me travelled to Poland $ 
For so I have strew'd it in the conimrn ear. 
And so it is receiv'd $ Now, pious sir. 
You will demand of me, why I do this } ^q% 

Fri. Gladly, my lord. 

Duke* We have stri^ statutes^ and most biting 
laws 
(The needful bits and curbs for head-strong steeds^ 
Which for these nineteen years we bav^ let sleep i 

4 Even 
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Evien like an o'ergrown lion in a cave, 

That goes not out to prey : Now, as fond fathers 

Having bound up the threatening twigs of birch^ 

Only to stick it in their children's sight. 

For terror, not to use ; in time the rod 

Becomes more mock'd, than feared : so our decrees. 

Dead to infii^lion, to themselves are dead; 313 

And liberty plucks justice by the nose ; 

The baby beats the nurse, and quite athwart 

Goes all decorum. 

« 

Fri, It rested in your grace 
To unloose this ty'd-up justice, when you pleas*d*i 
And it in you more dreadful would hare seem*d» ^ 
Than in lord Angelo. 

Duke, I do fear, too dreadful : 
Sith 'twas my fault to give the people scope, 3fft 
•Twould be my tyranny to strike, and gall them^ 
For wliat I bid them do : For we bid this be done. 
When evil deeds have their permissive pass, 
And not the punishment* Therefore, indeed, my 

father, 
I have on Angelo imposed the office ; 
Who may, in the ambush of my name, strike home, 
•* And yet, my nature never in the sight 
** To do it slander :" And to behold his sway, 
I will, as 'twere a brother of your order^ 351 

Visit both prince and people : therefore, I pr'ythee, 
Supply me with the habit, and instrudt mc 
How I may formally in person bear me 
Likfc a tnie friar More reasons for this action, 

Cij At 
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At our more leisure shall I render you ; 
Only, this one : — ^Lord Angclo is precise ; 
Stands at a guard with etivy ; scarce confesses 
That his blood flows, or that his appetite 
Is more to bread than stone : Hence shall we see, 
If power change purpose, what our seemers be, 

^ ,_: _ 

SCENE K 

A Nunnery, Enter Isabella and Franciscan 

Isab, And have you nuns no farther privileges ? 

Nun» Are not these large enough ? 343 

Isab, Yes, truly ; I speak not as desiring more j 
But rather wishing a more stri6t restraint 
Upon the sister-hood, the votarists of saint Clare. 

Lucio. {Within'] Ho I Peace be in this place ! 

isab. Who's that which calls ? 

Nun. It is a man's voice : Gentle Isabella, 
Turn you the key, and know his business of him ; 
You may, I may not 5 you are yet unsworn : 
When you have vow'd, you must not speak with men. 
But in the presence of the prioress : 353 

irhen, if you speak, you mu^t not shew your face ; 
Or, if ygu shew your face, you must not speak. 
He calls again j I pray you answer him. 

[£xi>Francisca. 
^ Isab. Peace and prosperity I Who is't that calls V* 

£ntfr 
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EnUr Lvcio. 

Lucio, Hail, virgin, if you be ; as those cheek- roses 
Proclaim you are no less 1 Can you so stead me> 
As bring me to the sight of Isabella, 
A jiovice of this pl^ce, and the fair sister 
To her unhappy brother Claudio } 36* 

hab. Why her unhappy brother ? let mc ask ) 
The ratjier, for I now must make you know 
I am that Isabella, and his sister. 

Lucio, Gentle and fair, your brother kindly greets 
you: 
Nat to be weary with you, he's in prison, 

hab. Woe me ! For what ? 

Lucio, For that, which, if myself might be hh 
judge. 
He should receive his punishment in thanks s 
He hath got his friend with child, 

Isab, Sir, make me not your story. 37t 

Lucia, ^Tis true x — I would nqt (th<W$h *tis my 
familiar sin 
With maids to seem the lapwing, and to jest. 
Tongue far from heart) play with all virgins so : 
I hold you ^s a thing enskyM, and sainted : 
** By. your renouncement, an immortal spirit }'• 
And to be talked with in sincerity. 
As with a saint. 

** hab. You do blaspheme the good, in mocking me. 

<< Lucie, Do not believe it* Fewness and truths 
'tis thus : 
<< You^ brothef and, his lover luiva embrac'd-i ^8% 

Ciij «As 
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<< As those that feed grow full ; as blossoming time 
** That from the seedncss the bare fallow brings . 
** To teeming foyson } so her plenteous womb 
<* Expresseth his full tilth and.husbandry.'* 

hab. Some one with child by him? — ^My cousin 
Juliet ? 

Lucid* Is she your cousin ? 

hab, Adoptedly J as scho6Umaids change tlieir 
nameS| 
By vain though apt aiFe^tion, 

Lucio. She it is. 

Isab. d, let him marry her J 39^ 

Lvcio, This is the point. 
The duke is. very strangely gone fron\ hence j 
<* Bore many gentlemen, myself being one, 
*« In hand, and hope of a6i:ion : but we do learn 
" By those that know the very nerves of state, 
<*^ His givings-out were of an infinite distance 
« From his true-meant design/' Upon hia place. 
And with full line of his authority. 
Governs lord Angelo 5 A man whoae blood 
Is very snow-broth 5 ** one who never feel» 40|ii 

<* The wanton stings and motions of the sen^ \ 
<^ But doth rebate and blunt his natural edge 
♦« With proifits of the mind, 3tudy and fast." 
He " (to give fear to use and liberty, 
*< Which have, for long, run by the hideous law, 
** As mice by lionsy* hath pickM out an a6t. 
Under whose heavy sense your brother's life 
Falls into forfeit : he arrests him on it j . 

And 
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And follows close the rigour of the statute. 

To make him an example : all hope is gone, 412 

Unless you have the grace by your fair prayer 

To soften Angelo : and that's my pith 

Of business 'twixt you and your poor brother. 

Uab, Doth he so seek his life ? 

Lucio, Has cen^urM him 
Already; and^ as I hear, \ the proyost. hath 
A warrant for his execution. 

hab, Alas ! what poor ability's in me 
To do him good ? 

Ludo, Assay the power yoli have. 499 

U(^, My power I Alas I I doubti— 

Luciq, Our doubts are traitors, 
And m^e us lose the good we oft might win» 
By fearing to attempt : Go to lord Angelo, 
And let him leani to know, when maidens sue. 
Men give like gods \ but when they weep and kncel^ 
All their petitions are as truly theirs 
As they themselves would pwe them. 

hab. Ill see what I can do. 

Lucio. But, sp^edily^ .4.311 

hok. . I will about tt^strait ; 
No longer staying but to give the mother 
Notice of my , affair. I humbly thank you . : 
Commend me tq my brother : soon at night 
I'll send hyii certain word of my success. 

lucio. I take n>y leave of you. * 

hab. Good sir, adieu. 



ACT 
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ACT II. SCENE L 



W ' I ' 



Angelo's Housjg. Enttr Angelo, Escalvs, a 
Justice^ Frovost^ and Attendants. 

Angela. 

We must not make a scare-crow of the law \ 
Setting it up to fear the birds of pr^y, 
And let it keep one shape, till custoin make it 
Their perch, and not their terror. 

Escal. Ay, but yet 
Let us be keen, and rather cut a little, 
Than fall, and bruise.to death : Alas ! this gentleman^ 
Whom I would save, had a most hoble father. 
Let but your honour know, (whom I believe 
To be most strait in virtue) • ao 

** That, in the working of your own affe^ions, 
'< Had time coherM with place, or place with wishing^ 
** Or that the resolute ailing of your blood 
** Could have attain'^the cffeft of your own puiy 

pose,** 
Wjacther you had not sometime in your life 
ErrM in this point which now you censure him. 
And puli'd the laW upon you. 

Ang. 'Tis one thing to be tempted, EacaUi&t 
A'nother thing to fall. " I not deny, 
♦* Tlie jury, passing on the prisoner's life, so 

^* May, in tlie sworn twelve, have a tliief or two 
<* Guiltier than him they try j What's op«A made to 
justice, 

«« That 
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*« That justice seizes. What know the laws, 

<< That thieves do pass on thieves ? ^Tis very pregnant^ 

** The jewel that we find,, we stoop and take it,^ 

'' Because we see it ; but wha^ we do not see,. 

" We tread upon, and never think of it." 

You may not so extenuate his offence, 

For I have had such faults ; but rather tdl me, 

When I that censure him do so offend, 30 

Let mine own judgment pattern out my death. 

And nothing come in partial. Sir, he must die^ 

Escal, Be it,, as your wisdom will. 

Ang. Where is the provost ? 
. Prcfv, Here, if it like your hcmour* 

Ang. See that Claudio 
Be executed by nine to-morrow morning : , 
Bring him his confessor, let him be prepared; 
For that's the utmost of his pilgrimage. [Exit Proo. 

Escal, Well, heaven forgave himl and forgive us 
all! 
Some rise by sin, and some by virtue fall : 41 

Some run from brakes of vice, and answer none ; 
.And some condemned for a fault alone. 

*« Enter Elbow, Froth, C/ow«, Officers^ &c. 

*^ Elb. Come, bring them away: if these be good 
*^ people in a common-weal, that do nothing but use 
*^ their abuses in common houses, I know no law: 
/' bring them away. 

** Aug, How now, sir ! What's your name f and 
<< what's the matter ? . 

« Elb. 
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'<* Ei^, If it please your honour, I am the poor 
*< duke*s constable, and my name is Elbow ; I do lean 
*« upon justic«, sir, and do bring in here before your 
" good honour two notorious benefavtors. 

*^ Ang. Benefa6lors? Well; what benefaftors are 
« they ? are they not malefactors ? 

*' Kth. If it please your^ honour, I know not well 
«f what they are : but precise villains they are, that I 
•* am sure of; and void of all profanation in the 
<* world, that good christians ought to have. 59 

•' EscaL This comes off well; here's a wise officer. 

** Ang, Goto: What quality are they of ? Elbow 
« is your name? Why dogt thou not speak^ Elbow ? 

" Clown. He cannot, sir; he's out at elbow, 

** Ang. What are you, sir? 

" Etb. He> sir? a tapster, sir; parcel-bawd; oi>e 
** that serves a bad woman ; whose house, sir, was, 
*< as they say, pluck'd down in the suburbs ; and now 
«* she professes a hot-house, which, I think, is a very 
" ill house too, 

*< EscaL How know you that ? 

" Elh, My wife, sir, whom I detest before heavei) 
** and your honour, — 71 

**' EscaL How ! thy wife ? 

** Elb. Ay, sir ; whom, I thank heaven, is an honest 
<* woman ;-^ 

« Escal, Dost thou detest her therefore? 

" Elb, I say, sir, I will detest myself also, as well 
** as she, that this house, if it be not a bawd's house, 
** it is pity of her life, for it is a naughty house. 

" EscaL 
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** Escal, How dost thou know that, constable? 80 

** £/^. Marry, sir, by my wife i who, if she Ivad 
** been a woman cardinally given, might have been 
** accused in fornication, adulteiy, and all unclean* 
'*« ness there. • 

** Escai, By the woman''s means? 

** £16, Ay, sir, by mistress Over-done's means : but 
** as she spit in his face, so she defy'd him. 

*' Clown. Sir, if it please your honour, this is not so. 

*' Elb, Prove it before these varlets here, thou ho- 
**nourable man, prove it. 90 

'< Escal, JOo you hear how he misplaces ? 

[72)Ancelo. 

** Clown • Sir, she came in great with child ; and 
** longing (saving your honour*a reverence) for stew *d 
** prunes; sir, we had but tjwo in the house, which at 
♦* that very distant time stood as it were, in a fruit - 
** dish, a dish of some three-pence ; your honours^ 
*' have seen such dishes ; they are not China dishes, 
^ but very good dishes. 98 

*^ Escal, Go to, go to ; no matter for the dish, sir. 

« Clown, No, indeed^ sir, not of a pin ; you arc 

<* therein in the right : but, to the point : As I say, 

** this mistresa Elbow, being, as I say, with child, and 

** being great bellyM, and longing, as I said, for 

*^ prunes ; and having but two in the dish, as I said^ 

^ master Froth here, this very man, havi^ig eaten the 

<' rest, as I said, and, as I say, paying for tliem very. 

'* honestly ;— -for, as you know, master Froth, I cou'd 

** not give you thaee pence again* 

«< FrotA. 
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** Froth. No, indeed. 

** Clorm, Very well \ you being then, if you be re- 
** member'd, cracking the stones of the foresaid prunes • 

^^ Froth. Ay, so I did, indeed. ii2 

«* Clown. Why, very well : I telling you then, if 
« you be rememberM, that such a one, and such a one, 
<* were past cure of the thing you wot of, unless they 
** kept very good diet, as I told you." 

« Froth. All this is true. 

«« Clown, Why, very well then. 

*<< EK€d. Come, you are a tedious fool : to the pur- 
*« pose. — ^What was done to Elbow's wife, that he 
** hath cause to complain of? come me to what was 
•« done to her. 122 

*< Clown. Sir, your honour cannot come to that yet, 

** Escal. No, sir, nor I mean it not. 

*• Clown, Sir, but you shall come to it, by your 
** honour's leave : And, I beseech yeu, look into 
«* master Froth here, sir j a man of fourscore pound 
** a year ; whose father dy'd at Hallowmas :— Was*t 
*• not at Hallowmas, master Froth ? 

**' Froth. AU-hoUond eve. 130 

** Clown, Why, very well : I hope here be truths : 
*• He, sir, sitting, as I say, in a lower chair, sir ;-^ 
** 'twas in the Bunch of grapes, where, indeed, you 
*< have a delight to sit, have you not ? 

*• Froth. I have so j because it is an open room, and 
«* good for winter. 

** Clown. Why, very well then 5 — ^I hope here be 
«« truths. 
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** Ang. This will last out a night in Russia, 
*A When nights are longest there : I'll take my leaver 
«< And leave you to the hearing of the cause | 14 1 
<f Hoping, you'jl find good cause to whip them all. 

<< Escal. I think no less : Good iQorrow to your 
lordship. , \_Exit Angblq* 

<< Mow, sir, come on : What was done to- Elbow's 
•' wife, once more } 

^* Clozun. Once, sir I there was nothing done to her 
«* once. 

** Elb. I beseech you, sir, ask him what this man 
•' did to my wife. 
. '< Clown, I beseech youi- honour, ask me. . 150 

*< EscaL Well, sir j what did this gentleman to her } 

*« Claum, I beseech you, sir, look in this gentle- 
<< miin*s face : — Good master Froth, look upon his 
<< honour ; 'tis for a good purpose : Doth your ho- 
** nour mark his face \ • 

** Escal, Ay, sir, very well. 

*' Clown, Nay, I beseech you mark it weU» 

"£icff/. Well, I do so-. 

** Clown. Doth your hoQcAuiseeany harm in his face? 

** Escal. Why, no;' * ■ , 160 

• *' Clown. V\\ be suppos'il ujpoh a book, his iace is 
** the worst thing about him.: Good then ; if his face 
V be the worst thing about hhu, how could master 
** Froth do the constable's wife any harm ? I would 
** know that of your honour, 

** EscaL He's in the right t certstable, what say you 
« to it^ 

D " Elk. 
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" Elb* First, an it like you, the house i$ a respeft- 
<< e4 house ; next, this is a respefled fellow ; and his 
<< mistress is a rcspe^ed woman. \yo 

'* Clown. By this hand» sir, his wife is a more res- 
<* pefted person than any of us all. 

*• Elb. Vskrlct, thou licst ; thou liest, wicjced varlet z 
'< the time is yet to comfc, that she was ever re$pe£ted 
** with man, woman, or cliild. 

** eloign. Sir^ she was respeded with hi ra before he 
<* marry 'd with her. 

«• i&jci|/. Which is the wiser here ? Justice or Ini- 
«< quity ? — Is this true ? lyp 

, ** Elb. pthoucaitifl:! Q thou varlet I O thou wicked 
^' Hannibal ! I respedied with her, before I was mar- 
" ry'd to her? If eVer 1 was respe£ted with her, or 
«* she with me, let not your worship think me the poor 
V. duke's officer : — Prove this, thou wicked Hsginifoa), 
*< or ril have mine aft ion of battery on thee, 

" Escal. If he. took you a box o* the ear, you might 
** have ypiu* aftion of slander too. . 

** Elb., Marry, I thank your good worship for it t 
** What is't your worship's pleasure I shall do with 
" this wicked caitiff? 190 

" Escal. Truly, officer, because he hath some offen- 
** ces in him, that thou would$t discover if thou 
*^ couldst, let him continue in iiis courses, till thou 
•' know' St what they are. 

" Elb. Marry, I thank your worship for it ; — ^Thoti 
<( seest, thou wicked varlet now, what^s pome upon 

" thee 5 
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** thee ; thou art to continue now, thou varlet \ thou 
** art to continue, 
•• Escal, Where were you bom, friend ? 

[7c>FR0Trf. 

" Froth. Here in Vienna, sir. aoo 

** Escal, Are you of fourscore pounds a year? 

** Froth> Yes, and't please you, sir* 

*< Escal. So.— ".What trade are you of^ sir ? 

[ To tkt Clottm, 
[ " Clown, A tapster ; a poor widow's tapster. 

** Escal, Your mistress's name } • 

*' Clown. Mistress Overdone. 

** Escal, Hath she had any more than one husband } 
'. ** Clown, Nine, sir ; Over-done by the last. 20S 

■*« Escal, Nihct-^Comc hither to me, master Froth. 
*^ Master Froth, I would not have you acquainted 
•« with tapsters ; they will draw you, master Froth, 
'< and you will hang them : Get you gone, and let 
<* me hear no more of you. 

*'*' Froth, I thank your worship: For minn own part, 
*' I never come into any room in a taphouse, but I 
** am drawn in. 

" Eual, Well ; no more of it, master Froth : fare- 
^< wel. — Come you hither to me, master Tapster j 
" what's your name, master Tapster I 

** Clown, Pompey. 220 

" Escal, What else? 

*' Clown, Bum, sir. 

<< Escal, Troth, and your bum is the greatest thing 
** about you ; so that, in tlte beastliest sense, you are 

Dij "Pompey 



312 MBASV&E FOIL MSASVRK. JiQ IL 

♦* Pompey Ac great. Pompey^ you are partiyabawd, 
** Pompey, howsoever you colour it in being tapster; 
<< Are you not } come, tell- me true ; it shall be the 
<< better for you. 

<* Clown. Truly, sir, I am a poor feUbw that wpuld live. 

" Escal, How would you live, Pompey r by being 
«* a bawd ? What do you thihk of the trade, Tompey ? 
^^ is it a lawful trade \ 238 

. •* C/Iw»«. If the law will allow it, sir. 

*< Es^al» But the law will not allow it, Pompey ; 
** nor it shall not be allowed in Vienna. 

*< Clown, Does your worship mean to geld and spay 
^* all the youth in the city ? 

<* Escal. No, Pompey ? 238 

** Clown* Truly, sir, in my poor opinion, they will 
** to't then: If your w(Mrship will tatoc oirdcrfor the 
** drabs and the knaves, yoUneed not to fearthe bawds. 

'< Escal. There are pretty orders beginnii^, I caa 
^< tell you : it is but heading and hanging. 

** Clown. If you head and hang all ^at oiFend that 
** way but for ten year together, you'll be glad to give 
*' out a commission for more heads. If this law hold 
•< in Vienna ten years. Til rent the fairest house m it, 
** after three pence a bay : If you live lo see this comfe 
** to pass, say, Pompey told you so. S49 

*^ Escal, Thank you, good Pompey : and in re- 
*' quital of your prophecy, hark you,^— I advise you, 
'< let me not find you before me again upon any com- 
** plaint whatsoever, no, not for dwelling where* you 
^' do i if I do, Pompey, I shall beat you to your tent, 

" and 
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<< and prove a shrewd Cspsar to you ; in plain' dealings 
<< Pompeyy I shall have you whipt: so, for this time, 
** Porapey, fare you well. 

** Clown. I thank your worship for your good coun* 
<< sel ; but I shall follow it, as the flesh and fortune 
'*' shall better determine. 266 

*< Whip me ? No, no : let carman whip his jade 5 
*• The valiant heart's not w*hipt out of his trade. [Exii. 
' *< Escal, Come hither to me, master Elbow j come 
•< hither, master constable. How long have you been 
•* in this place of constable ? 

** Elb. Seven year and a half, sir. 

** EscaL I thought, by your readiness in the office, 
** you had continued in it some time : You say, seven 
** years together ? 

" £/&H>And a half, sir. 270 

** EicAL Alas I it hath been great pains to you ! they 
** do you wrong to put you so oft upon't ; Arc ther« 
** not irien in your ward sufficient to serve it } 

*< Elb. Faith, sir, few of any wit in such matters : 
«* as they are chosen, they are glad to chuse me for 
«' them ; I do it for some piece of money, and go 
**> through with all. 

•* Escal, Look you, Iwring me in the names of some 
*' six or seven, tlie most sufficient of your parish. 

** Elb. To your worship's house, sir } ftS^ 

^ Escal. To my house : Fare you weU« 
** What's a clock, think you 

^* Just, Eleven, sir. 

^^ Escal. I pray you hom^ to diniler with iite. 

Diij *'/«'. 
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*' Just. I humbly thank you. 
. ** Escal, It grieves me for the death of Claudio ; ' 
** But there's no remedy, ' 

** Just, Lord Angdo is severe. 

<< Escal* It is but needful : 
<' Mercy is not itself, that oft looks so ; 290 

** Pardon is still the nnrse of second woe r 
" But yet,^— Poor Claudio! — Thci-c s no remedy. 
« Come, sir. [Exeuja. 



*' SCENE IL 

** Angelo^s house* Enttr Provost, and a Servant, 

** Serv. He's hearing of a cause ; he will come 
straight : 
« I'll tell him of you. 

" Prov, Pray you, do. lExtt Servanf] 111 know 
*< His pleasure $ may be, he will relent : Alas, 
** Ut hath but as offended in a dream ! 
** All 6e6ls, all ages smack of this vice ^ and he 
<• To die for it I— 300 

** Enter Aug ELO> 

** Ang. Now, what's the matter, provost ?" 
Prov. Isityourwill Claudio should die to-morrow? 
Ang. Did I not tell thee, yeae hadtit thou not 
order ? 
Why dost tliou ask again r 

Ptov. 



A3 JL MEASVRB FOR MEASURE. 35 

Prav. Lest I might be too rash : 
Under your good corredUon^ I have seen. 
When, after execution, judgment hath 
Repented o'er his doom. 

Ang, Go to ; let that be mine : 
Do you your office, or give up your place, 31® 

And you shall well be spar'd. 

Prov. I crave your honour's paMon. — 
What shall be done, sir, with the groaning Juliet ? 
She's very near her hour. 

Ang. Dispose qf her 
To some more fitting place ; and that with speed. 

iRi'enUr Servant,} 

Serv, Here is the sister of the man condemned, 
Delsifes access to you. 

Ang. Hath he a sister ? 

Prov. Ay, my good lord ; a very virtuous maid, 
And to be shortly of a sister^hood, 321 

If not already. 

Ang, Well, let her be admitted. [Exit Servant, 
« See you, the fornicatress be remov'd j 
*^ Let her have needful, but not lavish means ; 
*' There shall be order for it." 

Enter Lucio and Isabella. 

<« Prcv. Save your honour l" 
Ang. " Stay yet a while."-r- [To |sab..] You are 
welcome : : What's your will J • 

Jsa^s 
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Isaif, I am a woeful suitor to your honour. 
Please but your honour hear me. 330 

jing. Well ; what*s your suit ? 

Isa6, There is a vice, that most I do abhor. 
And most desire should meet the blow of justice ; 
For which I would not plead» but that I must ; 
For which I must not plead, but that I am 
At war, 'twixt will, and will not. 

Ang. Well ; the matter ? . 

Isa6. I have a brother is condemned to die : 
I do beseech you, let it be his fault, 
And not my brother. 340 

Prav, Heaven give thee moving graces I 

Ang, Condemn the fault, and not the a^lor of it I 
Why, every fault's condemned, ere it be done ; 
Mine were the very cypher of a.fun6lion> 
To And the faults, whose fine stands in record^ 
And let go by the a6lor. . . 

Isa^, O just, but severe law ! 
I had a brother then. — Heaven keep your honour. 

i.ucic. fToIsAB.] Giv*t not o'er so : to him again, 
intreat him ; 
Kneel down before him,- hang upon his gown ^ 359 
You are too cold : if you should need a pin. 
You could npt with more tame a tongue desire it : 
To him I say^ 

JsaS, Must he needs die ? 

Ang, Maiden, no remedy. 

Isa6. Yes ^ I do think that you might pardon him, 
Aod neither heaven^ nor many grieve at the mercy. 

Ang. 
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Ang» I will not do't. 

Isab, But can you, if you would } 35^ 

Ang. Look, what I will not, that I cannot do. 

Isab, But might you do*t, and do the world no 
wrong. 
If so your heart were touchM with that remorse 
As mine is to hnn ? 

Aug. He's scntenc'd 5 *tis too late. 

*< Lucio, You arc too cold, [T^Isabella." 

Isab» Too late ? why, no ; I, that do speak a word. 
May call it back again : Well, believe this. 
No ceremony that to great ones *longs. 
Not the king's crown, nor the deputed sword; 
The marshal's truncheon, nor the judge's robe, 370 
Become them with one half so good a grace. 
As mercy docs. 

If he had beerf as youi and you as he, 
Vou would have slipt, like him ; but he, like you, 
Would not have been so stern. 

Ang. Pray you, be gone. 

Isab. I would to heaven 1 had your potency, 
And you were Isabel ! should it then be thus f 
No ; I would tell what 'twere to be a judge, 
And what a prisoner. 389 

Lucio. [Aside.'\ Ay, touch him: there's the vein. 

Ang, Your brother is a forfeit of the law. 
And you but waste your words. 

Isab, Alas! alas! 
Why, all the soijls that were, were forfeit once; 
And He that might the vantage best have took» 

Found 
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Found out the remedy : How would you be. 

If he,, which is the top of judgment^ should 

But judge you, as you are ? Oh, tliink on that, 

And mercy then will breathe within your lips, 

Like man new made. 351 

An^, Be you content, fair maid : 
It is the law, not I, condemns your brother : 
Were he my kinsman, brother, or my son, 
It^iould be thus with him ; — he must die to-morrow. 

Isa6, To-morrow ? Oh, that's sudden ! Spare him, 
spare him ; 
*' He's not prepared for death ! Even for our kitchens 
** We kill tlie fowl, of season ; shall we serve heaven 
'*^ With less respeft than we do minister 
♦* To our gross selves?*' Good, good my lord, bethink 
you : 400 

Whe is it tliat hath died for thjs offence ? 
There's many have committed it, 

Ludo. Ay, well said. 

Aug, The law hath not been dead, though it hath 
, slept : 
Those many had not dar'd to do that evil. 
If the first man, that did the edi£^ infringe, 
'Had answer'd for his deed : " now, 'tis awake; 
*^. Takes note of what is done ; and, like a prophet, 
** Looks in a glass that shews what future evils, 
** (Either now, or by remissness new^conceiv'd, 410 
** And so in progress to be hatch*d and born) 
•* Arp now to have no successive degrees, 
♦* Put, er/e tlicy live, to end." 

Isaf\ 
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» 

Jsab. Yet shew some pity. 

Ang. I shew it most of all, when I shew Justice j 
For then I jMty those I do not know, 
Which a dismiss'd offence would after gall ; 
And do him tight, that, answering one foul wrong,' 
Lives not to a£^ another* Be satisfy'd $ 
Your brother dies to-morrow j be content. 426 

had. So you must be the first, that gives this seh- 
tence; 
Ajid he, that suffers : Oh, it is excellent 
To have a giant's strength ; but it is tyrannous, 
To use it like a giant. 

lticiQ» That's well said. 

Isah. Could great men thunder 
As Jove himself does, Jove would ne'er be^ulet, 
For every pelting, p^tty officer, 
Would use his heaven for thunder';- nothing but thun-- 

der. 
Merciful heaven I 43^ 

Thou rather with thy sharp and sulphurous bolt 
Split* St the unweclgeable and gnarled oak, 
Than the soft myrtle : O, but man, proud man, ' 
(Drest in a little brief authority ; 
Most ignorant of what he's most assur'd. 
His glassy essence) like an angry ape, 
Plays such fantastick tricks before high heaven, 
As make the angels weep ; '< who, with our spleens, 
*^ Would all themselves laugh mortal. 439 

** Lucio, Oh, to him, to him, wench : he -will relent, 
" He's coming ; I pcrcciy't." v • k 

Prcif. 



40 MEASURE F0& MEASURE. AS IL 

Prov, Pray heaven she win him ! 

Jsqb, We cannot weigh our brother with ovrself; 
Great men may jest with saints ; *tis wit in tliem i 
But, in th^ lessy foul profanation. 

«* Ltudo* ThouVt in the right, giH ; more o' that. . 

<< I sab. That in the captaia^s but a cholerick word, 
«« Which in the soldier is flat blasphemy* 

" Lucio. Art advis'd o'that? more on't,"' 

Ang, Why do you put these sayings .upon me ? 450 

Isab. Because luithority, though it err like others. 
Hath yet a kind of medicine in itself. 
That skins the vice o' the top : Go to your bosom ; . 
Knock there ; and ask your heart, what it doth know 
That's like my brother's fault : if it confess 
A natural guiltiness such as is his, . 
Let it not sound a thought upon your tongue 
Against my brother's life. 

Ang, [ Aside. "] She speaks, and 'tis 
Such sense, that my sense breeds with it. [To Isab.] 
Fare you well. 460 

Isab, Gentle, my lord, turn back. 

Ang, I will bethink me ; — Come again to-morrow. 

Isab, Hark, how I'll bribe you : ** Good my lordu 
turnback." 

Ang. How! bribe me? 

Isab, Ay, with such gifts, that heaven shall sharct 
with you. 

Lucio, You had marr'd all, else. 

Isab, Not with fond shekels- of the tested gold, 
Qr stones, whose rates are cither rich, or poor. 

As 
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As fancy values them : but with true prayers. 
That shall be up^ at heaven, and enter there, 470 
Ere sun-rise I prayers from preserved souls. 
From fasting maids> whose minds ai*e dedicate 
To nothing temporal. 

Ang< Well, come to me to-morrow. 

** Lucio* Go to; *tis well; \_Aside to IsAB.]] away/* 

IfoA, Heaven keep your honour safe ! 

Ang. Amen : 
For I am that way going to temptation, [Aside. 

Where prayers cross. 

hab. At what hour ,to-morrow 48^ 

Shall I attend your lordship ? 

Ang. At anytime 'fore noon. 

hab. Save your honour f [Exeunt "Lvcio and Is h^, 

Ang, From thee ; even from thy virtue ? — 
What's this? what's this ? Is this her fault, or mine ? 
The tempter, or the tempted, whoAins most? Ha f 
Not she J nor doth she tempt : but it is I, 
That lying, by the violet, in the sun, 
Do, as the carrion does, not as the flower. 
Corrupt with virtuous season. Can it be, 499 

That ntodeslty may raoire betray our sense 
Than woman's lightness? having waste ground 

. enbugh^ 
Shall we desire to raze the sanftuary, 
And pitch our evils there ? Oh, fie, fie, fie! 
What dost thou ? or what art thou, Angelo ? 
Dost thou desire her foUlly, for those things 
That make her good ? Oh, let her brother live : 

* E Thieves 
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Thieves for their robbery have authority, 

When judges s^eal themselves. What ? do I love her,' 

That I desire to hear her speak again, 500 

And feast upon her eyes ? ** what is*t I dream on T' 

Oh, cunning enemy, that, to catch a taint. 

With saints do«t bait thy hook ! most dangerous 

Is that temptatioft, that doth goad us on 

To sin in loving virtue : never could the strumpet^- 

With all her double vigour, art and nature. 

Once stir my temper ; but this virtuous maid 

Subdues me quite :— Ever, till now, 

Wben men were fond, I smird, and wondcr'd how. 



SCENE III. 

A Prison. Enter ^fiuie, habited like a Friary and 

Provost. 

Duke, Hail to you, provost ! so, I think, you are. 

Prov, I am the provost: What's your will, good 
friar ? 

Duke, Bound by my charity, and my blessM order, 
I come to visit the affli^led spirits 
Here in the prison : do me the common right 
To let me see them ; and to make me know 
The nature of their crimes, that I may minister 
To them accordingly. 

Prou. I would do more than that, if more were 

needful* 

Knter 
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Enter Juliet. 

\Look, here comes one; a gentlewoman '* of mine* 
*< Who falling in the flaws of her own youth, 590 
<* Hath blister 'd her report :" She is with child j 
And he that got it, sentenced : a young man 
More fit to do another such offence, 
, Than die for this. . 

Luke, When must he die ? 
Prov, As I do thinHi to-morrow,.*- 
I ligve provided for you } stay a while, [Tc^Juliet. 
And you shall be conducted, 

DuAe, Repent you, fair one, of the sin you carry ? 
Juliet, I do ; and bear, the shame most patiently. 
DuAe. I'll teach you how you shall arraign your 
conscience, ^31 

And try your penitence, if it be sound. 
Or hollowly put on. 
Juliet. Vl\ gladly learn* 
Duie, Loye you the man (hat wrong'd you ? 
Juiiei, Yes, as I love the woman that wi-ong'd 

him. 
Duk^, So then, it seems, your )nost offenceful a£t 
(Was mutually committed ? 
Juliet, Mutually. 

Dukf, The^i was your sin of heavier kind than his. 
Juliet, I do confess it, and repent it, father, 541 
Luke, 'Tis meet so daughter : But lest you do re- 
. pent, 
/U that the $in hath brought you to this shame,*?- 

f,i "Which 
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« Which sorrow is always towards ourselves, not 

heaven $ 
*' Shewing, we would not spare heaven, as we love it, 
** But as we stand in fear. — *' 

Juliet. I do repent me, as it is an evil j 
And take the shame w^h joy, 

DuAf. There r«st. 
Yoiu" partner, as I hear, must die to-morrow, 550 
And I am going with instnidtion to him : 
Grace go with you ! benedicite, [Exit, 

** Jtditt. Must die to-morrow ! Oh, injurious love, 
*< That respites me a life, whose very comfort 
" Is still a dying horror ! 

<* Prov, 'Tis pity of Jiim* [Exeunt.^* 

SCENE IV. 

A N G B LO*s Hotue. Enter An g e l o • 

Ang. When I would pray and think, I think and 
pray 
To several subjefts : heaven hath my empty words 5 
Whilst my intention, hearing noli my tongue. 
Anchors on Isabel : Heaven is in my mouth, 560 
<* As if I did but only chew its name ;" 
And in my heart, the strong and swelling evil / 
Of my conception : The state, whereon I studied. 
Is like a good thing, being often read. 
Grown fear'd and tedious ; yea, ray gravity, 
Wherein (let no man hear me) I take pride,, 

C»uld 
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Could I, with booty change for an idle plume 
Which the air beats for vain. Oh place ! oh form I 
How often dost thou with thy case, thy habit, 
Wrench awe from fools, and tie the wiser souls 570 
To thy false seeming ? '^ Blood, thou art but blood : 
'* Let's write good angel on the devil*§ horn, 
<« 'Tis not the devil's crest." 

f.nUr Servant* 

How now, who's there ? 

• $trv. One Isabel, a sister, desires access to you, 
Ang, Teach lier the way. [Solus,'\ Oh heavens ! 
Why does my blood thus muster to my heart, 
*< Making both it unable for itself^ 
*< And dispossessing all my other parts 
<* Of necessary fitness ? 589 

^< So play the foolish throngs with one that swoons j 
** Come all to help him, and so stop the air 
** By which he should revive : and even so 
V The genera], subjeft to a welUwish'd king, 
<' Quit their own part, and in obsequious fondness 
f « Crowd to his presence, where their untaught love 
<* Mu^t needs appear offence/* 

Enter Isabella* 

How now, fair maid > 
' Jsab, I am cpme to know your pleasure, 
■.4vg* That you might know itj^ \Y0uldmu9h better 
plpai^e me, 59? 

liMJ Than 
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Than to demand what 'tis. Your brother cannot 
live. 

Isab, Even sO? — ^Heaven keep your honour! 

[Going. 

Ang. Yet may he live a while ; and, it may be. 
As long as you, or I : Yet he must die. 

Isab, Under your sentence ? 

Ang. Yea. 

Isab, When, I beseech you ? that in his reprieve, 
Longer, or shorter, he may be so fitted. 
That his soul sicken not. 599 

Ang, Ha ! Fie,* these filthy vices ! It were as good 
To pardon hioiy that hath from nature stolen 
A man already made, as to remit 
Their sawcy sweetness, that do coin heaven's image 
In stamps that are forbid : <' 'tis all as easy 
<* Falsely to take away a life true made, 
'^ As to put metal in restrained means, 
«* To make a false one.^' 

Isab, 'Tis set down so in heaven, but not in earth; 

Ang, Say you so ? then I shall poze you quickly. * 
Which had you rather. That the most Just law 6i€> 
Now took your brother^s life ; or, to redeem hina, * 
Give up your body to such sweet uncleanuess, 
As she that he hath stain'd ? 

Isab, Sir, believe this, 
I had rather give my body than my soul. 

Ang, I talk not of your soul -y Our conipell'd sins 
Stand more for number than for accompt. . 

IsMb. How say you ? • 

Ang, 
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Ang. Nay, 1*11 not warrant that; for I can speak 
Against the thing I say. Answer to this,— 
I, now the voice of the recorded law. 
Pronounce a sentence on your brother*s life : 
Might there not be a charity in sin. 
To save this brother's life ? 

Isa3. Please you to do't, 
111 take it as a peril to my soul. 
It is no sin at all, but charity. 

Jng, Pleas'd you to do't, at peril of your soul. 
Were equal poize of sin and charity. 

JsaS, That I do beg his life, if it\e sin, 636 

Heaven, let me beai* it 1 you granting of my suit, 
If that be sin, 1*11 make it my morn prayer 
To Jiave it added to the faults of mine. 
And nothing of your, answer. 

Ang» Nay, but ^ar me : 
Your sense pursues not mine : either you are ignorant ; 
Or seem so, craftily ; and that^s not good. 

Isa6. Let me be ignorant, and in nothing good. 
But graciously to know I am no better. 

Ang, Thus wisdom wishes to appear most bright. 
When it doth tax itself : <* as these black masks 64 1 
*' Proclaim an enshield beauty ten times louder 
*< Than beauty could displayed."— But mark me j 
To be received plain, . 1*11 speak more gross : 
Your brother is to die. 

Isa6, So. 

Ang, And his offence is so, as it appear^ 
Accountant to the law upon that pain. 
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JsaS. True. 

j4ng. Admit no other way to save his life, 650 
* ( As I subscribe not that, nor any other, 
But in the loss of question) that you, his sister. 
Finding yourself desir'd of such a person, 
Whose credit with the judge, or own great plac«. 
Could fetch your brother from the manacles 
Of the all- binding law ; and that there were 
No earthly mean to save him, but that either 
You must lay down the treasures of your body 
To this supposed, or else let him suffer ; 
What would you 'do ? 

Isa6, As much for my poor brother, as myself > 
That is, were I under the terms of death. 
The impression of keen whips I'd wear as rubies. 
And strip myself to death, as to a bed 
That longing I have been sick for, ere Td yiel4 
My body up to shanie*. 

jing. Then myist your brother c(ic, 

IsaS, ^nd 'twere the cheaper way : 
Better it were, a brother dy'd at once, 
Than that a $ister, by redeeming him, €70 

Should die for ever. 

jing. Were not you then as cruel as the sentence 
That you have slandered so ? 

Isad, Ignorpiny in ransiom, and ffee pardon ^ 
Are of two houses : lawful mercy 
Is nothing kin to foul redemption. 

Ang, Y9U seem!d of late to make the law a tyrant ; 

And 
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And rather prov'd th« sliding of your brotbier 
A merriment than a vide. 

hob, O pardon me my lord ; it oft falls out. 680 
To have what we would have^ we speak not what wci 

mean: 
I somefhing do ekcuse the thing I hate. 
For his advantage' that I dearly love* 

Aug. We are all frail. 

Isab, Else let my br6ther die» 
*' If not a feodary, hut only he, 
'* Owe, and succeed by weakness/* 

Ang, Nay^ ^omeil are frail too* 

Isab, Ay, as the glasses where they view them- 
selves 1 ■ . ' 
Which are as easy broke as they make forms. 
*< ' Women !«-^Help iieaven ! men theii* ci^eation mar 
.** In profiling by them. Kayj call us tea times ^ 

frailV . 

For we are as soft as our complexions arte, , 
An4 credulous to faUe prints. 

Ang. 1 think tit well : 
And from this testimony of your own sex, 
(Since, I suppose, we are made to be no strongeff 
Than faults may shake our frames) let m& be bold,-- 
I do arrest your words; Be that you are. 
That is, a woman 5 if you be more,^ you're npne j 
Ifyod be one (ais you are well expressed 701 

By all external Warrants) shew it now. 
By putting on the destined livery. 

Isab, I have n<> tongue but one 4 gentle n^Jord, 

Let 
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Let me intreat you speak the former language, 

Ang, Plainly conceive, I love you* 

Isa6. My brother did love Juliet; 
And you tell me, that he shall die for it. 

Ang, He shall not, Isabel, if you give me love. 

Isa6. I know, your virtue hath a licence ih^t, 710 
Which seems a. little fouler than it is. 
To pluck on others. ' 

Ang, Believe me, on mine honour. 
My words express my purpose. 

Ifa6, Ha ! little honour to be much believed. 
And most pernicious purpose 1— >^< Seeming, seem- 
ing!" 

I will proclaim thee, Angelo ; look,for*t i 

Sign me a present pardon for iny brother. 

Or, with an out-stretch'd throat, 1*11 tell the world 

Aloud, what man thou art. 7tO 

Ang. Who will believe thee, Isabel ? 
My iinsoird name, the austereness of my life. 
My vouch against;^ you, and my place i* the statCf 
Will so your accusation over-weigh. 
That you. shall stifle in your own report^ 
Afid smell of calumny^ I have begun $ 
And now I give my sensual race the rein ; 
Fit thy consent to my sharp appetite $ 
Lay by all nicety, and prolixious blushes. 
That banish what they sue for 5 redeem thy brothor 
By yielding up thy body to my will j 731 

Or else he must not only cUe the death. 
But thy unkindness shall his death draw out . 

To 
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To lingering sufferance i answer me to-morroW| 
Or, by the afFe6tlon that now guides me most, 
I'll prove a tyrant to him : As for you, 
Sacy what you can, my false o'crweighs yotir true, 

' ^ [Exiti 

Isab. To whom should I complain? Did I tell 
this, 
Who would believe me ? O perilous mouths. 
That bear in them one and the self- same tongUe, 74^' 
Either of condemnation or approof ! 
Bidding the law ipajce court'sy to their will ; . 
** Hooking both right and wrong to the appetite, 
" To follow, as it^rawsT* Til to my brother: ' 
Though he hath fallen by prompture of the blood, 
Yet hath he in him such a mind of honour, ' ^ ^ ' 
That had he twenty heads to tender down' j^j 

On twenty bloody blocks, heM yield them up, 
Before his sister should her body stoop 
To such abhorrM pollution. 
Then, Isabel, live chaste, and, brother, die i 
More than oui* brother is our chastity • 
I'll tell him yet of Angelo's request. 
And fit his mind to death, for bis souPs rest. 



• \ 
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ACT III, SCENE h 



Tkt Prison* Enter Duke, Claudio, and Prwesti 

Luke. 

So, then you hope of pardon from lord Angelo I 

Claud. The miserable fastve no other medicine, 
But only hope : 

I have hope to live, and am prepared to die. 
Duke. Be absolute for death ; either death of 

life, 
Shall thereby be the sweeter. Reason thud with 

lifer- 
If I do lose thee, I <Jo lose a thing. 
That none but fools would keep : a breath thou art,' 
Servile to all the skiey influences 
That do this habitation, where thou keep'st, Sd 

Hourly afflift : merely, thou art death's foOl ; 
For him thou, labourist by thy flight to shun, 
And yet runnest toward him still: Thou art not 

noble ^ 
For alt the accommodations, that thou bear*$t. 
Are aurs'd by baseness : Thou art by no. means 

valiant ; 
For thou dost fear the soft and tender fork 
Of a poor worm : Thy best of rest is sleep. 
And that thou oft provok*st j yet grossly fear'st 
Thy death, which is no more, ** Thou art not 

thysclfj 

(• For 
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*« For thou exist'st on many a thousand grains 29 
*« That issue out of dust :*' Happy thou art not ; 
For what thou hast mit; still thoU stHv*st to get ; 
And what thOu hast, forget'st: "Thou art ngt 

certain; . . . 

** For thy complexion shifts to strange cfFefts, 
** After the moon ;" If thou art rich^ thou art poor ; 
For, like an ass, whose back with ingots boWs^ 
T|iou bear*st thy heavy riches but a journey, 
.And death unloads thee. % Friend hast thou.none ; 
For thy owii bowels, which do call thee sire, 
The mere effusion- of thy proper loins^ , . 30 

Do curse the gout, serpigo, and the rheum^ . 
. Fc^r ending thee no sooner : Thou hast nor youth^ 

nor age; 
^ Bi^t, 4s it were, an after-dinner*s sleep, 
Dreammg on both : for all thy blessed youth 
Becomes as agedf '' »nd doth beg the alms. . . ^ 
<* Of palsied eld ;" and^ when thou art old, and 

nch> . : 

•Thou hast neither heat, affeftlonj limb, nor beautjT 
To make thy riches pleasapt* t What's yet in this, 
That bears the name of life ? Yet in this life 
• Lye hid more thousand deaths : yet d^ath we fear, 
That makes these odds: all even* . ^ . . 4t 

Clattfl. I humbly thank ypu. . > 

To sue to live, I find, I seek to die ; > , 
And, seeking deaths f^nd life : L^ it C9mc oi)« 



t' finttr 



Inter Isabella. 

hab, Wliaf , ho t Prsice hsre ; grace And good 

company t 
Prov. Who's there ? Come in : the wish deserves a 

wdcDRie. 
ihrA^. Dear sir, ere Ion; 111 visit you again. 
Claud. Mott holy sir, I thank you. 
Jsab, >fy liutines^ H t word or two with Oaiidio. 
Pftfv* Aod^ twry welcome. Look^ signior, here's 

yiMir ttfiter. 
'Duke. Provoit, a word with you. 
Prov. Ab many as you please. 
Duke. B^iiig theih to: speak where I may be ton- 
ceal'd, 
Yet hear thein^ [Euiunt Dukt and Prcv^H. 

Claud*, Now, si^cr what's die comfort ? 
Isab. Why» as all comforts ^re t most goo4 in- 
dMde 
Lord Angelo, having affairs to heaven^ 
lAtiAds you for his swltt embassador^ 
Wllfltt you shall be an eVeriaBting leigcr : 
Therefore your best appointment make with speed ; 
Td-moftow yoii set on. 5i 

Claud, Is there no remedy ? 
Isab» None^ but such remedy, as, to Save a head* 
To cleave a heart Ih twain. 
CltMi, Bttfl is there any ? 
Isai. Yes, brother, you may live; 
There is a devilish mercy in the judge. 

If 
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If you'll implore it^ th^t will fr<f? yo)irlifcj., 
But fetter yoa till death. 

« C/aif^. Ferp6tUiil4ura«Cf ? 7© 

^^ hah. Ay> just, perpetual ilui^OCV Mi>ff^<^m« ' > 
^< Though all the worlds va^tidfty yc^ bil<^ 
«« To a detiarmind 8Cop«." 

C/atti. But ifi wiia^ nature { > 

ligb. In $uch a one as (yoi( conMntin^ (o^'O 
Would hark your honour from tl>at (runk. yau b^aT} 
And leave you naked. 

CloMd, Let me know the point. ... \ 

isak. Oh, I do fear the^f QhM>4H>t>.an4| quak^ 
Lest thou a feverous life shourdst entefiaiiHi 8ai 

And six or seven^nter^ in^re resped 
Tlian a perpetual honour. I^ar*»t thop di4$ ? 
The sense of deadi is most >n apprcheo^onj,^ . - / 
And the poor beetle, that we tr^ad Op^HQb 
In corporal sufferance, iinds a p^iig a§ qv^ 
As when a giant dies* ... 

Uaud. Why give you me this s!)jiine ?.. ^ 

Think you I can a resojutfOR'fttcb 
VT9m Sowtry ^'d^mess i If I miisf dj^r 
t will encounter d^^koess as a hti^, / . 

And hug it in miix^ annfi. gt 

Uab, Therf ^pak? »^y br^Afr } tbmj wy faihfr^ 

grave . . > 

Did utter forth a voice !- ¥9$^ |l^u sduat 4i^ : .« ./. 
Th9u art too nolajle to coi^f^ alife . • ;: 
In base appliance ji, Thi^ 0*j*twardysai|rtq4j^«pu|/,r^ 
M Whose settled visagp and #iibcral(^ word 
• ' Fij «Nips 
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** Nips yoiith r*tii* head, aiid foUits doth emmew, 
** As faulcon doth the fowl,*'^s yet a devil j 
•< His filth within bein^ ^*«t, he would appear ' 
«<ApoiKia§d^ashell." too 

Ciaud, The princely AngeAo ? ' - . * 

Zy<j;^. Oh, 'tis the cunning livery of hell, ' 
** The daTRfied'st body t1o'-invest and cover* ■ 
•' In princely guards !"• Dost thoti think,' Claudio, 
If I would yield* him my virginity, ^ ' 

Thou might'st be freed ? ^ . • 

Clqud, Oh, heavens ! it cannot be. - ' 

is^. "^%i'\i6 'yr^xWi give it thee, fop tlrfsS Vank of- 
♦ ' iincty '• » • • ^ 

So to offend him still : This 'night's the tinisd- 
That I slfeuid'do Vhat'Iabhor to name, . - i ■' iio 
Or else thou dyst to-morrow, 

Claud. Thdtt'fehaillnot'do*!. . • ■ ^ 

hab. Ohy were it but ihy Iffe, • 

I'd throw it down for your deliverance .... 
^s frankly as V pin, 
Claude Thanks, dear Isabels * .. . • 
Isab, Be re'ailyj Clau^io, fory^urdeAthto-mofrowt, 
Claud, Yes. — Has h^ affixations- in h'^m, • 
That thus can make him bite the law by thfe tiose \ '- 
When he wduld forde- it, sum' it is- no sin ; ' i 2q 
Or of the deadly scv^n it is the l^a^t. 

/j^Zi^, Which i# the least? '» 

Claud. If it wtfre damnable, he,- being so wise, ' 
Why woulii'hefor the momentary trick ' 

pe p^rdumbly fin'<l ? Oh Isabel | 
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liob. What say9 my brother^ r {■ , ! 

CVM' Pealh is^a ffarfgj ii)iog. : r ^ •. . 

C/a««f, Ay, lmt?od;^,,a«4f»Wtwtvhe<f| ' 
To lye in cvld «tkstni6^xm« j^nd <o i^l ? 1^9 

7i^s sensible warm motion to b^o^i^e . > 
A kneaded clod i and. ^ deljf)^ ^pip^.. : . .. > 
To batlie in fiery floods, or tp iseside . , ■ . 
In thrilling region of lbwk-ribb<4>C€ J i >n 
To be imprj«m*d imht: vi4wl«^^Mil»d$r.. .' ; 
And blown with restle^& vioieup^ IRQWl4 ^biivt . . 
The pendant world ; .©r tCf fef ^?«rw A|J\ Hff Hft ^ 
Of those, that lawless and inc^rtain thoughts 
Imagine howling I — ^*tts too fibrriblel 
TJi^wttrie$taiidjM6Vlo^$b^Worl4iy)iij^» . 140 
That age, ach, penury, and impriscmment / 

C9fi lay on nature, is a pai«4i^ - ' : '/ . ' 
To.what ivc f«»r fff 4esMJ>- 

Isai^ Ala»t ftlll^i . ,, h:;:: r 

What sin you do to save a brother's life, . ' . 

/m^. " Oh, you beast r* 
Oh, . lai^htesi ^i^nrar^ i . Qlw di^b^iwn vre^ ! , l^o 
WUt timu be I9a^ ft lAMif 9iit of mf'^MXi 

Ffi^m tbint pwA if^|e«r*s.fbM»e' What ^d^d I 
think? 

Hf^€n §hkW, my mottor ||a/d my iiMi)rr f^irl 

Fiij For 
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ypr' such a warped slip of wilderttfess. 

Nc*er issu*d from his blood. Take my defiaiice : ^ 

Die } perish ! might but my bending down 

Keprievc thee from thy fate, » it should proceed : 

1*11 pjray a thoiisahd pi*aycr« fbr-thy deai]i> 

No word to save thee. * .' i:i\> i^q 

Ciaud. Na^, hear me, Isabd.''-'' t • 

Isa6. Oh, fie, fie, «ei' .! . 

Thy sin> not atcidei^kl, butatrkd^ : 
Mercy tp thee-w^ld prove itself a bavr4 1 
^Tis besf that thowdy^t quickly # •' 

Ciaud* Oh, hearine, Isabella, ' 

^ DuAe. Vouchsafe- a word, yotMg^sisteri bitt one 
word. ^ ••^" • • • . -y^ar^: - . 
Isa6. What is your wiH ? ■ «=* ' '^ t6^ 
Duke, Might you dispense -wiih -fowr leisure, i 
would by and by have some speech' with you • the 
satisfaftion I would- require, is lik^^se yoor own be- 
nefit. *"• * re V. ,!..,' I .. ! 

hab, I have no superfltfious' Ulstire j ftVy' ^iajr must 
be stolen out of other affairs ;- b*f I»-wil*tttt(?iidf'you a 
while. ' ' •• '-'•' — . ••' • '* '"' • 

Da^^.' [7c>Ct AUDIO dn(k:y ^dtiS'lha'sfto^trAiOsir^ 
what hath ^a^t bctiveenf yoi> *Rd fc^r ^ster. <*Ang«Io 
had never the purjidse to corrup^-hteri^ ''only' he hath 
made an assay of her virtue, -to pradttsehis judgment 
with tlie disposition of natures : she, hiving the 
trutji' of honour in her, hath mjlde him 'that gracious 

denial, 
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denial, which he is most glad to receive : 1 am con- 
fessor to Angelo, and I know this to be true ; there- 
fore prepare yourself to death- Do not satisfy your 
resokition with hopes that are fallible: to-morrow 
you must die ; go- to your knees, and make ready. 

Clatid. Let me ask my sister pardon. I am so out 
of love with life, that I will sue to be rid of it. 

[Exit Claud. Re- enter Provost » 

Duke, Hold you there ; Farewel. Provost, a 
word with you. 19 1 

Prov, What's your will, father ? 

Duke, <* \\\2X now you are come, you will be gone : '' 
Leave me a whi.le with the maid > my mind promises 
with my habit, no Ipss shall touch her by my com- 
pany. 

Prov, In good time. ' [Exit Prov. 

Duke, The hand., that hath made you fair, hath 
made yon good : the goodness, that is cheap in beauty, 
makes beauty brief in goodness ; but grace, being 
the souVof your cottiplexion, should keep the body of 
it ever fair, The assault, that Angelo hath made tQ 
yort, ♦fortune hath convey' d to my understanding j 
and, but t'hat frailty hath examples for his failing, I 
should wonder at Angelo ; How would you do to 
cH>nrtent this substitute, and to save your brother ? 

Isab, I am now going to resolve him : I had rather 
my brother die by tlie law, than my son should be 
unlawfully born. But oh, how much is the good 
duke deceived in Angelo I if ever he returns, and I 
can speak to him, I will open my lips \xi vain| or dis- 
cover his government, a 12 

Duke^ 
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DuAfm Th«t shall not be much amisy : yet, as the 
matter now stands^ he will avoid your accu»;ition i 
He made trial of you only. — ^Therefore iasten your 
ear on my advisingi > to the love I have in doing 
good, a remedy presents itself. I do iqake my$elf 
l>eliev€, that you inay most uprighteously do a poor 
wronged lady a merited benefit ; redeem your brother 
from the angry law ; do no stain to your own gra- 
*cious person ; . and much please the absent duke,^ if 
perad venture, he shall ever return to have hearing of 
this bu.Niness. 

Isa^. Let me hear you speak further : I have spirit 
to do any thing, that appears not foul in the truth of 
my spirit. 

DuAe, Virtue is bold, and goodness never fearful* 
Have you not lieard speak of Mariana, thr sister of 
Frederick, the gy^c«t -soldier,- who miscarried at.sipa i 

hub. I have heard of the hidy^ and good w<wd« 
went with her oitme* as;^ 

Duke, Her sJu>uld thifi Ang^elo have niarryM ; wa» 
#ianc*d to her by oath^ and the nuptial appointed c 
between which time of- the contract, and limit of Ibe 
solemnity, her brodier Frederick was wrecked at sea, 
having in tlutit perish d Teasel the dowry of iu^ ($ister« 
But .mark, how. heavily this befel to the poor gentle^. 
woman : there ihe.lost a nobk and renowned brotlier, 
in his love toward her ever most kind and natur<|l;- 
with iiim the fXHTtion and sinew of Iter fortune, her 
marriage^owry ; with both, her ** combinate!' hus« 
band| tl^is well seeming Angelo, 940 

hah. 



Ail in. MEASVRE'FOIl MfiASI/RE. fit 

Jlsab, Can this be so ? Did Angelo so leave her ? 

Duke. Left her in her tears, and dry'd not one of 
them with his comfort; swallowed his vows whole, 
pretending, in her, discoveries of dishonour : in few, 
bestow 'd her on her own lamentation, which yet she 
wears for his sake ; and he, a marble to her tears,, is 
washed with them, but relents not. 
- kab* WJiat a merit were it in death, to take this 
poor maid from the world ! What corruption in this 
life, that it will let this man live ! — But how out of 
this can she avail } 

Duke; It is a rupture that you may easily heal : and 
the cure of it not only saves your brother, but keeps 
ypu f^m dishonour in doing it. 

ha6. Shew me how, good father. . 257 

Duke, This fore-named maid hath yet in her tlie 
continuance of her first aifedion ^ his unjust imkind- 
ness, that in all reason should have quenched her 
love, hath, like an impediment in the current, made 
it more violent and unruly. Go you to Angelo ; an- 
swer his requiring with a plausible obedience ; agree 
with his demands •* to the point ;*' only refer yourself 
to this advantage, — first, that your stay with him may 
not be long ; that the time may have all shadow and 
silence in it; and the place answer to convenience: 
tliis being granted in coui*se, now follows all. We 
shall advise this wronged maid to stead up your ap- 
pointment, go in your place ; if the encounter ac- 
knowledge itself hereafter, it may compel him to her 
jrecompence : ^d here, by this, is your brother saved, 

youj* 
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yoiir hdnour untainted > the poor Mariana ^dviin- 
titgedy and the corrupt deputy $caied. The maid 
will I frame, and make fit for his attempt. If you 
think well to carry this as you may, the douWeness of 
the beneiit defends the deceit from reproof. What 
thitik you of it ^ 

hab. The image of it gives me content already ; 
and, I trusty it will grow to a roost prosperous per* 
fe^ion* s8t 

Ihke,. <« It V»% much in your holding up :" Haste 
you speedily to Angeloj if for this night he intreat 
you to his bed» gtvie him pronwse of satisf46tioa. I 
will presently to St> Luke's ; there, at the inoatcd 
grange resides this deje£i:ed Mariafm : "at that place 
'< call upon me ; and dispatch with An^elo, that it 
'• may be quickly.". 

hab. I thank you for this comfort : Fare you wel)» 
good fatlier. [£x€unt.fevfraUj. 89a 



SCIS'E U. 



^Ae street* Ri-enttr Duke at a Friar^ Llbowj Clown\ 

and Oficcrs, 

FJhQw. Nay, If there be no remedy for it, but that 
you will needs buy and sell men and women like beasts, 
If e slmll have all the world drink brown and wliite 
i>astard. 

Duka* Oh, heavens! what stuff is hf re ? 
k •* Clown. 



i 
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** G&wH, ''Twas never merry workt, since, of two 
*• usuries, the merriest was put down, and the worser 
V alk>w'd by order of law a furrM gown to keep him 
<< warm; and furred with fox and lamb>$kins too, to 
•• signifyi that craft, being richer than innoccncy, 
<* stands for the facing." ^^ot 

E/6, Come your way, sir :— 31ess you, good father 
friar. 

Duke, And you, good brother father : What 
ofience hath this man made you, sir f 

£16, Marry, sir, he hath offended the law ; '<< and', 
*• sir, we take him to he a thief too, sir ; for we have 
** found upon him, sir, a strange pick-lock, Which wo 
•* have sent to the deputy." 

Duh. Fie, sirrah; a bawd, a wicked bawd^ 310 
The evil Uut dtou causest to be done. 
That is thy means to live t « Do thou but think 
** What *tis to Cram a maw> or cloath a back| 
>* From such a filthy vke: sAy,- to thysHf^-^ 
** From Aeir abominable and beastly toucheo 
" I drink, I cat, array myself, and lltc^^ 
Canst thou believe thy living is a lii^, 
So stlnkingly depending ^ Go, mend, gb, mend. 

Clown. Indeed, it does Stink in some sort) sir $ but 
yet| sir, Iwoul^provo^-^-** '' 3«o 

DuAe. Nay, i[ the devil hath ^ven fhee proofs for 
sin^ 
Thou wilt prove his. Take him to prisoni olBcef ; 
; Cdrrefttoti and instruftion must both Work^ 

£re this rude be&st wtU profit, - 

Eii. 
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, Elb, He must before the deputy, sir ; he has ^ivcrt 
hlin warning : the deputy cannot abide a whore-mas-» 
ter : if he be a whore-monger, and comes before hini, 
he were as good go a mile on his errand. 

Dukt, That we were all, as some would seem to be^ 
Free from all faults, " as faults from seeming free !'• 

Enter LuciO. 

*' EI&, His neck will ceme to your waist, a cord» 
"sir." 

Clown* . I spy comfort ; I cry bail \ hcre^s a gentle*' 
num, and a friend of mine* 334 

Lucio* How now, noble Pompey? whatj at the 
Jiecls of Caesar ? art thou led in triumph ? What, is 
there none of ]pigmalion*s images, newly made wo- 
man, to be had now, <* for putting the hand in the 
** pockf t and extradiing it clutch'd ? what reply ? ha? 
<< what say' St thou to this tune, matter, and method? 
•* Is't npt drown'd i' the last rain ? ha \ what say'st 
*• thou, trot? is. the world as it was, man ? Which is 
** the way ? is it sad, and few words ? or how ? tht 
"trickof.it? 

«' Duke. Still thus, and thus ! still worse ! 

" Lucio" How doth my dear morsel,, thy mistress-? 
pj^ocures she atill ? ha ? 

** Clown. Troth, sir, she hath eaten up all her beef, 
" and^e is herself in the tqb. * 349 

" Lucioy^ Why, 'tis good ; it ia the right of it; it 
«' must be so : ever your fresh whore, and yo\\r 

powder'd 
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powder'd bawd : an unshun'd consequence j it must be 
** so :" Art going to prison^ Pompey ? 

Qoion. Yes, faith, sir. 

Lucto. Why, 'tis not amiss, Pompey: farewel; 
go 'f say, I sent thee thither. For debt, Pompey i or 
how? 

Elh. For being a bawd, for being a bawd. . 358 

Lucto. Well, then imprison. him: if.. imprisonment 
be the due of a bawd, why, *tis his right : Bawd is 
he, doubtless, anc} of antiquity too; bawd-born* 
Farewel, good Pompey : Commend me to the prison, 
Pompey : You will turn good husband now, Pompey $ 
yo^u will 'keep the house. 

Clown, I hope, sir, your good worship will be my 
bail* 

Lucto. No, indeed, will I not, Pompey ; it is not 
the wear. I will pray, Pompey, to encrease your 
bondage: if you take it not patiently, why, your 
nettle is the m<M*c,; Adieui trusty Pompey. — Bless 
you, friar. . 371 

Duie. And you., . . .-. 

** Lucto. Does Bridget paint still, I^mpey ? ha ?" 

£15, Come yoMT wa}'s, sirj come. 
» CiqwH. You will not bail me then, sir } 
^^Ludow Then, Pompey? nor now. — ^What, news 
|ibifQa4r. friar ? what news,? {• 

,. ,£^, Come jour ways,., fiiij,copie.. 
yLucio. Qo,—4o kennel, P^pipey, — ^go: > . » 

[Exemi Elbow, Clowuy and OJJiders. 
^ ,What.Q4;ws,.friarj Qi the duke ? . . » 380 



Duke, I know none ) Can you tell tix of sny ? 

Lucio. Some say, he is with the Emperor of Riissk ; 
other some, he i^ in Rome : But whepe is he> thkik 
yott ? . . 

Z>zi4f . I know not where : but wheresoev«F, I wi«h 
him well. 

lucio^ it w&» a mad fantastical trick of him, to 
tteal froxtv the state, and usurp the beggaiy he was 
ttcver borri to; lord Ai^lo dukes it well ki his 
absence; hte puts transgression to*t. 390 

. DuAt. He does well in*t. 

' iMcio, A little more lenity to lechery wotdd do 
no harm in him: something too crabbed that way^ 
firjaf. 

Luh, It is top general a vice^ and severity must 
cure it. 

iMciaf Yes, in good sooth, the vice is of a great 
kindred ; it is w«ll allyM : but it is impossible to cx« 
tirp it quite, friar, till eating and drinking be put 
down. They say, this Angelo was not made by mui 
and woman, after the downright wsiy of crtation i Is 
it true, think you i 40tt 

Duke. How should he be made then t 

Lucio. Some report, a sea-maid spawnM him :-««^^ 
Sortie, that he iw« begot between two stock-fishes :— 
" But it is certjun, that when he makes wafer, his urtnt 
** is congeard ice ; that I know tb be true : and he is 
«< a motion Uftgencrativ*, that's irfaffiWe.'* 

Jiukt. Yqu are pleasant; sir; atKi speak apace. 

iMcio. Why, what a ritthless -thii^ is this in him, 

4 J •< for 
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*< for tiM rebellion of a codopiece» to take nway the 
<Mife of a man K' Would the duke» that is absent^ have 
done'this } ere he would hare hang'd a inan for the 
getting a hundred bastards, he would have paid for 
the.aursing a thousand :. he had some fcehng of the 
sport ; he knew the service, and that iixstru^ed him 
to mercy. 

Duke. I never heard the absent duke much deleted 
for women ; he was not xndinM that way. ^ 

Lm$, 0» sir, you are deceived. 4 to 

Duke, 'Tis not |>06sibie. 

lucia^ Whoi not the duke } yes, your beg^r of 
My ;*-^nd his use was, to put a ducket in her clack* 
dish : the. diike had emtchets in him : He would be 
'dmnk too ; that let mo. inform you. 

Duke. You do him wrong, surely. 
^ Lucw* €ir, I w;^ airixiwaBd of hia: A shy feftow 
was the duke : and, I believe, I know the cause of 
'his withdratiri()g« 
. Duke, What, I pr'ythee, might be the cause? 43b 

Lucio, No-^pardon j— *tis a secret iniist be ioek'd 
within the teeth ahd the Hps : but this,! ean let you 
understand^-p^The greater iXt of the subjed: lield the 
>d»ke to be wise^ 

Duke, Wise ? why, no qiicstioti but he was, 

Lucib: A very superddal, ignorant, unweigking 
fellow. ' • 

Duke, Either this is envy in you, folly, or mistak- 
ii^ ; the very stream: of his life, and the biisihess he 
hath helmed, must, upon a warranted need, give him 

G i j a better 
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a better proclamation. Let him be but testimonied 
in his own bringings forth, and he' shall appear, to 
the envious^ a scholar, a statesman,' and a soldier: 
Therefore, you speak unskilfully ; or, if your know* 
iedge be more, itds much darkened in your malice. 

Lucto, Sir, I know him, and I love him. 

Pnke, Love talks with better knowledge, and 
Jcnowledge with dearer love. • 

Lucto, Come, sir, I know what I know. 449 

DuAe. I can hardly believe that, since you know not 
what you speak. But, if ever the duke return, (as 
our prayers are he may)' let me desiifc you to muke 
your answer before him : If it be honest you have 
spoke, you have courage to mefintain it : I am 
bound to call upon, you;" and, I pray you, your 
name? 

- lucto. Sir, my name is Lucid ; well known to the 
duke^' ' , • I . 

DuAe, He shall know you better, sir, if I may live 
to report you. • 460 

Lucia, I fear you not, . 

DuAc, Oh, you hope, the duke- will retuni no 
-more 5 or you imagine me too unhurtful an opposite. 
But, indeed, I can do you little harm : -ybuMl for- 
swear this again. 

Lucio, ril behang'd first : thou art decdv'd in me, 
friar. But no more of this : Canst thou tell, if 
Claudio die to-morrow, or no ? 

DuAe. Why should he die, sir ? 469 

Ijicio^ 
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Lum* Why ? for fdling a bottle with a tun-dish. 
** I wouldy the duke» wc talk of, were returned again' :v 
*' this uiigenitur*d agent will unpeople the provinct 
<* with eontincncy $ sparrows must not build in h':s 
'^ house-eave$, because they are leciierons. The duke 
** yet would have, dark deeds darkly answered; he 
** would lu^ver britig them to light : Would he were 
. *^ returned ! marry,, this Claudio is condemn'd for uti- 
'** trussing.*' Farewe), good friar; I pr*ythcc^ pray 
£or me. The duke, I say to thee again,- wbuid cat 
mutton on Fridays. He's, now past it; yet, and I 
aay to thec^ he would mouth with a beggar, though 
ahe smelt brown bread and garlick i say, that I said 
so. Farewel. [£jtj£.] 4R3 

^ J>ukt\. No might nor greatness in mortality ■ 
Can ocnaure 'scape; b:Kk^ wounding calunwy 
'I'hc whitest virtue strikes; Whfit king »o strong. 
Can tie the gall up iathe slaaderous tongue I 
But who comes here? • .' . 

tnter EscALUS, Prbvost, " Bawdy and pjjicers» 

<« EscaL G^, wtay.yM^ her to prison,. 41^ 

'VAvMflL. GtM»d:my loicidy be good to me; your 
t^ honour is acoowMKd a. merdiul man : good m^ 
"lord. ; I ./ " ij \ jV 

^ £(r«^. Doiibfe fltndTdfcfsble ndm6nition» and v still 
. *^ forfeit on the sattid^kind ? thib would make iheroy 
^•wcar^ amdplaf theit^nBit- '^ 
. ^ /Vtfcr. Abawd of ielerconyiears pontinuance, n»f 
** it please your hono'Cir.. . 

• Giij *' Bamd. 
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*^ Batod. My lord, this is one Lucio's mformation 
.'< against me : mistress Kate Keep-down was with 
*< child by him in the duke'« time, he ]H*amis*d her 
.'< marriage ; his child is a year and quarter old, come 
*^ Philip and Jacob ; I have kept it myself j and see, 
** how he goes about to abuse me. ^03 

* ' Escal, That fellow is a fellow oi nnich licence : — 
** let him be caird before us. — Away with her to pri- 
.** son; Goto; no more words. [Exeunt wit A tAe Bawd,** 
provost, my brother Angelo will not be alter'd;/ 
Claudio must die to-morrow : let him be furnish'd 
with divines, and have all charitable preparation : if 
my brother wrought by my pity, it should not be so 
with him. 511 

Prov, So please you, this friar has been with him, 
and advis'd him for the entertainment of death. 

£seal. Good even, good father; 

DuAe, Bliss and goodness on youl 

Escai, Of whence are you ? 

/)«i<. Not of this country, tliough my chance is 
how 
^To use it for my time : I am a brother 
^f gracious order, " lately" come from the sec, 
l)a special business from his holiness. ^20 

Escai, What news abroad i' the world ? 

D'uAe. None, but that theit- is so grelit a fevet on 
goodness, tliatthe dissolution of it must cure it: ad- 
velty is only in request; andut is ^ ddngerous to be 
figed^ in any kind of course, as it is virtuous to be 
constant in any undertaking.- ** There is scarce truth 
*f jpQou^h ajive, to m?ik'e societies secure j but security 

« enough, 



. •* enough,: to make fellowships accurs'd ;" Mdch upon 

.this riddle runs the wisdom of the world. This news 

is old enough, yet it is every day's news. I pray you, 

sir, of what disposition was the duke ? 531 

Escal. One, that, above all other strifes, contended 
especially to know himself. 

Dukt, What pleasure was he given to? 

Escai, Rather rejoicing to see another merry, than 
merry at any thing which profess*d to make him re- 
joice : a gentlen^ of all temperance. But leave we 
him to his events, with a prayer they may prove 
prosperous ; and let me desire to know, how you find 
Claudio prepared ? I am made to understand, that 
you have lent him visitation. 541 

Duke, He professes to have received no sinister 
measure frpm hid judge, but most willingly humbles 
himself to the determination of justice: y«t had he 
fiam*d to himself, by the instruction of his frailty, 
many deceiving promises of Hfe^ which I, by'my 
good leisure, have discredited to him, and now is lie 
resolved to die. 

Escai. You have paid ** the heavens y^oiir fun£lion, 
^^vand" the pricc^r the very debt of your calling. 
I have laboured for the poor getitleinanv to the extrd- 
snest; shore of my modesty ;• buMmy- brother jostfce 
have I found so severe, that he hath forc'd me to tell 
him, he is indeed — justice. 

Dukt. If his own life answer the straitness of his 
proceeding, it shall become him well } wherein if he 
ipli^nce to fail, he hath s^ntenc'd himself. 



EscoLl ^in'^oing^to viiitliie priioBer': Tare jtM 
well, ! . , ' [£jttir. 

Duie^ Peace be v^th foa f 56b 

He, who the swgird of hetvea wall bear, 
Should lie as hoiy as severe ; 

** Pattern in himself to know, ♦ 

** Grace to sttiid, and Vhrtue go i" 
More nor less to others paying. 
Than by self i^fijfofioes woighiagri - 

Shame lo Mm,, wbose cruel stnking ' 
Kills fbr-fanki x>£ his own Hkiag J 
Twice treble ,sjiame on Acgek>, 
To weed my vse^ and let his grow f STo 

Oh, what may man within btm hide. 
Though angei on the outward side I 
<< How may duit hkcocss, nfvide in eiitxies, 
** Miking ipn&kie on the times* ;. 
-*« Draw with idle spiders* strings . 
^ Most pond'rons^and substantial things 1** > ^ 

Craft against vice I must Kpfif : 
With Angelo to-night shall lye 
.Hisoldbetnofthed, bdt^ies^sMi; ; i ^. : 
SodilgnisejBhaiU Nr thedisgnia'd^ ^ > 500 

Pay with £ilsi}ioodiabeexa&iiig, 1 . . < 
iUid perform an.oldtontraji^ingk. < ; > [fjo^. 
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« 

jiCTir. SCENE L 



A Grange, •< Enter Mariana, and Boy singing. 

"SONG. 

** ToAtf ^y take tkoH lips tway^ 

** That so szoeeUy were forsworn ; 
*' Andtkose eyes, tke break of day^ 

*^ Lights that do mis-iead the mom ^ 
<' But.my kisses kring agaia, 

' . *' hring again^ 

**.Seaisofiooef hut seoTd in-jmiit 

« seoTd in vain, 

'* Mari. Break off thy song^ and haste thee quick 
" away) 
** Here comes a man of comfort, whose advice 10 
<< Hath often stiU^d my brawling dbcontent. — ** 

Enter Duke* 

** I <;ry you mercy, <sir \ and. well could wish, 
*« You had not found me hei^e so musical : 
** Let me excuse me, and bdiieve me so,--*- 
-<< My mirth it much displeas'd, but pleas'd my woe. 
** Duke. *Tis good : though musick oft hath such a 
charm, 
'' To make bad good, and good provoke to harm. 
^ I pray you, tell me, hath any body eQqiiir'd f4i>r 

« me 



1 
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** me here to day i much upon this time, have I 

«« promis'd here to meet.' sa 

" Man, You have not been enquir'd after : I have 

** sat here all day.'V 

£n/^ Isabella. 

*« />a4f . I do constantly believe you : 
*< The time is come* even now; ' t shall cf^e your 
** forbearance a Iktk ; may be, I wiU caif upon you 
** anon for some advantage to yoorseif* '* 

*' Man.\ I am alwa3f5 bound \» you, [Exit,'** 

Duke. Very welLmett and weioome* '* 
What is the news from this good deputy ? 

Jsab, He • hMtk a. iprdm- • ** circuiniaui^ with 
bridc^ . ' 30 

Whose western side is" with a vineyard backM j 
And tor t^at vineyard is a planched gate*^ ' 

That makes his opening with this bigg«r key : 
This oilier doth coimnand a little door, * 

Which from the. vineyard td te g^dim leads; 
There have I made my promise to call on him. 
Upon the heavy middle of the night. 

Dukf^ But shall you oa your knowledge iind this 
way I . 

hob, I have ta>n a due and wary note upon't i 
With whis(peringand most guilty diligence^ 40 

In adion all of piccept, he did shew ne * 

The way twice o'er. 

Dukt. Are there no other tokens 
Between you .'greedy coArernisig her observance f -* 

hah. 



. ha^. NOy none 5 -but Ofity a[ re^ir i' th« dark j 
And that I have possessed him, my mo$€ stay 
Can be but brief : for I have made him know, 
I have a servant comes with me along. 
That s^dys upon me; whose persuasion it, - 
1 come about my brother. 50 

DuAe, 'Tis well borne up. 
I have not yet made known to Mariana 
A word of this : — ^What, ho I within ! come /orth t 

" Re-"' enter Mariana. 

I pray you be acquainted with this maid^ 
She comes to do yon good. 
Jsai, I do deure the like. 
J>uAe, Da you persuade yourself that X respeft 

you? 
Mart. Oood friar, I know yoir 4o $ and have 
foimdit* 
* Duke, Take then this your companion by the hand. 
Who hath a story ready for your ear : 60 

I shall attend your leisure ; but make haste ; 
The vaporous night approaches. 
Afart. Wiirt please you walk aside? 

[ Exewii^ Mar . arid Is^ b • 
JDtfie. O place and greatness, millions of false 
- •-• • eyes: . ; •.•,-':,.' i- 
Are stuck upon thee f volumes of report 
X.un with thbse ifidse an£t most cootiaLriotis quests 
-Upon tli^ <ioSiiff I thotssand *scape9 of ynt 
Make thee the father of theif idkdresn, .' 

And 
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And r«ck thee in ^etr fancies !^-«Wdcome: How- 
agreed? 

Re-enter Mariana and Isabella. 

hah. She'll take the enterprise upon her, father. 
If you advise it. 7* 

Duke, It is not my consent. 
But my intreaty too. 

ha^. Little have you to say. 
When you depart from him,* but soft and low, 
Remember now ney brother. 

Mart, Fear me not. 

DuAe. Nor, gentle (daughter, fear you not at all: 
He is your husband on a pre*contra£t : 
To bring you thus together, 'tis no sin; So 

Sith that the justice of your title to him 
Doth flourish the deceit. Come, let us go j 
Our corn's to reap, for yet our tithe's to sow. 

[ Exeunt . 



SCENE JI. 



' Changes to t%e Prison. Enter Provoit and Cloztm. 
..." * ' - 

Prav, Come hither, iirrah t Can you cut off a man's 
head > - : . ' \ 

Clixam, If the man be a bachelor, sir, I can : but if 
he be a marry'd man, he is his wHe^s head, and I can 
never cut off a. woman's head. 

Prcv. 
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> J^rw,' Come, ski leave me yotur snatch'csy.and yield 
me a direft answer. To-morrow morning are to die 
Claudio and Bamardine : Here is in our prison a 
commbn execntioher^ who in his office lacks a helper : 
if yoa will t^e k on you to assist him, it shall redeem 
you linom your gy^» ; if not, you shall have your 
fdll time of iihprisonment, and yonr deliveranee with 
an unpity*d whipping, for you have been a notorious 
bawd« . • gy 

Clown. Sir, I have been an unlawful bawd, tkne out 
of ihind i but 3ret I will be content to be a lawful 
hangman. I woald be glad to receive some instruc- 
tion from my fellow paitner. 

iVw. What ho, Abhorson! Where's Abhorson, 
tliere? 

Enter Abhorson. 

Abhor. Do you call, sir ? 

Prov, SSrrahy here's a feltow will help you to-mor- 
i:ow in yo&r execution : " if you think it meety com- 
** pound withihim by. the year, and let him abide here 
<' with you ; if not, tise him for the present, and 
^ dismiss &im:'* hexannot plead his estimation with 
you, he hath been a bawd. ito 

Ahhdf^ A bstwd, sk I' £e upon him, he will disi^t^it 
ourmistery. ^ : 

Prou^ .G6 to,: sir } you weigh equally i a feather 
mil turn the scale, i .c [^^<* 

Ciottm* Pray, sir| by your good favour (for, surely, 

fii> a good favour you have,, bttt that you have a 

* ' H hanging 
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hanging lcx>k} do 70a call, rir» your occUpatkm a 

jnistery ? 

yf^40r. Ay, sir ; a nistery. 

C/o&fn. Painting, sir, I have heard aay, is a natfltery ^ 
and your whores, sir, being members of my ooeupa- 
tion, using painting, do prove my occupation a 
mistery : bat what mistery there should be in hang- 
ing, if I should be hang*d, I cannot* ioiaginew 

Abhor. Sir, it is a mistery. 

Ctown\ Proof. 

Ahkor, Every tnie man's apparel fits your thief. 

Cbw%. If it be too little for your thief, your true 
man thinks it big enough ; if it be too big for your 
thief, your thief thinks it little enough & so every true 
man's apparel fits your thief; 131 

Re-enter ProvosU 

Prov: Arc you agreed I 

CloQM. Sir, I will serve him{ for I do find, your 
hangman is a more penitient trade than your bawd ; 
he doth oftner ask forgiveness* 

Prov. Y0U9 sirrah, provide youi* block and your 
axe, to-morrow four o'clock. 

Airier. Come 00, bawd j I will iostraf^ th#e in my 
trade; follow. 199 

Clown. I do desire ta Icam^ tn-sand, I hope, if 
you have occasion to use me for your oivni tvn, you 
shall find me yare: for, truly, siTi for yoai kindness, 
I owe yoii a good turn. ' [£$itm 

Prw, 
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Prov. CttU lutber Barnardine and Ciaudio : 
Oae hae my pity ; not a jot the other, 
Being a murthcrery '< though he were my brother/*' 

£a/«rCL AUDIO. 

Loo^, here's the warrant, Ckudioy for thy deaith s. 
*Ti$ now dead midnight, and by eight to-morjrow 
Thou must be made immoi'taK VV^Jiere's Bamardine i 

Cldud. As fast lockM up in sleep, as guiltless la- 
bour a^a 
When it lies starkly in the traveller's bones : 
He will not |(rake» 

Prov, Who can do good on him } 
W<dl> go, prepare yourself. (£x2t* Claud.] <<:But, 
** hark, wfiat noise ?" [Awc^ within. 

Heaven give your spirits comfort ! — " By and by ; — 
* * I hope it is some pardon, or reprieve, 
« For the most gcnde CUadio.-«''Wekome, .fiitber. 

Enter Duke, 

• • 

Duke, The best and wfaolesomest spirits of tl|e 
night 
Inveliop you, good provost i Who called hereof late f 
Prov, None, since the curfew rung. >$o 

Duke, Not Isabel \ 
Pxm, No. 

Duki, They will then, ere^t be long, 
Prov, Wiiat comfort is for Ciaudio ? .. 
Duke, There*s some in hope. 
Prov', It is a bitter deputy. 

H i j Duke, 



Bukti Not «Oy not SO; ki» lii« is paralkl'd 
Even with the stroke and line of his great ju^tice^ * 
He doth with hol)i abstinence subdue 
That in himself, which he spurs on his power 170 
To qualify in othel-s : werfe he meal'd 
Witli tliat,' wbidi he corre^s, then were he tyraa- 

nQ^)3f 
^But'this being so, .he*s, just«.-*««-Now Are tShiey come.-^ 

[JKftocL Pr09ost gaa out. 
This is a gentle provost ^ Seldom, when 
The steeled gaokr is thefriendiof men.*^. 
How now } what noise } that spirit^s posses$*d wkh 

haste, .; . 

That wounds the unresisting postern with, these 

strokes. 

Provost reiurus, " speaking do one at tie Door,''* 

• Prov, There must he stay, until the officer . 
Arise to let him in $ he is call'd up. 

Duke, HaVe you ho coiintermand for Claudio yet« 
But he must die to-morrow i Hi 

Prov, None, sir, none. 
' DiiAe. As near the dawning, provost, a« ic is, 
Vou shall hear more ene mormo^^ 

Prov, Happily, 
You something know ; yet, I believe there comes 
No coimtermand j <^ no such examine have we s 
** Besides, upon the very siege of justicci*^ . 
Lord Angelo hath to. the pubUpk ^a;: . 
P;-ofess*dtJie contrary.. . .: . .190 

. .1 f4fUr 



Enttr a Messenger, 

Duke, This is his lordship^s man. 

Provi And here cbmss Ciaudio's pardon. . 

Mess, My loi^d hath sent yoa this note y and fay 
me tMs fttitfaer ^Stkt^^ that yon swerve not from the 
smallest artide of it, acitber in time, natter^ or 6th«r 
circumstaace. Good tnkNnt>W5 fbr* as I take it, it 
is almofit day. 

Pr0v. I shfldi dbsy iiiin* [Exit Messnget, 

Duke,- ^ This is his pardon ; puxchas'd by such sin, 

[Aait. 
** For which tin pardoner himself is in x . . #qo 
«' Hence hath offence his <)iuck celerity, 
<< When it is' bpme in higb authority : 
<< Wh^A^vVce makes, mercy, mercy*s so extended, 
^ That, for the fault's loife^istheofenderfnfnried>^»" 
Now, dr, what news ? . . ■ 

Pr#t. 1 toM you : Lord Angelo, be^lflce, thkddiig 
me remiss iniwiy offioe^ a^wakcns me with this>un^ 
w(mted ^potting on: oMtiiifdcs^ strangciy; iorteliath 
not us'd it before. 

Duks.'fhrwyyo^, Mt's.haae, 

Provost read^ the Letter. 

Pt^kntsH^er yw maj kuf'ta tktc9iUmry^ ktClmdio 
ie tticuted iy\fimr $f tkk dfocl } «atf, mi tke aftermxf% 
Barturdfn€:sftfrmy ^HUrmtiffafHtii, ^i me kofoeCktU" 
dio^s head sent me by Jive, Let this be 4aiy perform^dct 
wHi i ihHigM tkai m»t€ defmds imitikoM we muft.yeL 

Hiij deiiver. 



deliver. Thus fail not to do ywr office^ as you wUl an^ 
tmer it at your peHL 
What say you to.this« «ir ? 

Djike, .What iskthat Banuurdbiey who iis to. be exe* 
ebted in the afteniooiii } 220 

' Provl A Bohemiaji bom ; hut here nurs'dupand 
-ti>r6d $ one that is a prisoner lune years oU . 
" Bvke* How caflie }t» that the absent duke had not 
either deliver^'d him to his liberty, or executed him ? 
.1 have heard, it vvas ever his manner, to do so. 
, Prmi. Hi3 friends still wrought reprtetves for him : 
An^j indeed, his fa6^, till now in the government of 
Jord Angelo^ came not to an undoubtful proof* 
DuAe, Is it, Aow apparent? . 
Prov. Most* mamfest,- and iu»t denyM by hijrmfiif. 
X)tde, Hath <he borne himself penitently in. prison? 
faaw*aeemshetx>'ft>etonch'd ^. !S3*2 

Prov. A man that appre^«adii deiith. no more 
;dreadfttlly:^ but its. a drunken sleep ; cal-ii^lesa, reckless, 
and'ftarless of what's past, prei«nt^ or. to corner 4tt- 
^en&iblQ«of jnort^lityy and desperately mortal, • 'r 
Duke, He wants advice. ♦ •; r .1 

Prov. He will hear none; :./^<Jle. hath cvja-nY^yJiad 
•* the liberty of the prison ; ^ive him leave to escape 
*< hence he would not t driink many times a day, if 
•^ Rot'.matiy days entisely dcuAk**' We have vi^ oCteii 
awah'd h'tm, as M to f;arry> him to exectttipn, <^ aiKl 
-** shew'd liim a jseeming warrant for it jV kh^h A^t 
^mbved him at all. \ 

'^■'JXukf, More of .Wm anon. There is written in yo\jr 
.•• - . . t bjow, 



Ml IT. MEASSJRE F^H «tXA&VM. I3 

Ixrow, Probst, h^Qiesty »9d'Gonstfuiey;.if I read it 
not truly, my. ancient skill becruiles me ; but in the 
boldness of my Gunningo I iviU lay myself in hazard. 
'ClaudiOy whom hiof^ youi Jbi^v4p;giw,9iv*)nt' to execute, 
js no greater forfeit to this law than^ Angelo who ha^ 
sentenced him : To nsiake youumikr^tand this in a 
jnanifeStted eif|p6^ I crave but four days respite ; for 
•tlxe which you arjs tQ da 1110 bpth st pt'fs^t aod a^daii- 
,^erou6 jcourt^sy^ . «54 

Prov, Pjiay sir, inwhit?- * 

1>M^' I^i th« dc^yiog deaths 

Prw, Ahd^l how may I do itt iKiying the hocir 
limited ; and an express commaadi/ underpenalty^ V> 
. deliver his head in the vi^.of AngeW } I may n>ake 
any case as Claudio's, tp^cs^ss tbiA in th^tSinall^stA 

JMs,f By.th? yQW,of .mi»9^qr4fJf#' I fymr#»nt.you,,if 
j?iy inst^utti(>n|^may-V'iy<Wrgwi4(e>^f^?t^rJti^^ ft*- 
i^^rdin^ 1;>6 thif X0Qr»p^Q iSif^f^^ii in4 h^ l^ad Hoj^ne 

Prw. . A|ig^5?,,tath.jS^^^^p,|>lQth».ian4 will.dj*^ 

. jPMfr. ph, ;d«ath*^ ^..gf«9^ti4i^^Cf^>«iffd ^¥.*rW 

#ay, it ir^Atw ^1^r^i)¥rm^^ f^ tftfeg,«>hf»{fe*4'' 
;^f(fir^ hi^s^ 4f:«t^ | yQu*M^wj ^9 cour?»f4?iiP>>J^o;u » If 

'S^ /(f^ne,, ,byj ^^ij^li^hftfl|i,^:,p^)fr«»,.i. wUl 

^l^ad'ag^i>st4lt>l«rt^flW,fefehi llfifla nAi uvA ; S' .:..*»Z3 

, Prav.^X^if^ me, .g^ fe*«*>«rtrf%i^ain^^y 

P,%th. ^^ ^, 



Duke. Were ywi twm to die dake^ or to the 
deputy? 

^ttv* To hiifiy tfid to his «ub9tit<itc$k 

IM#. You will tiliffikyott have itiaite no olifencey if 
liie duke arrouch tke Justice <^ your ^letlliig ? sSb 

Shmh. But iHiaft tttl8<odd i« in that i 

i)iil«. Mot a rdMMibltttice, but * certainty. Yet 8int>e 
I ace y<iu fistrfttl,. tfiat fieitlier my coat, integfiity, mn* 
any persuasion, can with ease attempt you, I will ^ 
further than I meant, to pluck iUi fears <](ut of you. 
Look you, sir, here is'^he haml ^itA ^al of the duke; 
You kAovr the chara^^r, I dou^ n<it'; hnd the signet 
IS not strange, to* yott.- 

iVwi. 1 know thetn bothk «8^ 

IMei ThecOftttht!f'«f this iV«n«Tfetum Of the 

duke.;. y6tf-shAll*i| W b h 'dflc f *read H^ af ybmr pleasure ; 

wliere yoii^^^ir-AHd^ ^HMn t^cse 1^Kt»'days he wiU be 

here. TMa^iii « thMf^^ JMt.At4<% knows ttiAx ^x 

he this very day receiver letters of strange teiMtf \ per- 

c»fati^ 4tf ftcifateffi dteaife y p^ |ja i i ce » •entering into 

some monastery; but, by-chance^^^thhig oF what 

is wirit*.. ' AMcV^. ikl^^Miti^ %t2M»'Mllif %ip the shep- 

'Herd i ^^IH«»ilMit ^i<«elf kko^ mAli^Afent, how tfiese 

'^'y^'iiidMl^JI^^' ^'diiSecikM!^'^ baft ^sy when 

they if^ kjibi*^<^'^€5i!P^yOttr^ eieWtionef, and off 

^ffth BiaraaSH)ine'«^4ioid^i 1 #iU gSVe him Jt pfesent 

^hri^, ^md'Mr ifc \^ fci^a- be^er pMce. Yet y^ an 

*a)ha^*d^; but this shall ab^l:^y'tt^^re yoii.' k^ome 

Urkify ;' il^i^4llboc»dliy^ ^d. < ' '- -\tiMtnu\ 304 

.1 I ■ II ■ • >■■■ I III t * ■■ '■ ■ 
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SCENE IV: 



* . • 'Enter Clowmi ' « .vv. 

• -' ) 

^ ^< Ciovn* I am as w«U acquainted hefc, as i/itai» ii^ 
^* our house of profession : one would think, jtweie 
f* mtstrdss-Over-doM'^ cMrnhOttSf; for here be Many 
** of her old customers. First, h^re^s young mastcr 

■** Kash ; iie*s4n for a comiiiodity of bmwii parpcr kad 
** old ginger, ninescoreond sevqnteen poujids; o^ which 
** he made ^^e'marks, ready money t marry, .then gin- 

^^'gefwas not much tn request^ for-the old womtn were 

^y all dead. Then is there here one master Caper, at 
*' the suit of master Threis-pfl^ the^^merccr, for sbmc 
" four ^Wte of peach'd*cokHjf'<>Xsatiii, ^hich now 
** peaches him a beggar. - Then have we h«Pe young 
*^ Di^, and youi% uias^ar I^p-vow,- and macter 
" Copper-spur, and master Starvc-lacky %he rapkr 

'^* ankl' dagger man, and y^uh^l^op'-heir that kili*d 
<* lusty Budding, and iifna$ter Forth^r^t the tilter, 

«*^ and brave master Shoc-tye the giieat traveller, and 
« wild Half-can that stabb'd Pots, and, I think, forty 

' *\ more ; all great doers' in our trad^, and ai^ nbtr in 
*« for ^e Lord's sake.** 314 

■ '' ' r ■ ■ ; ' ■ ' 

Enter Abhorscn. 

AiAor. Sirrah, bring Barnardine hither. 

Clown, plaster Bamardiiie I y«i^ must rise asd be 

iiangM, master Barqafdinej 

AUof. 
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Abkop. What, hp, Barnardinel 

Btfmar. [Witkin,'\ A pox o^jour diroatsl Who 
makes that noise there ? What are you ? 3ga 

C&Qfli. Your frieadtt . sir ; .the hangman: You 
Oiust be so good, sir, to rise and be put to death. 

'Smmar. {WiAau} Antuy you rogue, away; I am 



jMtf. Tell 13ii^» he mu«t awalK» ami that quicily 
too. 

C&ponu Psssy, mastsnr Bamardtne, awake till you 
are executed, and sleep afterwards. 

AM$r* Go in to himi and -fetch him aat< 

Ctea. Mf'iseofniiig, ^r, heiscomii^i Ihearhk 
ati5«v fUBtIf ^^ • Hft 

Enter Baku axdikv* 

jtUtfir, Is the ax« ttpoA the blQck^ umk e 

Chtm^ Very nrlidy, sir. .* - 

J«nMir*' How. now^; Ahhorso&l wh|it'$ ^e news 

4Mfr.> Tr«ly) mr, I would d^ire you to clap inio 
. yi0i» pmye rs i lDr» look yon, the warrsat's come. ' 

£0rn$r. You rogue, i have be^n drinking ^1 knight, 
I am. not fitte^ fQr% 

Ckfm*. Oh> , the better,, sir; for he that dnoks idl 
night, and is hangM- betimes In the mornui^t pwy 
sleep the sounder all the next day. 35a 

Enter Duke, 

M&^r. Lock you, atr, here comes your ghostly 
father; Do we jest now, tbiilh you ? . . 
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Duke. Sir, induced W}^ myiiiantyt and htfairing how 
hastily yoii are to depMt» I Mit come to advise you^ 
comfort ymiy and pray with yt^ 

Barnar. Fmr» not l| ll^ye been diii»kiag iuffd 
all nighty and I will hxH muve (one ^pf^«re me, 
or they shftU Uni «uit miMNPtiiM ^itii Mlkts: I null 
not consent to die this diy, ||Mt*s emtw*^ 3^ 

Bmku Oh». ^ fOiimusi 9 4indtltfti«foine, I btsfich 
yoU) look forward 00 the joucney ypi» tihaU. gir* 

J^anar. I sweacj I wiUiiet4^t»»dliy teaA]P«Ui*ft 
persuasipou 
sDifii^. But hear you,---«-* 

Barnar. Notftwoird: if ymthtveanytUnglviay 
tome, coibet^my ward; for thenee Ivitt ttoc i t»-*diay» 

Enter pTonc$U 

Z)tti^f. Unfit to live, or dies <«Oh» gravel heaitl-^ 
<^ After .hi»» IcUows $ bring him to th«hlodL/' 970 

[£9rni«r Abhorsok mi Clomn^ 

Protf. Now, sir, how do you find the pvisooer f 

Duke, A crcatUfeuAprtparVI, unmeet fodeelh} 
And, to transport ham ia the miad hi ii| . 
Weredaumidble. 

Pr^m. Here in the prison, father, 
There dy*d this joaoramg of a cnid fevef 
One Ragozine, a most notorious pirate, 
A m^in of Cieiiidia*s years ; his bcaid and heads 
Just of his colour ; What if we do omit 
This reprohate, till he were well inclined j ^8o 

And 



And saiti^fy the deputy with the visage . • . ' 
Of RSigozine, more lik* <o Claadio i 

Duke. O, *tis an accident that^ieaven providesf 
Dispatch it presently ; th^ hottr draws ©» 
Prefixed IryAngrio: See> thi»beden^, 
And setit accdrdinrg to comtnand ^ whiles- 1 
Persuade this Tudcfwretclr wittingly to die. 

Prsv. Thisshtiirb94one^ goodfother, presently. 
«* But Bamardme mtrit die this afternoon :'• 
And haw shall yre continue Claudioy 39<> 

To save me from the danger that might coma. 
If he were known alive ? - • 
. Duke^ List this be done, — ^Put theni 
Iff itecret hotdsy both fiamardine and Claudia 9 
Ere ti^ice the sun hath made his journal greeting 
To the under generation, you shall find 
Your safety manifested. 

• P^rov, T am your free dependent* 

DuAe. Quick^ (Uspatch, and send the jbcad to An. 
gelo# : r ^ [Exit Provosts 

Now twH i write Idttefd ter Angelo,-~« 4:00 

The provost, he shall befar tkemr-^whose contents 
Shall witness to him, I am near at home ; 
And that, by great injunctions, I am bound 
To enter publickly : him I'll desire 
To meet me at the consecrated founts 
A league belo^ the city ; and from thence^ 
By cold' gradation and weal -balanced Sorm^ 
We shall proceed with Angelia. 

* .... 
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Re-enter Provost, 
Prov, Here is the, head j 1*11 carry it myselfi 
Duke. CoQvenient is it : Make a swift return ; 410 
For I would commune with you of such things. 
That wftnt no ear but yours. 

Prov, ril make all speed. [Exiu 

Isab. [Witki^^l Peace, ho, be here! 
Duke» The tongue of Isabel.: — She*s.come to know. 
If yet her brother's pardon be come hither : 
But I will keep her ignorant of her good, 
To make her heavenly comforts of despair. 
When it is least expected. 

Enter Isabella. 

Isab, Ho, by your leave. — 420 

Duke, Good morning to you, fair and gracious 

daughter. 
Isab, The better, given me by so holy a man. 
Hath yet the deputy sent my brother's pardon } 
iiuke. He hath released him, Isabel, from the 
world ; 
His head is oiF, and sent to Angelo. 
Isab, Nay, but it is not so. 
Duke, It is no other ; 
** Shew your wisdoip, daughter, in your close pa- 
tience. 
" Isab, Ob, I \vill to him, and pluck out his eyes.; 
" Duke. You shall not be admitted to his sight." 
Isab. Unhappy Claudio I Wretched Isabel I 
Injurious world I Most damned Angelo i 

I Duke* 
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Duke, This nor hurts him, nor profits you a jot | 
Forbear it therefore j give your cause to heavfcn^ 
Mark, what I say ; which you shall find 
By every syllable, a faithful verity : 
The duke comes home to-morrow j — nay, dry your 

eyes ; , 

One of our convent, and his confessor^ 
Gives me this instance : already he hath carry 'd 
Notice to-Escalus and Angelo 5 440 

Who do prepare to meet him at the gates, 
There to give up their power. If you can, pace your 

wisdom 
In that good path, that I would wish it go ; 
And you shall have your bosom on this wretch^ 
Grace of the duke, revenges to your heart. 
And general honoiu*. 

IsaL I am directed by you. 

Duke. This letter then to friar Peter give; 
»Tis that he sent me of the duke's return : 
Say, by this token, I desire his company ^50 

At Mariana's house to- night. Her cause, and yours, 
I'll perfect him withal ; and he shall bring you 
Before the duke ; and to the head of Angelo 
Accuse him home, and home. For my- poor seli^ 
I am Combined by a sacred vow. 
And shall be absent. Wend you with this letter s 
Command these fretting waters from your eyes 
With a light heart ; trust not my holy order, 
J£ I pervert your course. — ^Who*8 here } 

5 • I^niif 



ti 






t: 



' ' ' . ■ t 



,1 •■ ' -'• 






It- 



- f V' . • -' 

-■♦■ ' 






• ». . 



■i . 



4 



» 



if 



*..'■■■ ~ . . i. ' I 



.1" 



I :. 



1 ' . 



. 3 £^ T 1t .11 'R..'»;(V T.th-panr AtannA Maxell -fixybb . Sj 



sif 



> * • *' 



u 



l* .. 



,' .1 •< 



» * - » > 






.. (i ' >->' 



<,»-■• . 



I. 



J . 



/ 



AB JV. M7A9V1LB FOR ME4SURC. 9t 

Enter lASCiOi 

Lucio. Good even I 460 

Friar, where is the provost ? 
. Dukt* Not within, sir. 

Ludo. Oh, pretty Isabella, I am pale at mine heart, 
to see thy eyes so red : thou must be patient ; I am 
fain to dine and sup with water and bran; I dare not 
for my head fill my. belly; one. fruitful meal would 
set me to't : But they say the duke will be here to* 
morrow. By my troth, Isabel, I lov'd thy brother : 
if the old fantastical duke- of dai'k corners had been 
at home, he had liv'd. \Lxit Isabella.] 470 

Duki, Sir, thi? duke is marvellous little beholden to 
your report ; but the best is, he lives not in them. 

Lucio* Friar, thou knowest not the duke so well as 
\ do : he*s a better woodman, than thou tak*sb him, 

for. 
Duke^ Well, you'll answer this one day. Fare ye 

well. 

ZttciV, Nay, tarry ; I'll go along with thee j I can 
till thee pretty tales of the duke. 

Dukt, You have told me too many of him already, 
sir, if they be true ; if not tnie, none were enough. 

Lucio, I was once before him for getting a wench* 
with child. 

Duke. Did you such a thing ? ' 

Lucio, Yes, marry, did I : but I was fain to for- 
swear it! they would else have marry *d me to th* 
rotten medlar. 
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■ Duke. Sir, your compajiy is fairer than honest : 
Rest you well. 

Lucio. By my troth, I'll go with thee to tlie lane's 
end : if bawdy talk offend you, we'll have very little 
of it : Nay, friar, I am a kind of burr, I shall stick. 

[Exeunt. 

SCENE IV 



Changes to the Palace, Enter A N G £ L o and Escalus. 

Escal. Every letter he hath writ hath disvouch'd 
other, . 

Jng. In most uneven and distradled manner. His 
Rations shew much like to madness ; pray heaven, his 
wisdom be not tainted ! And why meet him at the 
gates, and r.e^dcliver our authorities there ? 

Escal, I guess not. 

Ang, And why should we proclaim it; in an hour be- 
fore his entering, that, if any crave redress of injustice, 
they should esdiibit their petitions in the street } 501 

Escal, He shews his reason for that : to liave a dis- 
patch of complaints ; < < and to deliver us from devices 
*' hereafter, which shall then haVc no power to stand 
** against us." 

Ang, Well ; I beseech you, let it be proclaimed ; 
Betimes i* the m6rn, I'll call you at your house ; 
Give notice to such men of sort and sui^ 
As are to meet him, 

Iseal. 1 shall| sir : fare you well, [£xtt, 

Ang, 



-4»^; <*<»d night.— .... * 

This i4eeduo^4pf»«[^ quite, 0ia|:e(,tiicuiip«egnant| 

And d\ilh^p,^^iff!Q^^ifdjnf». A /dcAower'd maidl . 
And by aii ^i^ia^iit ho^y^ tJiat «nfo(^*4, : c . • ' 
The la^v j^^iqs^ it l-r-Aut tbitt hq? tender shamto 
Will not proclaim agaunst Ji^r lo^d^n Iqsi^ / s. . • . 
ilow mi|^t she tpi^j^ xpn^i Y«t reaaoa darmher f 

<<no:" 
For my authority beaf s a credent biilk. 
That no particular scand^)^ once jcaQ touch* 919 

But it confounds the breather. He 9hdi^d have livM^ 
^vi^'^at IviSiriotous youths, with dangerous $9n$ey 
i^i^ht, i^ tli^ t^mes to come^ have tiCcft xevenj^e» . 
{y ^ rep^iving a dishonoured lifey 
With, ransom of such shame. 'Would ^t he had 

livMl " "" 

Alack* when once our grace we have forgot* 
Kothing goes right ; we would* and we would not* 

[Exit. 



M|^«fi«*»W»«»<«W^.^>~»^^""i"**^"^ 



*^SCt:NEV. 

^' Chonga to t&e Fields vntktmt the Town, Enter Duke 
in his own Habits and Friar Petek.*' 

<< Duke Thc$e letters at fit time deliver me,* 

.1 .. ?* [^Giving letters 
** The Provost knows our purf^se* suid^our plot. 
*' '^'he matter being afpqt* k^fpyour ioAtruflion* 
^* And hold yoi^eyer to our ^cial drift > ^o 

I ^j j ' ^ « Though 
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*< Though sometimes you do bteiKfh from tJft^ M^that, 
i^isA5Ctt«»i4tofhinl(i%l«ten'' Go^/tall at Fiavitd^^hd^s^' 
" AncUteiWiiwwher^J suyt givethe^like notice * 
^« Unto Valcnrfu«^.'Row1arid^dnd'ti9i<ft'aSsuSi ."' • 
*« Aiiil>bid^hem^brin^lh«i^#af;ftpet9to^thergai:e^ " " 
<* But sendrfil«'Piavius€t%A ^ ■ . . • . • ; ■• 1 . / 



>i 



( ^ i)»>(f. .f thcink thee/ V«iiTius;- thou^hjidf in^* 
,-> .' '^ good haste I', .'i---.' •.;.'■•.' • . . -•.-". - 
« Gome, ^c will walk : Tfeefc's other of <wr frien^fer 
«« wyi:grect 416 -here an^n^ my gentk? Vanius; » 5^0^ 

k- •♦ ,. ».•.••,..» ■ •• . . .• >2 , ' : ; 

.< Ill i > i I I I >ii - , .,. ■ 

• O < * 

»•.. << £n/tfr Isabella aW Mariana. 

^ <* Jh^v _T0 *^pga^ sp irniirp^ly,, T am loth ;^ . 
'* I would 
«' That 

" JsaS. Besides, he tells me, that if peradventurc 
«« He spfttft ilgiinat rtif6»6it^h# adverse- sidfei ' •' ^- '' 
^I'-should noi think it strange j for 'tis a pbysick, 
*' That*^'bktW €6 sfl)^€€l ^trid.-' ...>,.'* 

" Aferi> ^%6uld;4'^i•a^l't^er-li.•. 550* 

1% • <« £n/er 



"•"•^•••"^►^"^^ .* ■ « — " ■•" ■" ■ — --^.^- — — — ^ — 

lid say the trut(i $. but tp ^cuse him so, 
is your part^lypt T*m advi&'d to do it ^ 



*< i • •'l» K 



U 



<« Feur^ Oome^ I have found, year out & stand nmtf 

** Where y«u may havesuch vantage on the duke^ ' 
«« He shall notpassydui- Twice have the trumfjeti 

pounded' ;- - 

<* The generous and graTWtckiacns -^ 
^•. Have hent the gales, ^ and very near.upon - ^ 

*« The duke is entring j therefore hence,, away. 

<i [Exeunt:'' 
- - - ' ■ — ---^ • ■ ■- — ■ -■• — " — - ' ■ - * 1^-^- 



i. 



A ^6Uck Place near the City: Enter Duke, " VARItius,'* 
Lords, ANGEL6,-EsCA'ttJs,I:xJCio, ** and Citizens'^ 
at several Doors,* " ■ ■ ■ ■ 

Ml y very worthy cousin^ 'feirly met :— • * - ^ 

6iir eld and faithful -friend^,' we are glad to see yoif. 
Aug, and Escal, Happy return be to your royal 
grace! • ^ ■• , • • ^ - .. ■ ►• | 

Duke. Many and hearty tharikirtgl to you both. 
We have made enquiry of you ; -and we'hear' 
Such goodness of ybuFjitStice, that our soul 
Cannot bi^t yield- yoit foith topublick thanks, 
Fore-running more rijquital;' 
* >l»i^.-^ouitiakti* my bonds stHl greater, ^ - * ** 
Duke, Oh, your desert speaks loud ; *' and I should 
'* wrong ity' -- « ^ - . . ' ^o 

<« To lock itiirtK<i'ward3*of Tcovertiybsohi, * ' ' ' ' 
^ ^ " When 
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« When it deserves with charadters of brass 
^ A forted residence, *g£uust the.tpoth of time ' 
«< And razure of oblivion :'* Give me your hand. 
And let the subjects see> to make them know 
That Qut:ward cojortosiea would f^ proclaim 
Favours that keep within.— -Come,; Escalus ; 
You must walk by us on our otiifer hand ;-^ , 
And good su^orters are you. [As the Duke is going (mt. 

Enter Peter and Tsabella. 

Peter. Now is your time ; speak loud, and kneel^ 
before hjm. 8« 

isa6* Justice, O royal puke ! vail your regard 
Upon a wrong' d, I would fain, have said, a maid I 
Oh worthy prince, dishonour not your eye 
By throwing it on any other objedl, 
Til] you have heard me m nfy true complaint. 
And given nie justice, justice, ju^ice, ^' justice i*' 

Du&e. Relate y<Hir wrongs; Ii^what? hyvfkoaC} 
b^ brief : ^ • . 

Here is lord Angelo shall give you justice^j 
Reveal yourself to hini, 

Jsad, Oh, worthy duke, §^ 

You bid ijie seek redemption of the devil : 
Hear me yourself} for that which 1 must sneak 
Must either punish me, not beii)g believed, 
Or wring redress from yoi; ;, ^ear^nfte, , oh, hear me^ 
♦* here," 

yfng. My lord, her wits," I fear me, are not firm; 
Sbe hath bern a suitor to me for h^r brother. 

Cut 



s 
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,W:^ SlDJHK>^-S in ISASBLLtl. 



///.-., ., ^.^„.d. f^-^jj- A,:, ^ 



4^y. MEASiriLE f OR MEASUMLX^ ^^ 

Cut oft* by coui-sc of justice. 

hah. Ry course of justice! 

Ang, And sheyvill speak most bitterly, and strange. 

hob. Most strange, but yet most truly, will I speak : 
^hat Angelo's forsworn; is it not strange? 41 

That Angelo's a murtherer ; is't not strange ? 
*« That Angelo is an adulterous thief,!* 
An hypocrite ; a virgin violater j 
Is it not strange, and strange? 

Duke, Nay, it is ten times strange. 

hob. It is not truer he is Angelo, 
Than this is all as true as it is strange : 
Nay, it is ten times true ; for truth' is truth 
To the end of reckoning. 56 

Duke, Away with her : — Poor soul, - 
Sl^ speaks. this in the, infirmity of sense. 

hab. O prince, 1 conjure thee, as thou believ'st 
There is another comfort than this world, 
That thou neglect me not, with that opinion 
That I am touched with madness : make not impos* 

sible 
That which but seems unlike : 'tis not impossible, 
But one, the wicked'st caitiff on the ground. 
May seem as shy,, as grave, as just, as absolute. 
As Angelo ; even so may Angelo, 60 

In fill his dressings, chara6ts, titles, forms. 
Be an arch villain : bdicve. it, royal prince, 
J f he be less, he's nothing j but he's more, 
Had I piore nan^e for badness^ . . . . 

Duke, By mine honesty, 

If 
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If she be mad (as I believe no other) 
Her madness hath the oddest frame of sense. 
Such a dependency of thing on thing. 
As e'er I heard in madness^ 

. I^ab» Gracious duke> ^9 

Harp not on that i nor do not banbh reason 
For inequality': btit let your reason serve 
To make the tr^th appear, where it seems hid^ 
Not hide the false, seems true. 

Duke, Many that are not mad. 
Have, sure, more lack of reason. — ^What would you 
say? . 

hah, I am the sister of one Claudio, 
Condemned upon the a6t of fornication 
To lose his head ; condemn*d by Angelo : 
I, in probation of a sisterhood, €a 

Was sent to by my brother : One Lucio 
Was then the messenger ;-« 

Li^io. That's I, an't like your grace : 
I came to her from Claudio, and desir'd her 
To try her gracious fortune with lord Angelo, 
por. her poor brother's pardon, 

Isab, That's he, indeed. 

Duke, You were not bid to speakC 

Liicio, No, my good lord ; 
Nor wish'd to hold my peace. g<> 

Duke, I. wish you now then % 
Pray you, ^take note of it : and when you have 
A business for yourself, pray he^veui you then 
Be perfect, 

lucio. 



Lucio. 1 warrant your honour. 

Duke. The warrant's for yourself 5 take heed to it. 

hob* This gentleman told somewhat of my talc. 

Lucio. Right. 

Duke, It may be right j but you arc in the wrong 
To speak before your time.-^Procced« io4 

hob. I went 
To this pernicious cdtifF* deputy. 

Duke, Thaf s somewhat madly spokctt* 

Isab, Pardon it 5 
The phrase is to. the matter. 

Duke, Mended again j the matter 5 — Proceed* 

hub. In brief, — ^to set the needless process by, 
How I persuaded^ ho^ I pray*d, and kneelM^ 
How he refell'd mc, and how I reply'd 5 
(For this was of much length) the vile conichision 
I now begin with grief and shame to utter i ' 111 
He would not^ but by gift of my chaste body 
** To his concupiscible intemperate lust," 
Release my brother; and, after much debatement. 
My sisterly remorse confutes my honour. 
And I did yield to him : But the next morn betime^^ 
Hitf purpose surfeiting, he sends a warrant 
For my poor brother's head. 

Duke. This is most likely I 

Isab, Oh, that it were as like, as it is true X 
.: Duke, By heaven, fond wretch, thou know'it not 
what thou speak'st ; 181 

Or else thou art subom*d against his^ honour 
In hateful prance : First, his integrity ^ ^ 
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Stands without blemish : — next, it imports no reason, 
That with sTlch V^hemency he should pursue 
Faulty proper to himself: if he had so oiFended, 
He would have weighed thy brother by himself, 
And not have cut him off ; Some one hath set you on | 
Confess the truth,. and say by whose advice 
Thou cam'st here to complain ? 

Isah, And is this all ? * - 131 

Then, oh, y^U blessed ministers above, 
Keep me in patience ; and, with ripen'd time, 
Unfold the evil which is here wrapt up 
In countenance L— Heaven shield your grace from woe. 
As I, thus wrong'd, hence unbelieved go ! 

Duke, I know, you'd fain be gone : — An officer- 
To prison with her : — Shall we thus permit 
A blasting and a scandalous breath to fall 
On him so near us ? This needs must be a pra£^ice. 
Who knew of your intent, and coming hither ? 141 

IsaB» One that I would were here, friar Lodowick. . 

Duke. A ghostly father, belike : who knows that 
Lodowick i 

Lucio, My lord, I know him ; 'tis a meddling friar j 
I do not like the man : had he been lay, my lord. 
For certain words he spake against your grace 
In your retirement, I had swingM him soundly. 

Duke, Words against me ? this' a good friar belike I 
And to set on thi^ y^retched woman here 
Agiunst our substitute ! —Let this friar be found. 

Lucio, But yesternight, my lord, she and thatfriar 

I saw them at the prison : a sawcy friar, i^ft 

'-.-^^ Avery 
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A very scurvy fellow. .• 

Peter, Blessed be your royal grace f 
I have stood by, my lord, and I have heard 
Your royal ear abusM : Firsts hath this womaa » 
Most wrongfully 9K:cus.*d your substitute ; 
Who is as free from touch or soil with her 
As she from one uiigot. 

DuAf, We did believe no less. 160 

Know you that friar I^odowick, which she speaks of? 

Peter. I know him for a man divine and holy | J 
Not scurvy^ nor a temporary medler. 
As he*s reported by this gentleman ; 
Andy on my trust, a man that never ycft 
Did, as he vouches, misreport your grace* 

Lucia. My lord, most villainously f belLeve it. 

Peter. Well, he in time .may come to clear himself j 
But at this instant he is sick, my lord. 
Of a strange fever : ** Upon his mere request, 
** (Being come to knowledge that there was complaint 
<^ Intended 'gainst lord Angelo) came I hither, 178 
** To speak, as from his mouth, what he doth- know 
** Is true, and false } and what he with his oath, 
'< ^nd all probation, Vill make up full clear, 
" Whenever he's^convented. First,!' for this woman j 
(To justify this worthy nobleman,. - . , 

So vulgarly and.personally accusM) 
Her shall you hear disproved to her eye8|. . 
Till s^e herself confess it» 

DuAc. Go^d friar, let*s hear it. . I Si 

Do you not smiU at this, lord Angelo ?— . . . ' - - 

K O heaven I 



O heaven! the vanity of wretcheid-fooh^— ^^ 
Give us some seats.*— Gome,- cousin Angelo 5 
In this I Will be im|>ai*tia^;«be'you jadgd^ - 
Of yotir awn cattse.-t-l6 tbi» the witness^ friar ? 

C I s AB B L LA" is- carried ^ ^guanled. 

Enter Maki AH A, v(dl\4f.. 

First, let her shew her face fv and, aft«r> speak* » 

Mari. Pardon, my .Jond j I will. n<»« <dhe#- my ^teee^ 
Until my husband bid mc 

Duke. What, areyou marry'd? iq^ 

Mart, No, my lord. , 

Duke, Arc you a maid-l 1 - , 

Mari„ No, my lord. 

Dttir. A .window then ? , 

ilfoii* Neitiittr; .my lord, . . 

Duke. Why you are oothtng ^» i^^. > 
Neither maid,, widow, nor wife"?: 

£wcw- My lordysliemaybftap^wfc ^^foif'^any-ofthm 
Are ivathenmaidv-widoWj -nor. wnfov *;' 

i)tt4^vSilencci^at?felloifiFt^Ii^ttWv^heliad«omecause 

To prattle^ifor* himself. . . /. . g^i 

Zttai>. Well, itay lord*- 
• Mdri. My lord,.! do*confe»,1*n«'e^wa5 marry'd j* 
And, I confess, be«fde»,^ lain noinaid ; \; 
I have known my>usbattd : yetway Imsbaftciifatows ll^^^ 
That ever he k|iewm«. ^ 

Lueio, He was drunk, theb, n^rlord ,'>1t can be no 
." • better. . . , 

Dwir. Fe*'-th^|^oefi»^stiwc«>*w«tfld-AoH.Wcft 
- «o too, 

Luci90 



LuciQ. Well^ my.lcard. 

jDtfAf. Tliis 13 no whiifcss for'lprd Aiigelo. 

JW'tfri. Now. Lccan(e-to% my ]ord: sil 

Sho, that accuses' Mm of fomioation. 
In self same'ttauner doth^acoase my husband \ 
And diai^a.bim, mylord^ with such a time. 
When ril depose I had him vol mine anhs. 
With all die effea of love. 
r «iA^« ,Cihftrges.£beiiiore than me ? 

Mart. Not that I know. 

Duk^c Kq ? 7i>a say,, your husband. [1^ iMari. 

Afan. Why^. just, my icvd, and tihat is Angclo, 
•f- Wlw^nki, JiQ^knbwi/ that be^ne'er knew my body, 
VBi«biuiciws«'hoithiDJQ8, that ht knows Isabers/* 
• Ang. ThiSiiffaistnitige. abuse :-i-Lct'8 see thy face. 

ItLari, Myshttsbaod bids mc $ now I Will uhmnsk. 

iVnvtiiing* 
This is that face, thou cruel Aiigelo, 
Which, once thou swor^t^ «a^ wortbthe looking on : 
Thiai&tbfi hRnd9:wbichi/with a vow'd cojatradt. 
Was fast faciockrdan t&ine: .this is the body. 
That took away ihe^matcb from Xsabd, 
And4i(l.«uikply thee « at thy garden-house," 
In her ,iRi0gi(i!d person. 231' 

. DuAe, Know you this woman ? 

Lucia, Carnally, she says* 

DuAfi, : Sirrah, - no more. ^ 

X»c^s>£nough) my lord. 

</^^.vMyloixiy 1 must confess, I know this woman ; 
^nd|-. five yews- sincci there -was some speech of mar- 
riage 

K i j getwixt 
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Betwixt myself and her : which was i>roke off. 

Partly, fgr tliat heV promised proportions 

C^nie short of compoisition ^ but, in chief. 

For that her reputation was disvalu*d ^4 1 

In levity s since wliich time, of five years, 

I never. spake with her, saw her, nor heard from her. 

Upon my fiiith and honour. 

MarL Noble prince. 
As there comes light &om heaven, and. wonds from 

breath, 
/Vs there is sens^ in truth, and truth in virtue, 
I am affianced this man's wife, as stroi\gly 
As words could make jip vo^s : ^' and, my good lord,' 
'< But Tuesday niglit last gone, in his garden^hoiue,' 
V He knew me as a wi£e &*' As this is true, ft^i 

Let me in safety raise me from my knees | 
Qr else for ever be confixed here, 
A marble monument ! . .- 

4ng* I did but smile *tili now | . 
Now, good my lord, give naethe scope of justice $ • 
My patigice here is touch*d : I do perceive ' 
These poor informal women are no more 
But instruments of some more mightier member. 
That sets them on : let me have way, my lord. 
To find this pra6lice.out. 261 

Duke, Ay, with my heart ; 
And punish them unto your height of- pleasure.— 
Thou foolish friar ; and thou pernicious woman, 
(^ompa^ with her that's gone! think*st thou thy oaths, 
Though they would swear down each particular saint, 

- Were 
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Wfc^ te^tikBOOiiJ^-^g^inst his worth and credit, . . 
That'^^^rd^ijKjipprobation ? — ^You, Iprd .£scalua» 
Sit ^ith my cousin ; lend him your kind f>aiQs. 

To find, out this iL^use, whence *tis derived. 

There is anotheer ficiar, that $et them' on ; ' , 271/ 
Let him be sent for. 

Ptter, Would he were here, my lord ; for he, in- 
deed. 
Hath set the women en to this complaint : 
Your provost knows the place where he abideS| 
^d.he may fetch h^m. 

Duke, Go, do it instantly.— 
^nd you, my noble and well-warranted cousin, , 
Whom it concerns to hear this matter forth. 
Do with your injuries as seeiiis you best^ . 280 

In any chastisement : I for a while 
Will leave you 5 stirNnot you, till you have lyell 
Determined upon these slanderers. * L-?^''- 

. fffcal. My lord, we'll do it thoroughly. — Signior 
]Lucip, did not.you say^ .you knew * that .friiir^Lodo- - 
wick, to be a dishqQe^t person P 

Lucio, Cucullus non facit monackum: honest in no* 
thing, but inl^ ck^ths; and qoe ,tiiat.hf^h'Spo|^e 
?B^.viJi0ii>PKi?fppfCJb»s:of.tbe^d4^. ,., .. 

Escal. W-c^hait^iiaFfjal: y-ov^ i^o. ^abi4e -hfire rtil}.^© 
con\e, *< ^^d^iiprPe'JAkCpx.Againsjt^bii^:" We shaH* 

fjucio. As any in Vienna, o;i lay word. .^. 
^sqfiir i^aU ~l*^t f aja^ Isabel fteff once again j . I 
would spe^ j^riA 1^ s J^, jpu, i»y WU, give me; 

Kiij Jeavc 



leave to question'; you sliall see how I'll handle her. " 
^udo. Not better than he, by h«: own report, * 
Escal, Say you? • 

Luci(t, Marry, sir, I think,' if you handled her pri- 
vately, she should sooner confess : perchance, pub- 
iickly she*ll be asham*d. . 

♦ '• . • . - • . ..' 

EnUr Duke in the Friar's habit^ and Provost. Isabella 

ishrougkliji, 

Escal. I will go darkly to work with her. ^i 

Lucio. That's the way; for women are Ijght at^ 

midnight. 

Esccd. Come on, mistress ; here's a gentlewoman^ 

denies all that you have said; 

• Lucio, My lord, here comes the rascal I spoke of; 
here with the Provost. 

Escal, In very good time :^— speaknot you to him, 
'till we call upon you. - 

Ludo. Mum. - Sti 

EscaL Come, «ir ^ did you set these women on tO' 
slander lord Angelo ? they have confess'd you did. ^ 

• Duke. 'Tis feTse. 

• Escal.- How ! know you where you arc ? * 
Duke. Respe6l to your great place ! and let the devil - 

Be sometime honoured for his burnkig throne t — 
Where is the duke \ *tis he should hear me speak. 

' ^cal. The duke*s in us ; and we will heai* you speak t^ 
Look, you speak justly. Sso 

' Duke. Boldly, at least t-^But, oh, poor souls. 
Come you to seek the lamb here c^the lox ? . 

'. " Good 



Good ni gli t trf your' liedtdss : - 1 s the duke gone ? 
Then is: yotf*^ cause ^gone too . The duke*s unjwsf. 
Thus to retort^'yaur tnanifest appeal, 

A^ put ^sour tiiad in t})e viUain's^mouthi 

Which tore- yoa come 4to accuse.. ....-:.,. • - 

Lucio, This is the rascal ; this is he, I spoke of. 
" :Es€al: ^ Why;:thKHi iinrev^-eftdand iiiihallbw^d friar I 
Is't not enough, thou hasf. suborrt*d these Wdmen ' 
To acaise this worthy man j but, in foul mouth, 
« And'iirthe -witness of ihis proper eaar,' • ' " ^32 
To call him villain ?.. ,-.. ... „ „. ^ 
And then to glance from him to the duke himself, 
To- tax him with injustice ?-^Take him hence f • 
To the rack .with him J-^W-e'il.touze you joint by. 

joint, . ; • . . . , . 
But we -wHLkiidw this purpose :-*.What t unjust ? " 

Duke» Be not so* hot $ the duke ; 
l^re no fnofe< stretch this finger of* mine, than he 
I^are radc liis own^ kis sufoje6b' I am ndt. 
Nor here provmcial : My .bifisines& in this state -i 

>^de me-'ilodkcr'-oBt htrc in Vienna^: . • .34a 

Where r have seen corrnption boii and bubble, 
*Till it o'er-nin the stew : " laus,. foraH fi^ults; 
** Btit feulls so countenanc*d, that t^ie strong statittes* 
<< 'Stand like the- fopfeits in a ba£ber?s.ah9py 
*<'As-nHitliin-mcx:k-as1nasrk.!* j . : .u 

c^cal. Slander to the state! Away; vrith him to 
-prison. ; ! ' .iv 

• Ang» What can you Tooch a^nst-him, sigiiibr 

• • ■ • lAicio^ '•'.■■■* ^i •,• ; •'--'-■ - «' ; . ,' ^ 
I - . * la 
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Is this the man, that you did teU m of ? . 

Liicio,. 'Tis he, my lord. Come hither^goodmaa ^• 
bald-pate: Do you know, me > .351 

Duie. I remember you^Jsir, by tiie sound of your • 
voice : I met you at the pxisouy ixt the, absence of the 
duke. . ; . 

Lucto^ Qh|. did you so ^ And do you i^enttmher 
vhat you, said of the duke ^ 

IhiAe, Most notedly, sir. 

Luciff, Vo you so» sir > And was the duke aJftesh** 
monger, a fool, and a coward, as yoti then.reported 
him to be ? ' 360. , 

DuAe. You must, sir, change persons with mc,. ere . 
you make that my report : you, indeed, spoke. so of 
him ; and much more, much worse. 

Lucio, O thou danmable fellow ! Did not I pluck 
thee by the nose, for fhy speeches ? 

DuAe» I protest, I love the duke, as I lore myself,, 

Ang. Hark 1 how the villain would .close noW|. . 
after his treasonable abuses. 

Escaf. Such a fellow is not. to he talked. withal s. . 
Away with him to prison : — " Where is the provost ? . 
'< — ^Away ^nth him to^rison; lay bolts enough upon 
*' him i .l$ft him^ speak no more T*— -away .Witb lbpse> 
giglots too^ roi&d.with the other confederate (ojnpa«* 
nion. [ The Protest lap kands p« M< I)h^»- 

fiuke Stay, sirj stay awhik. . . 375 

Ang. What ! resists he > Help him,. Lucio* 
' lucid. Come, sir; come, sir ; comet sir: foh^ sirs. 
Why, you bald-pated, lying rascal 1. you. must be 

hoodedi 



hooded, n^ti^t jrom T-^sfaipw your knave's visige, wkh 

a pox to you ! show your sheep -bktng face, and be 

hang'd an hour! Will* t not ott'?- < '.'-'■_ 

[PuUs(^ th€ friar's hopd^ tdnd.diiceBoers the Dukei^ 

/ Duke^ Thou art'the iirst knaves' tliat e er nuid*st a 

-duke.—-; . i < . . . 582 

First, provost, let me bail these gentle three : 

Sneak not away, sir; [/« lucio^\.iox: the friar- and yoi| 

Must have a word anon i^^y hold oh him^ • V 

Lud0» Xhis may pr6v« worse than hanging. ' 

J^uke. What youi' have spoHe, I pardpn ; sit you' 

ciown.-^— ( ■ [To Escalus» 

We'll borrow place of 'him :-*-S}r, by your leave : ' 

. \.Td Angela 9 

Hast tliou cf word, .or wit, or in»pudeoce. 

That yet can do thee office ? if thou ha^y • 

* Rely upon it till my tale be heard, 

And hold no longer ottt. ' » . .. t • - gf)* 

An]^. O my ^r«ad lord, ' , : ' / ' : .' - 

I should be guiltier than my g^ilttnessi ; 

To think I can be undisceiTiable, ' ^ .> • .^.'. 

When I perceive,, your grace, like power divine, ^ ' 

Ha^h looked upon sny passes : Tlien,>' good prince, ' 

No longer session hold upon my shame. 

But let my thai be mine own confession f ' ' . 

Iihmedi^ sentence then, and sequent death^ ' 

Is all the grace I beg. . . . ' . 

, J[)z<if«vCome hither, Mariana: — 40 1 

Say, wast thou e*er contraftfid to this i^om^n. ? • v 

Ang. I was, my lord. 

Duke, 



Duke. G6 take her Jhashce» and varry t^. in* 
... . .stantly-T-. . . - 

Do you the ofHce, fiiar $ which .cofismnmate* 
I^etum him heit sguii :r^Go with-hhH) pmyost. 

. EscaL My lord^ I am more amax'd.mi -his disho* 

no\st. 
Than at. the stnungeness of it. 

Dttie. Come hither, Isabel: 
«< Yoiir friai: is aow your.prince i .A« I v#a$;theti • 
<< Advertisiogf a^d holy tg yojor husinesa^ .. .^is 
V. Not><;lidinging heart with habit,. I am> «liU 
♦• Attorney 'd at yo\ir service/' . . ,. 
. Isa^, Ohp give me pardon. 
That I, yc^r;yas8al> have c»iploy!'d:andt)aitt*d 
Your unkn9wn<sovereignty^ 

Duke, You arc pfirdon,'d, Isabel : . 

And now, dear maid, J^e you.as free to.us* 
Your brother's death, I know^. JsitSiAt your hearts. 
And you may pEiarrel, why I.obscurfd.n^yaeli^ . 
X'abouring to save his life ; **.:uid vwould iidt jrather 
*' Make rash remonstrance of my Inddehrpower, ^ftg 
** Thanilel!.bim be so 'lost ;*^ Oh, most Jdad maid^ 
It was the swift celerity of his death, - 
Which I did{ think with slower foot came on, 
That br^n'd my. pmrpose : ; Qut, peace bcxwithiiim t 
That life is better life, past fearing death, 
Than that which lives to fear i make it year, comfortj, 
So, happy js. your brother. 

^Re-enUr 
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Ee-enter PL\HQt^Op. MAMXAnXfVKTZKf end PrcvosW 

Isab. I do, my lord. 

Duke. For this new-mailryM man, apprbaching here. 
Whose salt imagination yet hath wrong'd 4 ©a 

. Your well- defended honour, you must pardon him 
For Mariana's sake : But as he adjudgM your brother 
(Being criminal, .in double violation 
Of sacred chastity ; and of promise -breach. 
Thereon dependant, for your brother's life). 
The very mercy of the" taw cries ouf 
Most audible, even from his proper tongue^ 
An Angeb for ^laudiOf death for death* ' ^^i 

Haste still pays' haste, and leisure answei'S leisure ; 
Like dotfi quit like, and M«ittr<f Still/?r Measure. ' 
Then, Angela,' thy faiultVthus manifested- 
Which though tfaou wouWstf deny," dtnies thee van* 

tage: 
Wc do condemn thee to the very block 
Where Claiidio atoojjni' i?o death; and with like 

haste;—** ■ • 

Away with'hiiri.' * ' 

ilfonV Ch,'iny* most gfacibus lord, * 
I hope, you will not mock me with a husband ? 

Duke^ It is yout husband mcickM you with a hus-. 
l>and : ' 
Consenting to the safeguard of your honour, 4^ 
I thought ybu'r-tifia'friage fit ; ^ else imputation, 
For that he knew ybu, might ^eprbach your life, 
And choak your good to' come : for his possessions. 

Although 



ja* ^MSA8Ul(.i FOR MB4StJlt.«.« J& K 

Although by confiscation they are ours, 

Wc do ehstate and widow you withal, : 

To buy you a better husband, ' . 
Aftfn.. Oh, my d^ear lord, 

I crave no other, nor no better man* 
DuAe, Never crave him ; we arc definitive. , 
Man, Gentle, my liege — ^ . . [Kneeling, . i|5f 
DuAe. Yoii do but lose your labour ; . 

Away with him to death. — ** Now, sir, to you. ] 

[ToLucto.*' 
Man, Oh, my. good lord !*-Swcet Isabel, take my 

part} ,-,■ . 

Xcftd me your knees, andall my life tp come 
I"*ll lend you all my life to do you service. 

Duke, Against all sense you do importune her t 
Should she kneel down, in mercy of this fa6l. 
Her brother's, ghost his paved bed would break. 
And take her hence in horror* 

Mart. Isabel^ • ," . ' ^ 47* 

/« Swtfet Isabel, do yet b^t kneel by me j 
** Hold up your hands, say nothing, I'll speak all. 
*< They say, best men are moulded out of faults j 
•* And, for the most, become much more the better 
** For .being a little bad 5 so may my husband." 
Oh, Isabel! will you not lend a knee ? 

Duke, He dies for Claudio's death. . 

Isa6, Most bounteous sir, [Kneeling), 

Look, if it please you, on this man condemned, 
As if my brother liv'd : I partly think, 48^ 

A due sincerity govern'd his deeds,, 
: ' "fill 
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*Till he did look on me ; since it 1$ so^ . 

I«et him not die s my brother had but justice 

In that he did the thing for whicUhe dy'd : 

For AngelO) 

His a& did not o*ertake his bad intent j 

And must be bury*d but as an intent. 

That perish'd by the way : thoughts are ne subje^s f 

Intents, but merely thoughts. 

J/fari, Merely, my lord. 492 

l)iike. Your suit*s'unprofitable ;' stand up, 1 say.-^* 
I have bethought me of another fault : — 
Provost, how came it, Claudio was beheaded 
At an unusual hour ? 

jhrov. It was commanded so. 

Duh. Had you a special warrant for the deed ? 

Prov. No, my good lord ; it was by private mes- 
; sage. 

Dnke,< For which 1 do discharge you of your office : 
Give up your kc>'s. 

Prov. Pardon me, noble lord: ^92 

I» thought it was a fault,- but knew it not ; 
Yet did repent me, after more advice : 
For testimony whereof, one in the prison. 
That should by private order else have dy*d^ 
I have reserved alive. 

Duke. What's h^? 
. Prov. His name is Barnardlne. 

Duke., I would, thou hiaid^st done sd by Claudio. — 
G0| fetch him hither ; let me look upon him. 

.... lExit ProTfost, 
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EscaL I am sony^ one so learned and 80 wise 
As you, lord Angelo, have still ^pear'd^ 51 g 

Should slip sOk gi^oasly, both m the beat of blood, 
And lack of temper'd judgment afterwaid. 

Ang, I am sorry, that stich soi^row I procure i 
And so deep sticks it in my penitent heart. 
That I craye death more willii^ly than mercy; 
•Tis my deserving, and I do entreat it. 

Re-enter Provost^ Barnardine, Claudio, and 

JULIETTA. 

Duke. Which is that ^arnardine I 

Prov. This, my lord. 3a i 

Duke., There was a friar told me <>f this man s — * 
Sirrah, thou art said to have a stubborn soul. 
That apprehend^ no farther than this world, 
And squar'st thy life according ; Thou'rt condemned ; 
But, for those earthly faults, I quit them all | 
I pray thee, take this mercy to provide 
For better times to coihe :—.—** Friar, advise him ; 
<« I kav^ him to your hand.** — What muffled fellow's 
that ? 

Proo. This is ifliother prisoner, that I sav*d. 
Who should have dy*4 when Ciaudio lost his head ; 
As like almost to Ciaudio, as himself. 539 

Duke, If he be like your brother, for his $ake 

[73ISAB. 

" is he pardOft'd j And, for your lovely sake, 
** Give me your h&nd, and say, you will be mine,*' 
He is my brotJier too : But fitter time for that. 

By 
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By thisy lord Angek> perceives he's Sftfe \ 
Methinks, I see a quickening in his eye :— <• 
Well, Angelo, your evil quits you well : 
Look, that you love your wife j her worthy worth 

yours— 
I find an apt remission in myself; 541 

And yet herc*s one in place I cannot p«rdon ;-:**- 
Youy sirrah^ that knew me for a fool, a coward, 

[TuLuciO. 
One all of luxury, an ass, a madf man \ 
Wherein have I deserved so of you. 
That you extol me thus I 

Lucio, *Faith, my lord, I spoke it but according to 
the trick : if you will haivg me fi»r it, you mdy, but I 
had rather it Would please you, I mi^^ be whip*d« 

Dukt, WhipM first, sir, and hang'd after •-« 
Proclaim it, provost, round about the city^ 
If any wonian^s Wrong'd by this lewd fdlow ^^% 

(As I have heard him swear himself, there's one 
Whom he begot with child), let her appear, . 
And he shall marry her ; the nuptial finished. 
Let him be whipM and hang*d, 

Lucio. I beseech your highness, do not marry me 
to a whore 1 your highness said even now, I made 
you a duke; good my Idrd, do not recompence me, 
in making me a cuckold. ^ 

Duke, Upon mme honour, thou shalt marry her. 
Thy slanders I forgive \ and therewithal 56a 

Remit thy other forfeits ir<<«Take hihi *to prison \ 
And sec our pleasure herein executed. 
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liuia. Marrying a punk, my lord, is pressing ta 
drath, whipping, and hanging. 

Duh. Sland'ring a prince deserres it.— 
She, Claiidio, that you wror^'d, look you restore. — 
Joy to you, Mariana ! — love her, Angelo j 
Iliave confess'd her, and J know her virtue. — 
Thanks, good friend Escalus, for thy much good- 

" There's nwre behind, that is more gratulate." — 

Thanks, provcet, for thy care, andsecresy^ 

We shall employ thee \n a worthier place;— 

•' Forgive him, Angelo, that brought you home 

" The head of Rago/ine for Claudio's ; 

"' The offence pardons itself." — Dear Isabel^ 

I have a motion much imports your good; 

Whereio if you'll a willing ear incline. 

What's mine is your's, and what is yours is mine : — 

So bring us to our palace j where we'H show 

What'syetbehind.that'smeet you all should know. 
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MEASURE /0r MEASURE.] Shaksfere took the 
fable of this play from the Promos and Cassandra of 
George vvhetfitone» published in 1378. See Theobald's 
note at the beginning of the play. 
' A hint, like a seed, is more or less proliikk, ac- 
cording to the qualities of the soil on which it is 
thrown* 1 his story, which in the hands of Whet- 
stone produced little' more than barren insipidity, 
under the culture of Shakspere became fertile of en- 
tertainment. The curious reader will find, that the 
•Id play of Promos and Cassandra exhibits an almost 
complete embryo of Measure for Measure; yet the 
bints on which it is formed are so sFight) that it is 

A i j nearly 
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nearly as impossible to detedl them, as it is to point 
out in the acorn the future ramifications of the oak. 
Whetstone opens his play thus : 

A^ !• Sc^ne I. 

** Promos, Mayor, Shirife, Sworde-bearer : one witli 
a bundle of keyes : Phallax, Promos Man* 
*' You officers wliich ndw in Juiio staye 
" Know you your leadge, the King of Hungarie 
«* Sent me to Promos^ to joyne with you in sway, 
** That styll we may to Justice-hdiVQ an eye. 
<' And now to show, my rule and power at lardge^ 
** Attentivelic, his letters pattents hearc : 
** PhallaXf reade out my Soveraignes chardge. 
« PkaL As you commaunde I wyll : give heedful 
care. 

[Phallax readeth the Kingis Letters Patients^ 

t^iic& must hefayrt wriittn in parchrnxnt^ 

with sme great cowterfeat zeaU^ 

«« Ptd. Loe, here you 8ce what is our'So?era5gnci 

wyl, 

f < Loe, heare his wlsh> tbat right* not might, bear 

swaye 5 
« I,oe, hearc hlf care, to weedc from good the yll, 
•f To scoorge the wightsi good laws thatdisobay, 
*' Such zeale he bears, unto the common wieale, 
<' (How so he byds, the ignoraunt to save) 
f < As he commaunde^ the lewde doo rigar feele^ 
&c. &c. &€• 



«< 
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<* Pro. Both swoorde and keies, unto my princes use, 
** I doo receyve and gladlie take my chardge* 
** It resteth nowe for to reform abuse, 
'• We poynt a tyme, of councell more at lardge, 
** To treate of which, a whyie we wyll depart. 
•* Al. speake. To worke your wyll, we yeelde a wil- 
ling hart." [Exeunt, 
The reader will find the argument of G. Whet- 
stone's Promos and Cassandra^ at the beginning of this 
play. See likewise the piece itself among Six old 
Plays on which Shakspere founded^ &c. published 
by S. Leacroft, Channg^Cross. . Stbevens« 
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ACT I. 

liaeS. Lists ] Boimds, limits, 

JOHNS0K» 
So, in Othello : 

« Confine yourself witliin a patieQt /»<•** 

^TEEVEUrs, 
•F. .J I ■ Then no more renudns^ 

But that your sufficiency, ai your worth is able. 
And let them wor hi Then nothing remains mori 
than to tell yoUy that your virtue is now inztested with 
power efual to your hnoioledgt and wisdom* Let there/on 



your knewUdgi and your virtue now work together. It 
may easily be conceived how sufficitndesvf^^^ by an in- 
articulate speaker, or inattentive hearer, confibunded 
with suficiency as, and how a^kd, a word v«ry un* 
usual, was changed into able. For {thUd, however, 
^n authoi'ity is not wanting. Lear uses it in the same 
sense, or nearly the same with the Duke. As for 
^ufficzeuctesf D. Hamilton in his dying speech, prayai 
that Charles II. ?nay exceed both thfi virtues md suffi« 
^{^Tizies of his father, Johnson, 

The uncommon redundancy, as well as obscurity, 
of this verse, may b^ considered as some evidence of 
its corruption.- Take away the two first words, and 
the sense joins well enough with what went before* 
Then (says the Duke) no more remains to say: 
Tour suJIiciency as your worth is able, 
And let them work, 
i. e. Tour skill in government is in aJtility to serve me^ 
e^ual to the integrity of your hearty and let them co-operate 
in your future ministry, 

. The versification requires, that either something 
should be added, or something retrenched. The lat* 
ter is the easier, as well as the fafer task. I join in 
the belief, however, that a line is lost j and whoever 
is acquainted with the inaccuracy of the folio (for of 
thh play there h no other old edition), will find my 
opinion justified. St be v en s. 

Some words seem to be lost here, the sense of 
irhich, pediaps, may be thus siUpplied : 

I ■ t he^ 



^/ i^fit toyeur mfficitruiy |f<m |>ut 
A ti^^ AS vyiUiog Of >«wr imrtk is akU^ 

And kt them work, . ■ ■ j TynwHITTt . 

10. ■ ■ ■ K 4ht Urtiu] Tirmi meftn tiie technical 
lai^uage of the courts* An oI4 book called Le^ 
prmes deialfy (wrkten in Henry the Eighth^s time)^ 
i^M ki Shak4pere*3 days, and ifi iu>w« tK« accidence of 
young students in the hvr, Bi^ackston b« 

It. FQrcmrwnjwticfyfiUifreiprtgn^ntin,] Tin 
vrord pregnant is used with this signification in Hamm 
AlUy or Af<frry Tric^, *6ii, where a lawyer 15 rcpre- 
aeoted re;^ling» 

«* In trice&simo primo Alberti Magni^r- 
•< *Ti5 very clcar^-*^ place is vtx^ pr^gmnt^* 
I. *. very txpres^ive^ ready ^ or very ^^ v»^4 manii^^ 

" -—the proof is most pregnant,*^ Stee vins, 

t6» J Ffiryim musi knm^ W9 have mtk special 

soul 

EUQtd kiH cur absence to supply ^l By the 
words, with special saU eic^d him^ I believe, the poet 
^eant, that he Xf^as the immediate choice qfkis heart, 
A similar expressbn occurs in Troiius ami Cressida : 
** ■ ■ III w ith private soui 
** Did in great Jlion thus translate htm to mf •'* 
Again, more appositely, in the Tetriptst •* 
« ■ „ ■ ., 1 1 i f or several virtues 
*f Have I lik'd several women, never any 
V With so/k// tmdi but sonie Aelea/* &c. 

Stbbvens, 
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We have zoith special soul.] This seems to be only 

a translation of 1bhe usual formal words inserted in 

all royal grants^-** De gratia nostra speciali et ex 

mcro motu."— Malone^ 

»9, There is a kind ofckaraBer in thy life 

Thaty to the observery &c.] Either this intro«« 
dudllon has more solemnity than meaning, or it has a 
meaning which 1 cannot discover. What is there 
peculiar in this, that a man's /j/^ informs the ob.'jerver 
of \(\skist9ry9 Might it b^ supposed ths^t Shakspere 
wrote this \ 

There is a kind ejckara^er in thy look. 
History may be taken in a more diffuse and licen^ 
tious meaning, iov future oecurnnces, or tii<* part of 
life yet to come. If this sense be received, the pas- 
sage is clear and proper. Johnson. 
Shakspere must, 1 believe, be answerable for tho 
unnecessary pomp of this introduction. He |ias the 
same thought in Henry IV. P. II, which is some com- 
ynent on this passage before us : 

** There is a history in all men*s lives, 
** Figuring the nature of the times deceased > 
'• The which observ*d, a man may prophesy 
« With a near aim, of the main chance of things 
** As yet not come to life," &c. Ste evens. 
'ga. Are not thine own so proper^ ] f . e, are not 
so much thy x>wn property. Stebvens, 

33- -^thera on thee. ] The old copy reads— M^ on 
thee. Steevens. 

3^.* ... y ^r if our virtues, SccI 

** Pautum 
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^ PaiduM stputtm disiat inertm 

** CiUita virtus.** Hon Warburton. 

SOy in Mas3iQger*s Maid ofHonpur: 
** Virtue, if not in action, is a vice, 
** And, when we move not forward, we go back* 
ward." 
So in the Latin adage'^-iVbn progtcdi est regredi, 

St££VEN8« 

38. .*..^/0/«e»5iiM;— ] To great consequences. 
For high purposes. John son • 

—nor naiurt never Uids'] Two negatives, not 
employed to make an affirmative, are common in our 
author. 
5o> in Juiius Casar : 

«« There is no harm intended to your person, 
4< Nor to no Roman else.'* STEEVSift* 

4s, m \ j t u I do tend ffny speech 

To one that can my part in Aim advertise ;] This 
js obscure. The meaning is, I dire^ my speech to 
one who is able to teach me how to govern : my part 
in hzMy signifytng office, which I have delegated to 
him. My part in him advertise ; 1. €, who knows what 
a^ertains to the charafler of deputy or viceroy. 
Qan advertise my part in him $ that is, his representatk^n 
of my person, Warburtov. 

44. Moid therefore Angela .*] That is, continue to be 
Angelo ; hold as thou art, Jomnsom* 

I believe that-*^//0^ therefore Angelo^ are the words 
which d)e Duk({ utters QH tendering his commission 

Ml 
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to him. H^ concludes with— 72(Ae iky ammission. 

. . , Stbkvens, 

If a full point be put after thtrefort^ the Duke may 
be understood to speak of himself. Hold therefore^ 
i, €, Let me therefore hold, or stop. And the sense 
of the whole passage may be this : The Duke, who 
has begun an exhortation to Angelo, checks himself 
thus : *' But I am. speaking to one, that can in him [in, 
or by himself] apprehend my part [all that I have to 
say] : 1 will therefore say no more [on that subjeft].'* 
He then merely signifies to Angelo his appointment. 

Tyrwhitt, 

48. '•^Jirst in question^ 1 ■ ] That is, first called 
for i first appointed. Johnson. 

55. We have with a leaven*d and prepared choice"] 
Leavened choice is one of Shakspere*s harsh metaphors. 
His train of ideas seems to be this : I have proceeded 
to you zvith choice mature, conco6ted, fermented, iea* 
vened. When bread is leavened^ it is left to ferment 3 
a ieavened choice is therefore a choice not hasty, but 
considerate ; not declared as soon as it fell into the 
imagination, but suffered to work long in the mind. 

Johnson.' 

66. bring you something on the way.'] f\ e« 

accompany you part of your way. * ♦ #^ 

' 6g. ,m..^your scope is ax mine own] That is, your 

amplitude of power. Johnson* 

109. ■;'« metre ?] In the primers, there are 

metrical graces, such as, I suppose, were used in 
Shakspere's time. Johnson. 
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113. "-^-^despigkt of aU controversy :'\ SatiricalFy 
Insinuating, that the controversies about grace were so 
intricate and endless, that the disputants unsettled 
«very thing but this, that grace was grace; which, 
however, in spite of controversy, still remained cer- 
tain. ' Warburton. 

I am in doubt whether Shaksp6re*s thoughts reached 
9ofar into ecclesiastical disputes. Every commenta* 
tor is warped a little by the traft of his own profes« 
sion. The question is, whether the second gentle** 
man has ever heard grace I The first gentleman 
limits the question to grace in metre* Lucio enlarges 
it to grace in any form or language. The first gentle- 
man, to go beyond him, says, or in any religion ; 
which Lucio allows, because the nature of things is 
unalterable; grace is as immutably gi'ace, ais his 
merry antagonist is a wicked villain* Difference in 
rell^on cannot make a grace not to ht grace^ 2i prayer 
not to be holy $ as nothing can make a villain not to be 
a villain. This seems to be the meaning, such as it 
is. Johnson. 

1 16* thert went but a pair ^ sheers between us, ] We 
are both of the same piece. Johnson. 

So, in the Maid of the Mill^ by Beaumont and 

Fletcher : 

•* There went but a pair of sheers and a bodkin 
between them." Stbevens. 

• The same expression is likewise found in Marston's 
Malecuntent, 1604 : " There goes but a pair of sheers be- 
twixt 
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twixt an emperx»r and the son of a bagpiper ; only the 
dying, dressing, pressing, and glossing, makes the 
diiierence." Ma lone* 

1 ag. pU'^dj as thou art piTJ, for a French velvet, — ] 
The jest about the pile of a French velvet, alludes to 
the loss of hair in the French disease, a very frequent 
topick of our author's joculsu-ity. Lucio, finding that 
the gentleman understands the distemper so well, and 
mentions it so feelingly f promises to remember to 
drink his AealtA, but to forget to drink after him* It 
was the opinion of Shakspere's time, that the cup of 
an infe6ted person was contagious . Johnsov. 

The jest lies between the similar sound of the woidt 
piU^d and piVd, This I have elsewhere explained* 
under a passage in Henry VHL 

" P>^*<^ priest thou liest." STBBvm^* 

138. To three thousand dollars a year, 1 A quibble 
intended between dollars and dolours, Hanmbr. 

The same jest occurred before in the Tempest. 

JoHKSOK. 
140. A French crown iftore.] Lucio means here not 
the piece of money so caUed, but that venereal scab, 
which among the surgeons is styled corona Veneris, 
To this, I think, our author likewise makes Quince 
allude in Midsummer Night^s Drjeam : 

** Same of your French crottms have no hair at all, 
and then you willpla^ barC'/aced.** 
For where these eruptions are, the skull is carious, 
and the party becomes bald. Thbojqa(.i>, 

8 So, 
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So, m the Return from ParitcMfusy 1606 i 
** I m«y chance, indeed, to give the world a bloody 
aose, but it shall hardly ghre me a crackM croi¥% 
though it gives other poets Frtnch croums,** 
Again, in the Dedication to GabrUi Harve/$ Hunt is 

•* —never metst with any requital, except it were 
tome few French crcwnes, pird friers Crownes,*' Sic. 

Stesvensu 

169. what wiik tke sweaty'] This may allude 

to the sweating sickness, of which the memory Was 
▼efy fresh in the time of Shakspere : but more pro«* 
bably to the method of cure then used for the diseaset 
contra6led in brothels . Johnson. 

So, in the comedy of DoSar DodypoUf 1600 1 
** You are very moist, sir ; did you sweat all this, 

I pray > 
'< You have not the distascj I hope/* 

STSEVSNt. 

173. Enter Ctoum,'] As this is Use first Cloum wb« 
makes his appearance in the plays of onr author, it 
may not be amiss, from a passage in Tarhon*s Ntwi 
0U of Piirgat9ry, to point out one of the ancient dressea 
appropriated to the charafter. 

<( ^msi sawe one attired in russet, wi^ a button'd 
cap on his head, a great bag by his side, and a strong 
bat in his hand $ so artiikiaUy attired ibr a down, as 
I began to call Tarlton*s woonted shape to remen* 
brance.** toMVENs. 
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174. ^^Wkai has he done ? • 

Clown. A woman,'] The ancient meaning of the 
v«rb to do (though now obsolete), may be guessed at 
from the following passages : 

** Chiron, Thou hast undone our mother. 

«* Aaron, Villain, I've done thy mother." 

Titus Andronicusm 
Again, in the Mazdas Tragedy, a6^ ii. Evadne, whil« 
undressing, says: 

" I am soon undone, 

Duia answers, " And as soon done.** 
Hence the name of Over-done^ which Shakspcre has 
appropriated to his bawd, Co L l 1 ns • 

177. in a peculiar river] t. e, a river belong^^ 

ing to an individual ; not publick property. 

Malone. 

188. '--'shali all our houses of resort in the suburbs 
ie pull* d down ^] This will be understood from the^ 
Scotch law of Jameses time, concerning huires (whores): 
** that comoun women be put at " the utmost endes of 
townesj quiere least perril of fire is.** Hence Ursula 
the pig-woman, in Bartholomew- Fair : ** I, I, game- 
sters, mock a plain, plump, soft wench of the suburbs^ 
do!** Farmer. 

So, in the Malcontent, 1604, wl^en Altofront dis- 
misses the various charadiers at the end of the play 
to different destinations, he says to MacquerelU the 
bawd : 

<« I > thou unto the suburbs.** 

i Again, 
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Again, in Bam^ Alley, or Merry Tricks, 1611: 

<< Some fourteen bawds, he kept her in tAe su6m 

urbsr 

See Martial, where summceniana and suburhana are 

applied to prostitutes. St sevens. 

AU houses in the suburbs.^ This is surely toogcneral 

in expression, unless we suppose that all the houses 

in the suburbs were bawdy-houses. It appears too, 

froni wliat the bawd says below, ** But shall all our 

houses of resort in the suburbs be pulled down ?" that 

the Clown had been particular in his description of the 

houses which were to be pulled down. 1 am there* 

fore inclined to believe that we should read here, all 

bawdy-houses, or all houses of resort in the suburbs. 

Tyrwhitt. 

The licensed houses of resort at Vienna are at this 

time all in the suburbs, under the permission of the 

Committee of Chastity. S. W» 

207. Tkus can the demi-god, mithority, 

Mahe us pay down for our offence by weight. ^~ 
The words of heaven \—^on whom it will, it will*. 
On whom it will not, so ; yet still Uisjust. ] The 
wrong pointing of the second line hath made the pas- 
sage unintelligible. There ought to be a full stop 
at weight. And the sense of the whole is this; The 
demi-god. Authority, mahes us pay the full penalty of our 
offence, and its decrees are as little to be questioned as the 
zoords of heaven, which pronounces its pleasure thus — / 
punish and remit punishment according to my' oum uncon^ 
irolable will\ and yet who can say^ what ^ dost thou?—' 

Bij MaU 
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Make ttspay dcwn^ for cur offtnct^ by meigit, is a fine 
expression to signify paying the f»dl penalty. The 
metaphor is taken from paying money by weighty 
which is always exaft ; not so by taU^ on account of 
the pra&ice of diminishing the species. 

Warbu&tok. 
I suspe6l that a line is lost. JoflNSOiii, 

■ It may be read, thi sword of heatttn* 
Thus can the dtm-gcd authorUyf 
Make us pay down for our ojfenot^ by weight"^ 
The sword of heaven ;—0S whomf &c, 
Jsdkority is then poetically called the sword of heaven^ 
which will spare or punish as it is commanded. The 
alteration is slight, being made only by taking a 
single letter from the end of the word, and placing it 
at the beginning. 

This very ingenious and elegant emendation was 
suggested to me by the Rev. Pr. Roberts, of Eton ; 
and it may be countenanced by the following passage 
in the Cobler^s Prophecy ^ 1^94 : 

** —rla brief they are the swords- of heaven to 
punish." 
Sir W. Davenant, who incorporated this play of 
Shakspere with Much Ado about Nothingy and formed 
out of them a tragi-comedy called The Lam againU 
lovers, omits the two last lines of this speech ;^I sup- 
pose, on account of their seeming obscurity. 

Stebvens, 

The very ingeaious emendation proposed by Dr. 

Upberts, is yet more strongly supported by anotiier 

passage 
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passage in the play before us, where this phrase oc« 
curs, a6t iii. sc. last : 

** He who tht stoord of heaven will bear, 

'< Should be as holy, as severe.'* Malonb« 

Notwithstanding Dr. Roberts's ingenious conjec- 
ture, the text is. certainly right. Authority ^ being 
absolute in Angelo, is finely styled by Chudio, the 
demi-gx>d. To his uncontrolable power, the poet 
applies a passage ^rom St. Paul to the Romans j ch. ix. 
V. 15, 18, which he properly styles, the zoords 0/ hea^* 
ven : For he saith to Mosesy J will have mercy on whom 
i will have mercy^ &c. - And again : Therefore hath hi 
mercy on whom he will have mercy^ &c. HfiNLEY* 

It should be remembered, however, that the poet 
is here speaking not of mercy, but punishment, 

Malons* 

Mr. Mai one might have spared himself this re-« 
mark, had he recollected that the words of St Paul 
immediately following, and to which the &c* referred, 
are — << and whom he wiH he hardeneth,** See also the 
preceding verse. Henley. 

217. fUhe rats thatraym down their proper bane J] To 
ravin signifies to swallow voraciously Mr. Reed cite^ 
for this use of Xht word, Wilson's Epistle to the Earl of 
Leicester^ prefixed to his Discourse upon Usurye, 1572, 
** For these bee the greedie cormoraunte wolfes in^ 
deede that ravyn up both beaste and man.'* 

Reed, 

218. cM^M &;< drink, fire die.} Soj in Revengo 

fnr HwouTf by Chapman t 

Biij «•— like 
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^* «^Ii)ce poiaoa'd ratSy which when they've swai* 

i6wM 
<< The pleasing bauiey rest not until they drink, 
** And can rest then much less, untit they burst/* 

Steeveks* 
ft 34* ^8^ posaasion cf JuUmUo's bed^ /Src.] This 
speech is surely too indelicate to be spoken concern- 
ing Juliet, before her face, for she appears to be 
brought in with the rest, though she has nothing to 
say. The Clown points lier out as they enter ; and 
yet, from Claudio's telling Lucio, tkat he knows ik€ 
iadyy Sec, one would think she was not meant to have 
made her personal appearance on the scene. 

Stbbtbws. 
The little seeming impropriety there is, will be 
entirely removed, by supposing that when Claudio 
ptops to speak to Ltido, tlie provost's officers depart 
with Jiilittta* Remarks, 

«47. '^■^he/ault andgHmpse qfniwaeis\] The mean- 
ing seems to \i t\»mdu tk$r it ht the fault of newness, 4 
fwdt mrukigfrom the mind being dazzled by a novel au^ 
tAorityf of wkiei ikt mw gwtrnpr £€$ yet bad only ^ 
glimpse \ bos yet onfy tabtn a batty turvey. Malox b, 
S54. *^But ibis new g9H9rn$r 

Awakes fm aU $be enrolled peoalties 

9Vbick kam^ Ube trntetmr^d artnom'f hung by 

thiewnlU 
So long ^ 

Now puts tb£ drowsy and neglt^ed -aS 
fr^bly en ffif •] Loud Strai&rdy in the con- 

elusion 
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elusion of his Defence in the House of Lords^ had, 
perhaps, these lines in his thoughts : 

** It is now full two hundred and forty years since 
any man was touched for this alleged crime, to tliis 
height, beforemyself.— -*— Let us rest contented -with 
that which bur fathers have left us ; and not awake 
those sUtpiug lions, to our own destru6^ion, by raking 
up a Jew musty recordSf that haue lain so many ages by 
iJke walls, qaitt forgotten 9jndnegle3ed* Maloms. 
a^fi, m,^ike»it«c^rVansM<r,-w«<^] So,in 7f02/ir« 
mtd Cressida : 

<< Like rusty mailiti monumental mockery." s 

Stbeveks* 
fi5 7* So long, tHat nineteen zodiacks have gent round, ] 
The Duke jn the scene immediately following says. 
Which for these nineteen years toe ha!0€ let sltep* 

Theobalb* 
262. -««-^0 tickle ^l i, e. ticklish. This word is 
frequently used by our old dramatick authors. So^ 
ia The true Tragedy of Marius and ScUla, 1594 1 
« l ords x>{ Asia 

** Have stood on tickle terms.** 
Again, in The Widow's Tears, by Chapman, 1612 : 
•< MB ■ ■ iiupon as tickle a pin as tlie needle of a 
dial." StEEVENs, 

268. — « ' 'her approbation :] t. e, enter on her 
probation, or noviciate* So, again, in this play : 

•* I, ixi probation of a sisterhood.*'-^—- 
Again, in the Merry De^l of Edmonton, 1608 f 

** Madam, 
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. ** Madam, for a twelvemonth's approbation^ 
" We mean to make the trial of our child." 

Ma LONE. 

273. , prone and speechless dialtSj] I can 

scarcely tell what signification to give to the word 
prone. Its primitive and translated senses are well 
known. The author may, by a prone dialed, mean 
a dialect which men are prone to regard, or a dialed 
natural and unforced, as those adlions seem to which 
we are prone. Either of these interprets^tipns are suf- 
ficiently strained ; but such distortion of words is not 
uncommon in our author. For the sake of an easier 
sense, we may read. 

In her youth 
There is a pow'r, and speechless diaieSf 
Such as moves meH, 
Or tlius : 

There is a prompt and speechless diaUBm 

Johnson. 
Prone^ perliaps, may stand for hwnhle, as a prone 
posture is a posture of supplication. 

So, in The Opportunity ^ by Shirley, 1640 t 
** You have prostrate language.** 
: The same thought occurs in the Winter'^s Tale • 
** The silence often of pure innocence 
** Persuades, when speaking fails.*' 
Sir .W. Davenant, in his alteration of the play, 
changes prone to sweet, I mention some of his varia- 
tionS| to shew that what appear difficulties to us, 

were 
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were difficulties to hixBy who living nearer the time 
of Shakspere, might be supposed to have imderstood 
his language more intimately. St sevens. 

Prone is used here for ^amfi. So, in our aulhor*s 
Mapecf Imcrtct^ 1594 : 

'^ O that/^rraf lust should stain so pure a bed 1** 

Malone. 

S79^ -'^^'^mider grievous impositzm:] I once thought 
it should be inquzsitienf but the present reading is 
probably right. T&e crime would he under grievmu 
penalties imposed. Jomnson« 

a8j. — —.-ilM^ at a game of tick-tack." ] Tick- 

tack is a game at tables.' Jeu au tric-trac is used in 
French, in a wanton sense. Ma lone. 

The same phrase, in Lucio*s wanton sense, occurs 
in Lusty Juvenius* St ee v en fi . 

fi^. Believe not thai the drUhling dart of love 

Can pierce a complete hosom: ] Think 

not that a breast completely armed can be pierced by 
the dart of love, that comts JluUering without Jorce, 

Johnson* 

fipg. I ' the life removed ;] *. e, a life of retire- 
ment, a life removed from the bustle of the world. 

Stebvens. 

297. {AvtanefsXti^Virt^ and firm abstinence)] StriC" 
tare ipay eainly be used for stridnea $ ure is indeed an 
old word, but, I think, always applied to things, 
never to persons. Johnson* 

Sir W. Davenant, in his alteration of this play, 
r^ads, striSnefiu Stebvens. 

305. 
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' 3c>5» '{The needful bits and curbs for ktad^ strong 
fteeds)] In the copies^ 

TAe ntedful bits and curbs for Aead-strong weeds. 
There is no matter of' analogy or consonance in the 
metaphors here : and, though the copies agree, I do 
not think the author would have talked of bits and 
curbs for weeds. On the other hand, nothing can be 
more proper, than to compare persons of unbridled 
licentiousness to head-strong steeds : and, in diis view, 
bridling the passions has been a phrase adopted by our 
best poets. Theobald. 

306. Which for these TiiTittttn years we have Ut.sleep. ; J 
In former editions, 

Which for these fourteen years we have let slip. 
^ or fourteen I have made no scruple to replace nineteen^ 
The reason will be obvious to him who recoHedls 
what the Duke [Claudio] has said in a foregoing 
scene. I have altered the odd plirase of letting the 
laws slip : for how does it sort with the comparisoa 
that follows, of a lion in his cave that went not out to 
prey ? But letting the laws sleeps adds a particular 
propriety to the . thing represented, and accords ex- 
a6tly too with the simile. It ijs the metaphor too 
that our author seems fond of using upon this occa* 
sion, in several other passages of this play s 

The law hath not been deadf. though it hath slept; 
I ^Tisnow awake. 
And, so again : 

■ ■ * but this new governor 

Awakes me all the enrolled penalties ; 
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and far a ndme. 

Now puts the drowsy and negUQed a6l 

Frsshly on me* Tr eoba ld* 

I once thought that the words Ut slip (which is the 
reading of the old copy, and I bdieve, right) related 
to the line immediately preceding— M« needful bits and 
curbs^ which we have suiiered for so many years to 
kang loose. But it is clear from a passage in Twelfth 
Night \YiZt these words should be referred to lataSf 
*' which for these nineteen years we have suffered to 
pass unnoticed — unobserved ',** for so the same phrase it 
used by Sir Andrew Aguecheek : ** Let him let the mat' 
ter slip, and I'll give him my horse grey Capulet.'* 
Again, in Marlow'3 Dodor faustus, 1631 : 

** Shall I let slip so great an injury V* 
Again, in A Mad World my Masters, by Middleton^ 
16^0: 

<< Welly things must slip and sleep— I will dis« 
semble." 
Again, in The Spanish Tragedy i 1605: ^ 

^* My simplicity may make them think 

" That ignorantly I will let all slipr* 
The two readings which Mr. Theobald has Intro- 
duced into the text, he might have found in an alter- 
ation of this play, published in 1700, by Charles 
Gildon, under the title of Measure for Measure, or 
Beauty the best Advocate :^ 

" We have strict statutes and sharp penal laws, 

•« Which I have suffered nineteen years to sleep -^^ ' 

And 
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And he might have supported the latter by the fol- 
lowing passage in Hamlet : 

^ How stand I then, 

^* That have a father kiird, a mother staifiM, 
** Excitements of my reason and my bloody 
<« And let alt sleep,'* MalqKK* 

Mr. Malone, in a itote oA lint 154^ &^. Supposed 
Lord Strafford to have adrerted, in his defeiice» to 
thaft passage. It seems no less probaible that he 
thought upon th'rs, and if so^ it is obvious that he 
vnderstood sleep to be the original woi;4« HKi^LEr* 
Theobald's correction id misplaced. I( any cor« 
fection is really necessary, it sfeonld have been made 
where Claudio, in a fofegotng scene, says nmeteem 
years^. I am disposed to take the Duke*s words: 

W.MA.LLEY. 

A similar observation on this passage occurs in the 
Remarks. 

312. BtQomts more mock' dy than feared x-" — ] Be* 
comes was added by Mr. Pope^ to restore sense to tlie 
passage, some such word having been left out. 

Stbevens, 

339. &'M ^^] x'. «. since. Stekvens. 

330. To do it slandtr ■ ] The text stood. 

So do in slander*^ ■ ' " ■■ 
Smt Thomas Hanmer lias very well corrected it thus. 

To do it slander, ■ ^ 
Yet perhaps less alfctation might have produced the 
true reading. 

And 
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And yet my ncAurt never , in the sigkt^ 
So dmtxg sl^ndircd^ ■ ■ ■ 
And yet my nature never suffer slander by doing any 
•pen a^s^ of soverity. Johns6n. 

The old text stoodi 

■ '■ i n the sigJii 

To do in slander. 
Hanmer's emendation i^ in my opinion best. 
&>y in Hmry IV. Part I. 

*^DometiQ sidnder^ DSDuglas, I dare fight." 

Stbevens, 
The words in the precedirtg Wnt-^ambush and strike^ 
diew ihzxjight is the true reading. Ma Lone. 

334. How I may form:dly in person bear me] i. e. 
How I may demean myself, so as to support the cha- 
mtler I have assumed. Henley. 

- ■ ^ i n person ^^r— — ] Mr. Pope reads, 

■■ -my person Sear, 
Perhaps a word was dropped at the end of the line, 
which originally stood th«is : 

How I may/orpuUfy in person Sear me. 
Like a true friar. 
So, in the Tempest : 

" - s ome good instrn^ions give 

« How I may bear me here,*' 
Sir W. Davenant reads, in his alteration of the play, 

1 may in person a true friar seem. StEEYEKs.- 

• 33^» Stands at a guard*' — "] Standi on terms of 
defiance* J oh n s o ic. 
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372. -^-^make me not your j^ory.] Do not, by 
deceiving me, make me a subjefl; for a tale. 

, Johnson* 

Perhaps only. Do not divert yourself with wf, as you 
would with a story ; do not make me the subject of 
your drama. Benedift talks of becoming — the argu^ 
ment of bis own scorn. 

Sir W. Davenant res^ds — scom^ instead of story. 

Steevens. 

I have no doubt that we ought to read. 
Sir, mock me not : — your story. 
So, in Macbeth : * 

•* Thou com'st to use thy tongue : — thy story 
quickly/* 
In King Lear we have— ^** Pray do not mock me." 

I beseech you, sir (says Isabel), do not play upon 
my fears ; reserve this idle talk for some other occa- 
sion ; — proceed at once to your tale. Lucio's reply, 
[<* 'Tis true," — 1. e, you are righit ; I thank you for 
reminding me ?] which, as the text has been hitherto 
printed, had no meaning, is then pertinent and clear. 

What Isabella says immediately afterwards, fully 
supports this emendation : 

*• You do blaspheme the good in mocking mc." 

I have observed that almost every passage in our 
author, in which there is either a broken speech, or 
a sudden transition without a connecting particle, has 
been corrupted by the carelessness of either.thc tran- 
scriber or compositor. See a note on Lwe's Labour*^ 
Loit, a(5t ii. sc. i. 

•* A man 
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** A man of sovereign, pfeerless, he*s es- 

tecmM/' 
And another on Coriolanus^ a6l i. sc. 4. 

*' You shames of Rome I you herd of Boils 

and plagues 
** Plaster you o'erP* Malonb. 

' 373. — — — Vm my familiar sin 

With maids to seem the lapwings < ■] The 

Oxford editor's note on this passage is in these words : 
ne lapwings fy^ with seining fright and anxiety y far 
from their nests, to deceive those who seek their' young* 
And do not all other birds do the same? But what 
has this to do with the infidelity of a general lover, 
to whom this bird is compared } It is another quality 
of the lapwing that is here alluded to, viz. its per- 
petually flying so low and so near the passenger, that 
he thinks he has it, and then is suddenly gone again. 
This made it a proverbial expression to signify a 
lover's falsehood : and it seems to be a very old one | 
for Chaucer, in his Plowman^ s Tale, says : 
** -^ And lapwings that well conith lie V 

Warburton. 
The modern editors have not taken in the .whole 
similitude here : they have taken notice of the light- 
ness of a spark's behaviour to his mistress, and com- 
pared it to the lapwing's liovering and fluttering as it 
flies. But the chief, of which no notice is taken, is, 

and to jest, . 
(Sec RsKy^s Proverds) ** The lapwing criQS, tongue far 

C i j from 
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from heart."*!. «« most^ blithest from the nest, x. e. 
She isy as Shakspere has it here, 

** The farther she is from her nesty where her heart 
is with her young ones, she is the louder, or^ perhaps, 
9II tongue/* Smith. 

Shakspere has aii expressioii of the like kind in the 
Comedy ofEtfinn^ aCt iv. sc. 3. 

*^ Adr. Far from her nest the lapwing cries 

away, 

<' My heart prays Ibr him, though my tongue do 

curse.'* 

We meet witii the same thought in John Lilly's co^ 

medy, entitled, Campaspe (first published in 1$%^), 

a6tii. 8C. fi. from whence Shakspere might borrow it 3 

<< Alex. Not with Timoleon you mean, wherein you 

resemble Xhtlapwi*g^ who crieth most where her nest 

is not, and so, to lead me from espying your lo?e %o 

Campaspe^ you cry Timoclea." G&sr. 

381. — ^-Fewness and truths &c.] t. e, in ftz» 

wordsf and those true ones. InJtWf is many times 

thus used by Shakspere. Steevsns. 

388. <u blossoming time 

That from the seedness the barefalkKO brings 
% teeming Joyson ; 10——] As the sen- 
tence now stands, it is apparently ungrammatical, 
I read. 

At blossoming time, &c. 
That is. As they that fiti grow fullj so her tifomh nsw^ 
at blossoming time, at that time through which the seed 

time 
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time proceeds to the karvesty her womb shows what- has 
been doing. Lucio ludicrously calls pregnancy blos^ 
soming time, the time whea fruit is promised, though 
not yet ripe. Johnson. 

Instead of that, we may read — dot A ; and, instead 
of brings, bring. St E evens. 

I believe the only alteration that this pzlssage re- 
quires, is in the punfluation. A mark of suspension 
^{ter.Jull, will shew that the application of the first 
simile was suppressed by Lucio, as being too gross 
for the ears of Isabella. 

As those that feed grow full : — as blossoming 
time, &c. Henley. 

395. Bore many gentlemen^ 

In hand and hope ofa£iion ;■ 3 To bear 

in hand h a common phrase for to keep in expeQatioti 
and dependence ; but we should read, 

with hope ofatUon, Johnson. 

400, — with full Lint'^'\ With full extent, with the 

whole length. Johnson. 

. 406. give fear to use — ] To intimidate i<j^, 

that is, pra^ices long countenanced by c^^^^n. 

Johnson. 

4n. Unless you have the grace ] That is, the 

jcceptableness, the power of gaining favour. So, 
when she m^^kes her suit, . the provost says. 

Heaven give thee moving graces . Johnson, 

414. p ith 

Of business — ] The inmost part, the 

main of my message. Johnson. 

Ciij 417. 
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417. — censitr'd lim] t. f. sentenced him. 
So, in OtAeilo : 

«< to you, lord governor^ 

** Remains the censure of this hellish villain/' 

Stbevbns. 
I would wish to read, 
** He has ccnsurM him already 5— 
which, according to the old fashion, was written, 
H*ascensurM, &c. Ma lone. 

430. '^would owe tkemJ\ To oufe^ u ei to possess, 
to have. Steevbns. 

434. -^^the motkerl The abbess, or prioress. 

Johnson. 
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It'neU Provost.] « a Provost-marttaP' Min- 

j^ifWf explains <<Prevostdet mareschaux: Pnefe^lus 

rerum capitalivm^ Praetor rerum capitalium.** Reed. 

A prooost is generally the executioner of an army. 

Stbevens* 
8. ""^—^to h2X the birds of prey.] To fear is to 
affright^ to terrify. 
So, in *rhe Merchant of Venice : 
** — this aspe6^ of mine 

<* Hath^tf r •</ the valiant/ • Stbbveks. 

7. Than 
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7. Than fall, a«^ ^rattV /• deaik ;] Shakspere has 
used the same verb aftive in The Comedy of Errors : 

** — ^s easy may'st thouy«^ 

*' A drop of water.-—— 
•'. e. let fall. So, in As You Like h : 

« -...^tlifi executioner 

** Falls not the axe upon the humbled neck/* 

STEBrEWS* 

• 9. Let but your kotumr know» — ] To iitow is here to 
wamine^ to take cognizance. So, in AUdsustner NigkCs 
Dream: 

<* ThereforCi fair Hermiai question your desires 1 
*^ Know of your truth, examine well your blood." 

Johnson. 
16. Err'' din tits point tthich now yau censure iient,] 
Some word seems to be wanting to make diis line 
sense* Perhaps we should read, 

£rr*d in this point which now you censure him 

/or, Stebvens. 

ft^. ■ .1 . * Tts very pregnant^'] ^Th plain that we 

must a£l with bad as with good $ we punish the faults, 

as we take the advantages, that lie in pur way, and 

what we do not see we cannot note. Johnson. 

29. For J have ha d » ■] That is, because, by 

reason that I have had faults. Iohnson. 

41, Some rise by sin, find same by virtue JfiU; 

Some run from brakes ^vice, and answer none; 
And some condemned for afoxiU alone,"] The. 
first line is in the first folio printed in Italicks as a 
quotation. AH the folios read in the next line, 

, Some 



8« INHOTATIOttS BPOK - Aail. 

Saat TUBfrnm brake vf'ict, andaasDier nont. 

JOHNSOR. 

I find from Holiiished, p. 670, that the brakt was 
an en^qe of torture. " The said Hawkins waa cast 
fnio [he Tower, and at length brought to the braJir, 
called the Duke of Excester's Daughter, by means of 
whkh pain he shewed many things," &c. 

" When the dulies of Exeter and Suffolk (says 
Blackstonein his Commentaries, Vol. IV. chap. xxv. 
p. aw. gat-O ^ntl f'her ministers of Henry VI. had 
laid a design to introduce the civil law into this king- 
dora as the rule of government, for a beginning 
thereof they erefted a rack for torture i which was 
called in derision the Duke of Exeter's Daughter, 
and still remains in (he Tower of I.ondon, where it 
was occasionally used as an engmeof state, not of law, 
more than once in the reign of Queen Elizabeth." 
See Coke's Instit. 35, Barrington, 69, 385. and Ful- 
ler's Worthies, p. 317. 

A part of this horrid engine still remains in the 
Tower, and the following is the figure of it. 
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It consists -of a strong iron frame, about six feet 
long, witifa three rollers of wood within ft : the middle 
of these, which has iron teeth at each end, is govern- 
ed by two stops of iron, and vas, fvrobably, that part 
of the machine which suspended the powers of the 
i«st, when the unhapf^y sii^rer was sufficiently 
strained by the cords, &c. to begin confession, i 
cannot conclude this account of it without confessing 
my obligation to Sir Charles Frederick, who politely 
condescended to direA my inquiries, whtie his high 
command rendeied every part of the Tower accessi- 
ble to my researches. 

I have since observed, that in Fox's Maityrs, edit* 
^59^ P« ^^4d> there is a representatbn of the same 
Jpnd. 

If Shakspere alluded to this engine, the sense •£ 
Ibe contested passage in Measure for Measwt will be : 
$9mi rtm mere than once from engines of pumthment^ and 
OMStutr no interrogutoriet \ while some ure •condemned 4§ 
suffer for a single trapass* STEEirilfS. 

The words answer none (that is, make no confession 
ffguiit) evidently shew that ;^r<ii^ o/'t^ here means 
the engine of iirrtmrt. The same mode of question h 
again referred to in afl v. line 336 : 

** To the Tfick with him : weMl tome you joint 

by joint, 
*' But we will know this purpose.*' 

The name, 6raAe qftnce^ appears to have been give« 
this machine, from its resemblaitce to i6ni used to 
subdue vickms Aonesi to wltich Daniol tbiM refers : 

«« Lyke 
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** Lyke as the 6rake within the rider's hande, 
** Doth straine the horse nye ofood with gnef of 

paine, 
*} Not used before to come in such a band/* &c. 

Hbnley. 
6o* T^is comes off'toeU;'} The same phrase is em* 
ployed in Timon of Aihtnsy and elsewhere; but in the 
present instance it is used ironically. The meaning 
of it, when seriously applied to speech, is— This is 
well delivered, this story is well told. . Stbbvbns. 
62. Why dost thou not speah, Elbow ?] Says Angelo 
to the constable.—" He cannot, sir, quoth the 
Cloton, he*s out at elbow, ^^ I know not whether this 
quibble be generally observed : he is out at the word 
elbow t and out at the elbow of his coat. The Constable^ 
in liis account of Master Froth and the Clown, has a 
stroke at the Puritans^ who were very zealous against 
tlie stage at this time : " Precise villains they are» 
that I am. sure of; and void of all profanation in the 
world, that good Christians ought to have.'* 

Farmbr. 

65. — tf tapster J sir; parcel'bawd C'-^'] This wc 

should now express by saying, he is half^tapster, half« 

bawd. Johnson. 

Thus in K. Henry IV, « — a ^rc<r/-gilt goblet." 

Steevens. 
68. — — j^tf professes a hot^kouse, ] A hot- house 
k an Fnglish name for a bagnio : 

** fV/ure lately harboured many a famous whore, 
•* ji purging bill nowJix"d upon the door, 

" TeUs 
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*^ Tells you it is a hot- house, so it may^ 

** And still iie a wAare-Aause,** Ben Jonson. 

Johnson. 

86. ify, «r, iy mistress Over-done* s means: — ] Here 
seems to have been some mention made of Froth; 
who was to be accused, and some words therefore 
may have been lost, unless the irregularity of the 
narrative may be better imputed to the ignorance of 
the constable. Johnson. 

93. — stewed prunes \ — ] Stewed prunes were to be 
fqimd in every brothel. See a note on the 3d scene 
of the 3d a6l of the First Part of King Henry IV, In 
the old copy prunes arc spelt, according to vulgar pro- 
nunciation, prewyns. SteevensJ 

178. — : — Justice or Iniquity ? ] These were, I 

suppose, two personages well known to the'audience 
by their frequent appearance in the old moralities. 
The words, therefore, at that time produced a com- 
bination of ideas, which they have now lost. 

Johnson. 

Justice or Iniquity P"] i. e. The Constable or the*" 
Fool. Escalus calls the latter Iniquity^ in allusion to 
the old Vice^ a necessary character, it is said, in the 
ancient moralities or dumb -shews, and the Harlequin 
of the modern stage. Justice may have a similar 
allusion to his supposed antagonist, into whose hands,' 
afters variety of elusions, h? w^s always made to 
fall. Remarks.' 

X84. -"--^^Hannihaly] Mistaken by the constable 
for €qnnib^» Johnson.' 



211. ^-..^^ey. will drawyWf -*-*-] Draw has here 
a cluster of senses. As it refers to the tapster^ k sig. 
nifies to drain, to empty ; as it is related to Aangf it 
means to bt conioeytd, to exectuUn on u kardlt* Hi Froth's 
an&weri it is the same a& to bring aiong fy some moiiiie 
§r power. John son • 

S2^ *^ffreateii thing about you^"] This fashion^ of 
which, perhaps, some remains were to be found in 
theageof Shakspere, seems to have prevailed origi* 
aally in that of Chancer, who In the Fersones . 7cU 
speaks of it thus. " Som of hem shewen the bo^^ 
and the shape, &c. in tlie wrapping of her hosen> and 
tkt tkt buttokes of hem bckinie^^ &c. Greene, iaone 
«f his pieces, mentions the grtat bumme of Paris. 

ST£ETkNS. 

£47. ^-m^^ni rent the fairest house in itf after three* 
fenu a bay :] A bay of building is, in inany parts of 
England^ a common term, of which the best concep- 
tion that I could ever obtain, is, that it is the space 
between the main beams of the roof; so that a barn 
crossed twice with beams is a barn of three bays^ 

JOHNSOU* 

*' .—that by the yearly birth 
« The large-%'i barn doth fill," &c. 
1 forgot to take down the title of the work front 
which this instance is adopted • SteeveKs. 

343* To find the faults^ ] The old copy read* 

•yTofnep &c. Steevens- 

g62. '^"'^ouch^d tuitk that remorse] Remorse in 
this place, as in many others, is pity. 

So, 
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$0^ in the fifth a£t of this play : 

** My sisterly remorse confutes my honour^ 

«< And I did yield to him.'* 
Again, in Heywopd's /rra Age^ 1632 : 

*< The perfedl image of a wretched creature^ 

** His speeches beg remorse*^* 

SteOtA^iiOf a£tiii. Stesven9. 

• 38^, .i—.^// t&e souis that werei— ^] This is false 

divinity. We should read, are. Warbu&ton. 

. I fear the Player^ in this instance, is a better divine 

thah the Prelate. - The sotUs that were evidently 

refer to Adam and Eve, whose transgression rendered 

ihem obnoxious to the penalty of annihilation, but 

for the remedy which the Author of their being motf 

graciously provided. — The learned bishop, however, 

is more successful in his next explanation Hbnley. 

390. And mercy then ztdU breathe within yintr Ups^ . 

. Lihe man new made.'] This is a fine thought^ 

and finely expressed. The meaning is, that merty 

will add such a grace to your person^ that you will appear 

as amiable as a man come fresh out of the hands of his 

. Creator. W a r b u r to n* 

. 406. If th€ first man, &c.] The word man has been 

supplied by the modern editors. I would rather read, 

Jf he^ the firsts &c. Tyrwhitt. 

; 408. Lihe a prophet^ 

Loohs in a glass ■ ] This alludes to 

the fopperies of tjie btrily much used at that thne by 
;€heat6 and forUme-tellers to predict by. 

WaRburton. 
D The 
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The Serilf which is a kind of crystal, hadk a vreak 
tin6tiii« of red in it* It appears from Aubrey^s illu- 
€eUanieSy that the discovery erf" past or Jutinre events 
was supposed to be the consequence of looking into it. 

REfiOr 

See Machethy a6l iv. 
50j again, in Vittoria Corombona^ i6ib : 

«< How long have I beheld the devi} m crystal?^ 

Steevbns* 
413. Btd^ ere ikey Itot, to tnd^ This is very saga- 
^ously substituted by Sir Thomas Hanxner, for 

BiA here ikey /iv^— •] ^OHNSOir* 

But here thty live to tndJ] So the old copy. Is it 
not probable that the author wrote. 
But where they live to end. 
The prophecy is not, that future evils should en^ 
in or before they are born ; or in other words, that 
there should be no more evil in the world (as Sir 
T. Hanmer, by his alteration, seems to have under- 
•tood it) \ but, that they should end where they begem ; 
s. e» with the cripiinal ; who being punished for his 
first offence, could not proceed by successive degrees ia 
wickedness, nor excite others, by his impunity, to 
Vice. 
So, in the next speech : 
** And do him right, that answ*ring this foul 

wrong, 
'* Lives not to aft another.** 
It is more likely that a letter should Jiave htm 

emitted 
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omitted at t]ie press, than that one should have been 
added. Malone* 

414. s h^w some pity, 

Ang« / shew it most ofaU^ wkas 1 sAew jus* 
tice ; 
For tktn i pity those I do not As^iy,] This 
was an« of Hale*s memorials. When I find myself 
swayed to merty^ let me remember^ that there is a mercy 
Hhewtse dite to tht country. J QH N SON* 

428. ■ . p tlting-''-''] i.e. paltry. 
This word I meet with in Mother Bombie^ 1594 : 
« ■ w iU not shrink tlie city for 2i pelting i^t J** 

Steivjbvs, 
Agauif in the Two Noble Kinsmen^ 1S34 • 

'* Thou bring*st such pelting scurvy news con* 

tinually, 
^ Thou art not worthy Itle.'^ Malomi* 

43;8, ' g narled onA^} Gnam is tiieold£ng^ 

iish word for a hnot in wood, 
$0^ in AntonioU Rtoenge^ 1608': 

** 'Till by degnees the tough and gnm-fy trunk 
" Be riv'd in ^uivier." 
Agsun, Chaucer's KnighVs Tale, late edit. v. igy^ i 
" With knotty, ^««n7 barrcin trees old." 

Stbbvev^, 

438. ' As make the irngeh weep ; ] The notion of 

angels weeping for the sins of men is rabbinical.— (7i 
peecatumjlentes angelos indsicunt jfiebraorum magistri,—' 
GrDtiHS ad Ij]icain. WARauaraN. 



46 ANNOTATIONS UPON A3 Ih 

438. ■ wkOf with our spleens f 

Would aUthemsdves laugh mortal,'] Mr. Tbeo* 
bald says the meaning of this is, thai if thef were en- 
dowed with our spleens and perishable organs^ they would 
laugh themselves out of immortality : which amounts to 
this, that if they were mortal, they would not be 
immortal. Shakspere meant no such nonsense. By 
spleensf he meant that peculiar turn of the hamaii 
mind, that always inclines it to a spiteful, unseason* 
able mirth. Had the angels that, says Shakspere, 
they would laugh themselves out of their immortality* 
by indulging a passion which does not deserve that 
prerogative. The ancients thought that immoderate 
laughter was caused by the bigness of the spleen. > 

WARBVRtOK* 

459« ^^"^hat n^ sense breeds with it*"] Thus all 
the folios* Some later editor has changed breeds to 
bleeds, and Dr. Warburton blames poor Mr. Theo- 
bald for recalling the old word, which yet is certainly 
right. My sense breeds with her sense, that is, new 
thoughts are stirring in my mind, new conceptions 
are hatched in my imagination. So we say to broad 
over thought. J oh n s ok. 

Sir W. Davenant*s alteration favours the sense ojf 
the old reading : 

She speahs such sense 
As with my reason breeds such images 
As she has excellently form* d* — St B«s V BNS. 

467. ■■ I fond shehels ] Fond, means very 

frequently in our author, fooUsh* It signifies in this 

place^ 
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place, valued or priztd by folly. Ste c v SK s. 

^Sy. t ested goldfl i.e. attested, or marked 

mt\x the standard stamp. Wa&buetok. 

Rather cupelledi brought to the test^ refined. 

Johnson. 
All gold that is UsUd is not marked with the 
standard stamp. The verb has a different sense, and 
aneans ti»ed by the cuppd, which is called by the 
refiners a /etf« Vide Harris's Lex Ted. Voce Cup- 
PELL. Sir J« Hawkins. 

^ jr 1 . I ■ i p nseirved s<mlsy ] t . <• presented from 

the corruption of the world. The metaphor is taken 
§pom fruits preserved in sugar* Wa&bveton* 

So, in Tike Amorous War^ 1648: 1 

« You do not reckon us 'mongst roarmaladey 
<< Quinces and apricots \ or take us for 
** Lddies preserved f** StbByens. 

478. / CM that way going to temptation^ 

Where prayers cross.] Whidi way Angelo 
Is going to temptation, we begin to perceive; but 
how praj^ert crou tlvt way, or cross each other, at 
that way, more than any other, I do not understand. 

Isabella prays diat his Aonour may be safe, meaning 
only to give him his title : his imagination is caught 
by the vfofd honour: he feels that his Aonaur is ill 
danger, and therefore, I believe, answers thus ; 
/ am thai waygoing to temptation^ 
Which your praters crots. 
That is, I am tempted to lose that honour of which 
thou implorest the preservation* The temptation 

D i i j under 
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under which I labour, is, that which thou hast un* 
Vnovim^y thwarted with thy prayer. He uses the 
same mode of language a few lines lower. Isabella^ 
parting, says: 

Save your honour! 
Angelo catches the word — Save it I From what f 

From thee ; even from thy virtue /— J oh M s o ir* 
The best method of illustrating this passage will 
be to quote a similar one from the Merchant ofVenke^ 
a^iii. sc. 1. 

*^ Sal, I would it might prove the end of his 

losses ! 
.*' Sola, Let me say Amen betimes^ Ust the devil 
cross thy prayer^ 
For the same reason Angelo seems to say Amtn to 
Isabella's prayer; but, to make the expression- clear, 
we should read perhaps — ^Where prayers are crossed. 

Tyrwhitt, 
The petition of the Lord's prayer—" lead us not 
into temptations'—is here considered as crossing or 
intercepting the onward way in which Angelo was 
going ; this appointment of his for the morrow*s 
meeting being a premeditated exposure of himself to 
temptation, which it was the general obje^ of prayer 
Co thwart. Henley. 

487. ' i t is /, 

That lying f by the violet^ inthesun^ &c.] I 
am not corrupted by her, but by my own heart, 
which excites foul desires under the same benign 
influences tliat exalt her purity^ as the carrion grows 

putrid 
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putrid by those beams which increase the fragrance of 

the violet. Johnson. 

494. And pitch our. evils thtref] SOfinK. Henry yjll^ 

** Nor.build their evils on the graves of great 



men." 



Neither of these passages appear to contain a very ele* 
gant allusion. Stebvens. 

Eviist in the present instance, undoubtedly stands 
forjbriat. Dr. Fanner assures me he has seen the 
word evii used in this sense by our ancient writers ; 
and it appears from Harrington's Metamorphosis of 
AjaXf &c, that privies were originally so ill contrived, 
even in royal palaces, as to deserve the title of evii^ 
or nuisances. 

SAaii we desire to raise a sanf^uary, . 

And pitch our eVils there ? Ohfof Jie^ fief] No laiv% 
guage could more forcibly express the aggravated 
profligacy of Angelo*s passion, which the purity of 
Isabella served but the more to inflame. — ^The dese- 
cration of edifices devoted to religion, by converting 
them to the most abje6t purposes of nature, was an 
eastern method of expressing contempt. See a Kings» 
X. 27. Henley. 

509. / smiVd and wondered how,"] As a day 

must now intervene between this conference of Isa- 
bella with Angelo, and the next, the a6l might more 
properly end here; and here, in my opinion, it was 
ended by the poet. Johkson^ 

^13. / come to visit the aJUBed spirits 

Htre, in the prison ;— *— ] This is a scripturaic 

expression^ 
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expre^ion, very suitable to the grave chara6ler whidt 
the Duke assumes^ << By which also he went and 
preached unto the tpinu inprumu** i Pet. iii. 19. 

Whalley. 
520* Who falling in the flaws of her own youths 

Hdih blistered Mr report : ■ ] Who dodi 
not see that the integrity of the metaphor requires we 
should read : 

■ > ■■flames of her own youth f Warburtok. 
Who does not see that, upon such principles, there 
is no end of corre6tion ? Joh n son* 

Dr. Johnson did not know, nor perhaps Dr. War- 
burton either, that Sir W. Davenant reads famn m^ 
stead oifatos in his Lam against Lovers^ a play almost 
literally taken from hkkswrtfor Measure and Much Ado 
about Nothing* Farm BR. 

Shakspere bus faming youth in Hamlet^ and Greene^ 
in his Nexfer too Late, 1616, says — ** he measured the 
fames rfywth by his own dead cinders.*' Blistered her 
report^ is disfigured her fame* Blister seems to fiave 
reference to the fames mentbned in the preceding 
line, A similar use of this word occurs in Hamkt : 
€1 takes the rose 

** From the faiir forefaead of an inoocent love» 
** And sets a hlister there.* * St E E v B N 8 • 

In support of Dr. Warburton's emendation, it 
should be reinembered, that fames (for so it was 
anciendy spelled) and fames diflTer only by a leC^ 
that is very frequently mistaken at the press. Thj? 
same mistake is found in the Comedy of Errors^ a6l v. 
sc. 1. edit. 1623 :— « She never reprehended him but 
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wildly \*^ — instead of mti&Ay. Again, in this play of 
Measure for Measure^ a6tv. sc« i« edit* 1623; — <^give 
we your hand ;** instead of m«. Ma lone. 

It may be observed once for all, that by attending 
to the hand-writing of the time, aiid especially to 
Shakspere's (little as remains of it), much more may- 
be done towards the restoration of corrupted passages 
than has hitherto been effected. The attempts o( 
this kind hitherto made, have been chiefly by sup- 
posing an inversion of letters by the compositor, as 
in Macbeth^ way of life ior may of life — ^whereas (not 
to mention that in this instance it could only happea 
in the case of capitals J such errors must have pro* 
ceeded from, the compositor's mistake of the manu- 
script. — See a further example in Theobald's note, 
a^liii. line 316, &c» . Henley* 

^2. — r-'But lest you do repent^'] Thus the old 
copy. But lest you do repent is only a kind of negative 
imperative — Ne te poeniteaty^-aaid means, repent not 
on this account. Stebvens. 

I think that a line, at least, is wanting after the first 
of the Duke's speech. It would be presumptuous to 
attempt to replace the words; but the sense, lam 
persuaded, is easily recoverable out of Juliet's answer. 
I suppose his advice, in substance, to have been 
nearly this, ** Take care, lest you, repent [not so much 
of your fault, as it is an evil,] as that the sin hath 
brought you to this sh^m*'' Accordingly, Juliet's auv^ 
swer is explicit to this poi^t ; 

^^ld9 
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^ / <f0 repent me^ 3ls it is ah evil, 
<< i^iii foie ike shame witkjoy.^^. Tyb.whitT4 
549* Hhre rest,^ Keep yourself in this temper. 

JOHMSOK* 

^^3» ■ II Ok^ inpaious iwef] Mr. Toilet explains 
the passage thus : ** Oh, love» that is injurious in 
ezpCMliting Claudio*s death, and that respites me « 
U£c, which is a burthen to me worse than death I*' 

STISyBNS* 

1157, Znier AngebJ] Promote ia the play already 
4|uotedy has likewise a soliloquy previous to the se« 
cond appearance of dusandra. It begins thus : 
^* Do what I can, no reason cooles desire^ 
<< The more I strive my fond affefbes to tame, 
<< The hotter (oh) I leele a burning fire 
** Within my breast vaine thoughts to forge aiWI 
frame/* &c. 8tbe.tiiis. 

^59* f9^kiist nty intention,***--] Nothing can be 
either plainer or exa&r than this expression. But 
the old blundering folio having it, tatewatiVn, this was 
enough for Mr. Theobald to prefer authority to sense. 

Warburtok* 
IT/ii/r/ m^ invention, hearing not my tcngtte^ 
Anchors on habet:'\ We have the same singular 
expression in Aniany and Cleopatra : 

'* There would he anchor his aspect, and die 
« With looking on his life." 
inoenticn is used by our autbcMT for imagination^ in his 
103d sonnet : 

it a face 
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^< That overgoes my blunt £«tr«iliVii quite.'* 
ilkgain, in £»i^ /imrjf V* ^ 

'< O, for a Muse of fire, that would dKend 
** The brightest heaven of sAZimtiM.** 
hoentiM is the reading of both the first smd second 
folio* Malone« 

56b. Pf^^-^HuKvai is in 9tjt mouiA,'] The old copy 
vcads, 

Heaven in my mouth : 
a. «. heaven 6ang in my mouth* 

I do not see any need of change* Malovb* 

565. GrewH fear'd and Udious; ■ ] What line 
go to with relu^ance, may be said to he/ear'd. 

Johnson* 
^Sj, ^-"-^mth hooty-^'-^'\ Boot is profit, advan- 
tage, gain* So, in M, Kyffin*^ translation of the 
Andria of Tereme^ 1588 : ^ You obtained tins at my 
hands, and I went about it while there was any hooU** 
^gain, in ne Pinner of Wakefield^ 1599 * 

** Then list to me : Saint Andrew be my, A?^,. 
<< But 1*11 raze thy castle to the very ground.'* 

Stbevsn^* 
fc "Change for an idle plume 

Which the air ^ats for vain. Ohpheet Oh form t 
&c.] There is, I believe, no instance in Shakspere, 
or any other author, of **fo)r vain" being used for 
*< {» vain.'* Besides, has the air or wind kss efFe^ 
«n a feather than on twenty other thlngsl or rather, 
IS not the reverse of this the truth ? An idle plume 

assuredly is net 4hat f^^ever-fixed mark/! of which 

ou? 
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our author speaks elsewhere, *^ that looks on tem- 
pests, and is never shaken.** The old copy has vaine, 
in which way a vane or .weather- cock was formeriy 
spelt. [See Mtnskieu*8 DiCT. 1617, in verb, — So also, 
in Lovers Labour^ s Lost^ a6^ iv. so. 1. edit. 16239 
>* "What vaineP what weathercock?'*] I would there* 
fore read vane, — I would exchange my gravity, says 
Angeio, for an idle feather, which being driven along 
by the wind, serves, to the speflator, for a vane or 
, weathercock. So, in Tke Winter^ s Tale: 

♦* I am Vi feather for each ttnnd that blows.** . "; 
And in The Merchant of Venice we meet a kindred 
•thought : " 

" ^I should be stiU 

** Plucking the grass, to hnow where sits the zoind,** 
The omission of the article is certainly awkward, 
■ but not without example. Thus, in King Lear:. 
** Hot questrists after him meet him at gate.*' 
"Ag^BORt iarCortdnttti ** Go, seeUm out «t^alei^** 
Again, in Tttus Andronicus : ** Ascend, fairqueea. 
Pantheon,** 

Again, in The Winter's TaU: « 'Pray heartily, hc 
/bt at palace P* 

Again, in Cymbeline : 

** ■ " Can take no greater wound, 

" Nor tent, i(>^o/row, that.** . 
. The author, however, might have written, 
« a n idle plume, 

** Which the air beats for vane o* th^ place.^^^ 

Oh form, 
«• How often dost /i<?j«,*'—&c* 

Th« 
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. The pronoun thou, referring to only one antecedent, 
appears to me strongly to support such a regulation. 

Malone. 
. The explanation suggested by Mr. Malone ap- 
proaches, but does not fully reach the objefl of the 
f>oet's allusion. His reference is to the implement on 
ship-boardy denominated the </<7^- vane. It consists 
cf a spindle, at the top of which is fastened a string, 
having, at. regular distances upon it, thin slices of 
cork, with small plumes inserted on their edges. 
.Th^ instrument thus formed, being easily afFe6led by 
.the wind, serves to point out its dire^ion to the per- 
son at the helm, whose view of .the vanes on the 
mast's head is liable to be intercepted by. tl\e sails. 
The figure of the dog-vane is here subjoined. 





This implement, in the time of Shakspere, was, I 
believei less simple in its constru^ioq. A single 

£ plume^ 
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plume, pfvperlj appUed, is capable of annwring the 
purpose. Him LET* 

569. -— caiK|— ] For outside, garb, external shew* 

Johnson. 

§yo. fVrmdk dtue/rom/tcUf wul tU tie wiser somls 

Xi^tfyfatisexamug f ■ ] Here Shak* 

•pere judiciously distinguishes the difierent operations 
of high place upon diffisn^t minds. Fools are fright* 
ed, and wise men are allured. Those who cannot 
judge but by the eye, are easily awed by splendour ; 
those who consider men as well as conditions, are 
easily persuaded to love the appearance of virtue digf« 
iiified with power. John s on. 

571. -'"^Biaody tkouaHhxxtbleoi:^ Airf has been 
introduced by ^ome of the modem editors. It is not 
in either the first or second folio. Ma lone. 

57a. LeCs write good angel on the deuiPs hom^ 

'*T%s not the deinlUcrest.] i.e. Let the most 
wicked thing have but a virtuous pretence, and it 
shall pass for innocent. This was his conclusion from 
his preceding words. Warburton. 

577' — ^^ keart^"] Of this speech there is no 
other trace in Promos and Cassandra^ than the follow* 

iJJg ; 

<' Both hope and dreade, at once my harte dotb 

tHch." StE EVENS. 

^84. The general, subje^ to a weU'Wisk'd king^'} 
The general subjed seems a harsh expression, but 
general was, in our aitthor*s time, a word for people^ 
so that the general is the pi^k^ or pmltitude, subjeSt to 

a king. 



ABtt% MBA80RB ton M9ASVILB. §t 

a king* So> in NMmkl : " The play pleased not the 
mti/i'on ; 'twas caviare to the g^netMl.'* Johnson. 
Mr. Malone obaerves» that the use of this phrase^ 
" the general' ^ for the people, continued so late as U> 
the time of lord ClarendoDy— ^* as rather to be con* 
•en ted to, than that the general should suffer.** Clar. 
Hist. B. V. p«/^30. 8vo. edit. I therefore adhere to 
the old readingi with only a slight change in tht 
punctuation : 

The general^ subje^l to a well.wish*d kiog» 
Quit, &c. 
f • t. the genermlitjf who are subjtQsf &c. 
Twice in Hamkt our author uses subjeQ for ndjiSti 
^* So nightly toils the nUjea of the land. *' A6t u 
sc. U 
Agun, adt i. sc. •• 

** The lists and fidl proportions, all are made 
*« Out df his su6jea.*' 
The general sulj€0f however, may mean the »^V£f< 
ingeuerml. 
So, in jfi Y<m Like It, a6t H. sc. /• 

** Wouldst thou disgorge into the general world.** 

STEEVfiNS, 

So the duke had before, aft i. scene e. expressed 
hh dislike of popular applause : 

•• I'll privily away. I love the people, 
** But do not like to stage me to their eyes. 
** Though it do well, I do not relish well 
«< Their loud applause and tfiw's vehement : 

K ii " Not 
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<< Nor do I think the man of safe discretion. 



« That does aflfea it.'*. 



I cannot help thinking that Shakspere, in these two 
passages, intended to flatter that unkingly weakness 
of James the First, which made him so impatient of 
the crowds that flocked to see him, especially upon 
his first coming, that, as some of our historians say, 
he restrained them by a proclamation- Sir Symonds 
D' Ewes, in his Memoirs of his own Life, [a MS* 
in the British Museum] has a remarkable passage 
with regard to this humour of James. After taking 
notice, that the king going to parliament, on the 30th 
of January i6tto-i, << spake lovingly to the people, 
and said, God bless ye, God bless ye ;*' he adds tliese 
words, ** contrary to his former hasty and passionate 
custom, which 'often, in his sudden distemper, would 
bid a pox or a plague on such as flocked to see him.** 

Tyuwhitt. 

Mr. Tyrwhitt*s judicious remark might find sup« 
port, if it needed any, from the following passage io 
a True Narration of the EntntainmaU of its Royail Ma^ 
jestte, from the Time of Ais Departitre/rom Edinbrogh^ 
tiU Ais receiving in London^ &c. &c, 1603 : ^< — he was 
faine to publish an inhibition against the inordinate and 
dayly accesse of peoples comming, * * &c. St £ E v b n&» 

603. TAeir sawcy sweeiness, tAat do coin heaven's 
image 
In stamps tAat are forbid :— ] We meet 
with nearly the same words in King Edward III. a 
tragedy, 1^961 certainly prior to this play : 
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u And will your sacred self 

« Cdmnfit high treason 'gainst the king of ktaveuy 

*< To stamp his mage in/orHddenmetmiF** 

These lines are spoken by the countess of Salisbuiy^ 

whose chastity, like Isabel's, was aisuled by her so* 

▼ereign. Malone» 

604. ■ ' *tisaUas easy] Easy is here put for 
light or trifling, Wa r b u r t o n • 

605. Falsely to take away a life true made^ ] Fdsely 
is the same with dtsAfmestiyf iUegaUy : so false, in the 
nextlineSy isiliegal, illegitimate* Johnson* 

So€. ' ' in restrained means,] In forbiddeti 

moulds. I suspeft means not to be the right word» 
but I cannot find another. Johkson. 

I should suspect that the author wrote, 
I . in restrained mints, 
as the allusion is still to coining. Sir W. Davenant 
omits the passage. St £ e v e n s . 

On reading this passage, it seemed probable to me 
tiiat Shakspere, having already illustrated this thought 
by an allusion to coining, would not give the same 
image a second time ; and that he wrote, 
As to put mettle in restrained means. 
On looking into the folio I Found my conje^lure con- 
firmed, for that is the original reading. It is iikewist 
supported by a similar expression in Ttmon •* 
<« tliy father, that poor rag, 

« Put stuff to some she-bcggari and compounded 

thee 
•* Poor rogue hereditary." 

Eiij Again, 
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Again, in Tki Winter's Tale: 

« As rank as any flax wench ibsitputs to, 

" Before her troth-plight." 
. The sense is clear, and means may stand without 
alteration. — *Tts as easy wickedly to deprive a man horn 
in wedlock oflife^ as to have an unlawful commerce witk 
a maidf in order to give life to an illegitimate child. The 
thought is simply, that murder is as* easv as fomica<« 
tion, and it is as improper to pardon the latter as the 
former. The words — to make a false one — evidently 
referring to life^ shew that the preceding line is to be 
understood in a natural and not in a metaphorical 
sense. ■ * ■ 

MeanSi I suppose, is here used for medium or ohjeSf^ 
Moulds, however, if the passage be corrupt (which 
I do not believe to be the case), is a very likely word 
to have stood here. So, jn Coriolaaus : 

" the honour*d mould 

** Wherein this trunk was fram'd.'* 
Again, in King Richard IL 

<< -«-.that bed, that womb, 

<' That mittUf that self-same mould that fashioned 
thee, 

<< Made huu a man*** 
Again, in King Lear : 

'* Crdck Nature's moulds, all germins spill at once^ 

* < That make ingrateful man 1 * ' Ma lo n b • 

6q8. *Tis set down so in heaven, 6ut not in earth. ] I 
would have it considered, whether the train of the 
discourse does not rather require Isabel to sayi 

*2h 
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*Tusdset dawn in eaith» hit not in heaveti. 
When she has said this^ TAen^ says An^Io, / sAaU 
foz< you quickly •, Would you, who^ for the present 
purpose^ declare your brother's crime to be less in 
the sight of heaven than the law has made it ; would 
you commit that crime, light as it is, to save your 
brother's life \ To this she answers, not very plainly 
in either reading, but more appositely to that which 
I propose : 

/ had ratker givi nry Scdy^ than my soul, Johnson* 
628. PUas'd you to doU^ atperii, &c.] Therea-. 
soning is thus t Angelo asks, whether there might not 
ie a charity in sin to save this brother ? Isabella an- 
swers, that if Angelo zuill save kim^ she will stake her 
soul that it were charity^ not sin. Angelo replies, that 
if Isabella would save him at the hazard of her soul, it 
would be not indeed no sin^ hut a sin to which the charity 
would be equivalent. Johnson. 

634. And nothing of your, answer.'] I think it 
should be read, 

And nothing of yours f answer^ 
You, and whatever is 70»rj, be exempt from penalty* 

Johnson. 
And nothing of your answer ^ means, and make no part 
of those for which you shall be called to answer* 

StEEVBNS. 

This passage would be clear, I think, if it were 

pointed thus : 

To have it added to the faults of mine^ 

. And nothing of your, answer. 

So 
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So that the lubstsiative^iKiiMf may be understood to 
be joined in constru^km with inine as inwU as ywr. 
The faults bfrnim iiimoer are tbe ftaulu wkkk i om to 
tmswetfor. Tyr«?I!itt# 

648, ProcMn au cnshield 6«te(f-*] An tnakkU 
bemity is « tkUlded heanUy^ u demOy tweni «s cMti « 

Abftfilff. 8TBBTBHB. 

^1 asthese black maskf 

Proclaim an tf»^t</^ beauty, &c* 
This should be written en'skell% or f>i-J4ciff*^ as it u 
>A C$riaianus, a^ iv, so* 6» 

« Thrusts forth his horns again into the world 
** That were iH'S^Wd when Marcius stood for 
Rome." 

These maski must mean, I thinks the mash of ike 
imdkmu: however improperly a complgnent to them 
is put into the mouth of Angelo. As Shakspere 
would hardly have been guilty of sudi an indecorum 
to flatter ^ common audience^ I think this passage 
affords ground for supposing that the play was written 
to be adted at court. Some strokes of particular flat* 
tery to die kthg I have already pointed out ; and there 
are several other general refledtions, in the chara^er 
of the Duke especially, which seem calculated forthe 
royal car. Tyrwhitt# 

I do not think so well of the conjefture in the latter 
part of this note, as I did some years ago ; and there* 
fore I should wish to withdraw it. Not that I am 
inclined to adopt the idea of the author of Remarks, 
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Scc» p. fiOy as I see no ground for supposing, that 
Isabella had any mask in ker hand. My notion at pre- 
sent is, that the phrase, these black mashs^ sighifiet 
nothing more tlian black masks \> according to an old 
idiom. of our language, by which the demonstrative 
pronoun is put for the prepositive article. See the 
Glossary to Chaucer ^ edit, 1775. ^w, These, Shakspere 
seems to have used the same idiom, not only in the 
passage quoted by Mr. Steevens from Romeo and 
Juliet^ but also in the First Part of Henry IV. a^ i« 
scene 3. 

« ■ a nd but for these vile guns, 
** He would. himself have been a soldier.** 
With respedt to the former part of this note, though 
the Remarker has .told us that ** enskidd is ce&tainly 
put by con$tru6tion for enshielded ;*' I have no objec* 
tion to leaving my conjedlure in its place, till some 
j^thority is produced for such an usage of enskUld ot 
enshielded, Tyrwhitt. 

Sir W. Davenant reads— oj a black mask ; but I am 
afraid Mr. Tyrwhitt is too well supported in his first 
supposition, by a passage at the beginning of Romea 
cmd Juliet : 

<< These happy masks that kiss fair ladies' brows, 
*< Being blacky put us in mind they hide the £iir.** 

Stbbvens. 

648. Accountant to the law upon that pain.] Pain is 

here foi^ penalty ^ punishment. Johnson. 

C51. (4^ I subscribe not that, — ] To M^cribe 

means^ 
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meansi to sgrec to. Milton uses the word in the sanMI 

s^se* 

§0, in Marlow*s Lusfs DomMm, t66i Z 

'< SMbscrihe to his desires.*^ Stievbhs* 

65fi. But in thi loss of ^^tiimj— •^] The Um of 

question I do not well understand, and should rather 

read. 

But in the toss of quesHm* 

In the agitation^ in the discussion of the quesdon* To 

$oss on argument is a common phrase, Jokksow. 
But in the loss of question. This expression, I believe^ 

means^ but in idle supposition, or cokaerstttion that tends 

to nothing, which may therefore, in our author's lan« 

gus^e, be called the lost of question. 

Thus in Cffrto^fffif, a6i:iii. sc, i. 

<< The which shall turn you to no other hann> 
<* Than so much lossoftinu,**^ 

Question, in Shakspere, often bean this i^eaning. 80^ 

in his Tarquin and Lucrece ; 

** And after supper, kmg he questioned 
<< With modest Lucrece," * Sec. Ste t v b ir8» 

The following passages add stoength to Dr. Jolui* 

son's conJ66ture : 

** I could ^luiwoe for woe until to-morrow, 
'^ fiut then we'd wake the wolf with bleating sor- 
row.'* Acolastus his Afterwit, i6o6« 
** Whether it were a question mOT'd by chance, 
«* Or spitefully of purpose <I being there, 
<< And your own countryman), I cannot tell \ 

"But 
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*^ But when much teuing 

** Had bandied both the king and you> as pleas*d 

<< Those that took up the rackets- *——^ 

NMe Spamisk SoUUer, by Rowley, l504* 

So^ in MehiPB Memoirs^ 1683 : ^ Hairing ios^d ^ome 

words upon this matter, she being desirous of an ho* 

nest colour or pretext, ^^peared the more readily 

satisfied in that point.*' 

Questum is here used, as in many other places, for 
tmnfersation, Malone. 

636. QftA^ all-binding iuw ; } The old editions 

«ead : 

•— adl-building fap, 1 * * 
from which the editors have made all-holdimgi yet 
Mr. Tlieobald has binding in one of his copies." 

JOHNSOW% 

686. Ifnoin fcodary, ku enly he, &c.] This Is 
so obscure, but the allusion so fine, that it descnrep 
to be explained. Kftoiary was one that, in the times 
of vassalage, held lands of the chief lord, under the 
tenure of paying rent and service : which tenures 
were called y«tMikr ampngst the Qoths. Now, say^ 
Angelo, ^ we are all frail ; yes, replies Isabella \ if 
>all mankind i^ere not fiodaries^ who owe what they 
are to this tenure of imbecilityy and who succeed each 
other by the same tenure, as well as my brothef, I 
would give him up.'* The comparing mankind, ly« 
iiig under the weight of original sin, to ^ifeodatyy Who 
owes suit and service to his lord, is, I think, not ill 
imagined. Warbuhton. 

Shakspcre 



Shakspere has the same allusion in Cymbeline • 
** ■ senseless bauble, 
** Art thou ai /codarie for this aft ?" 
Again, in the prologue to Marston*s Sophonisbay 1606; 

*« For seventeen kings were Carthage ^(?</tfrf.** 
The old copy reads — thy weakness. Stbbvens. 

689. "g lasses 

Which are as easy broke as thy make^ofw*] 
Would it not be better to read, 

t akeyZ^rw^, John son* 

692. In profiting by them,^ ] In imitating 

them, in taking them for examples* Johnson. 

694. And credulous to false prints.'] 1. e, take any 

impression. ^ Wakburton. 

705. s peak the former language,] Isabella 

answers to his circumlocutory courtship, that she has 

but one tongue^ she does not understand this new 

phrase, and desires him to talk his former language^ 

that is, to talk as he talked before . Johnson. 

710. I knowy your virtue hath a licence tnV,] Al- 
luding to the licences given by ministers to thoir spies» 
to go into all suspefted companies, and join in the 
language of malecontents. W A rbvrton. 

711. Whkh seems a little fouler ^ &c.] So, in Promos 
4ind Cassandra : 

** Cos. Renowned lord, you use this speech (I hope) 

your thrall to trye, 
** If otherwise, my brother's life so deare I will not 

bye, 

«' Pro. 



** Pro, Fair dame, my outward looks my inward 

thoughts bewray, 

<< If you mistrust, to search my harte, would God 

. you had a kaye," Stebvsns, 

716. *Stmingf seeming! — ] Hypocrisy, hy- 

|)oarisys counterfeit virtue. JohnsOk. 

723.: AJK vouch. against >'0r,——] I believe that 

vouch against means no more than denial. Johnson, 

729. -'-—'and prolixious lUushes^l The word ^r^. 

fixitnis is not peculiar to Shakspere. I find it in Mosesp 

his Birth and Miracles, by Drayton t 

<* Most part by water, more prolixious was," &c« 
Again, in the Dedication to GaMel Haroey^s Hunt is 

<< — — rarifier ot prolixious rough barbarism," &c« 
Agaun, in Nash's Lenieh Stuff", &c. 1599 : 

** ——well known unto theltn by his prolixious 

sea^wandering," Steevens. 

^ y^2» ■ die the dxath,"] This seems to be a so- 

lemn phrase for death inflicted by law* So, in Mid^ 

summMT-NighCs Dream: 

« Prepare to die the death,** John sow. 

It is a phrase taken from Scripture. Steevens, 

The phrase is a good phrase, as Shallow says, but I 
do not conceive it to be either of legal or scriptural 
origin.. Chaucer uses it frequently* See Cant. Tales, 
verse 607. 

«« They were adradde of him, as. of the deth*"* 

verse ifl2fl« 
«< Thedethhe feleth thurgh his herte smite." 

F It 



It'seems to have been originally a mistaken transls^tion 
of the French La Mart. T ra w hitt. 

745. ^^--r-^ompfu r v ■■] Suggest]oa> lenlptat&nj 
instigation. Johnson* 

^46. ■ ' ' . ■ sueh a mind of iommr,} This, in 
Shakspere^s language, may mean, svck an h^nouraUt 
wundy as he uses elsewhere mind of limt^ for Imng 
mind. Thus in PkiUuter : 

u > ■ I h»d thought, thy mini 
**U^h%etkqfkm$urJ* StBEVENslv 
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r-^^ 

lm« 5. J3 £ a&siffukfor dmk 5-— -] fie <ietei«yiied 

Id die, witliout any hope of life« i 

'^ — Tie>i(?»r, a/iicA excetdt enptOaiim, wiilbewei* 

comis,'* JolitlsoN« 

8. Ti^t none htt JwU tomtld kttp * r 1 ■ ' .] T\ts 

meaning seems this, that ntm hut fooh vmtkL wish to 

keep life ; or, none but/oelt totuld keep it^ if choice were 

allowed. A sense, which whether true or not, is ccr*. 

tainly innocent, Johnson. 

Keept in this pboe, I believe, may not signify pre* 

MTve^ but care for. " No Icngcr for to liven I nc 

Aepe,'* says^neas in Chaucer's Dida, Qneenafear^ 

tkage ^ 
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thage {• and dsewhere, << That Ikepe not hearsed bet*^ 

t. €» which I care not to have rehearsed. 

Again, io the KmgbVs TaU, late edit. ver. eft^o a 

^* I Aepe nought of armes for to yelpe.*' 
Again, in a Ikry JtsU ef a Man caUed HowUgks^ 
bl. let. no date : 

** Then the parson bad him remember that he had 

t soule for to kepe^ and he preached and teached to 

him the use of confession,** &c. Stbevbns* 

See the Glossary to the late edit, of .the Cmierbwy 

Tales of Chaucer, v. kipe» MXLONB* 

9y > t n breath thou art. 

Servile to all the tkiey in/buneis 

That do this habitation, where thou heep*stf 

Hourfy qffli^ : ] The editors have changed 

[dost] to [do] without necessity or authority. The 
constru6iion is not '^ the skiey influences, that do,** 
but, ** a breath thou art, that dost,*' &c. If the 
second line be enclosed in a parenthesis, all the difE* 
culty will vanish. Porson* 

lo. Ihat do this habitattdn,-^'] This reading i% 
fubstitttted by Sir Thomas Hanmer, for 

^hmt dos t . Johnson* 

tu i " '■ 'Merely, Mmi ^r^ death's fool ; 

For him thou la6onr*st by thy flight to shu%, 
And yet mnnest toward him still .*'——•] In those 
pld farces called Moralities, the fiol of the piece, in 
order to shew the inevitable approaches of death, is 
made to employ all his stratagems to avoid him; 
Whkh, as the matter is ordered, bnng the fool at 

Fij every 
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tvcry turn, into his very jaws. So that the repre- 
sentation of these scenes would afibrd a great deal of 
good wdrtA and morais mixed together; And from 
such circumstancesi in the genius of our ancestors^ 
jfublick diversions, I suppose it was, that the old 
proverb arose, of dang merry and wise, 

Warburtok. 
Such another expression as deiatk^s fool^ ozQui^m 
Tie Honest Lawyer , a comedy by S. S. 1616: 
•* Wilt thou be ^Jooi of fate f who can 
** Prevent the destiny decreed for man ?•• 

STBBVBlfS* 

It is observed by the editor of Tkt Sad Shepherd^ 
Svo. 1783, p. 154, that the initial letter of Stow's 
Survey, contains a representation of a struggle be- 
tween Death and the Fool\ the figures of which were 
most probably copied from those charaflers as for- 
merly exhibited on the stage. Rebd. 

t$. Are nursed by baseness :^ Shakspere meant 
to observe, that a minute analysis of life at once de- 
stroys that splendour which dazzles the imagination. 
Whatever grandeur can display, or luxury enjoy, is 
procured by baseness^ by offices of which the mind 
shrinks from the contemplation. All the delicacies 
of the table may be traced back to the shambles and 
the dunghill, all magnificence of building was hewn 
from the quarry, and all the pomp of ornament dug 
from among the damps and darkness of the miQC. - 

Johnson* 
This is a thought which Shakspere delights to express, 

$0^ 
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So, In AnUfi^ mdCUopatra: 

« — ^-4Hir dungy earth alike 

** Feeds man as beast*^ 
Again : 

*^ Which sleeps, and never paliftes more, theufwr^j- 

<< The beggar'' s nursef ami Casar^s^ ** STESViifS* 

l6. the Sift ami tender forh 

Of a poor toofm :— ] Worm is put for any 
creeping thing or serpent . Shakspere supposes falsely^ 
but according to the vulgar notipn, that a serpent 
wounds with his tongue, and that his tongue \% forked. 
He confounds reality and fidion^ a serpent's tongue 
is Sift but lisX forked nor hurtful. If it could hurt| it 
could not be soft* In the UUsmnmer NighCs Dream 
he has the same notion ; 

" W ith daubUr tongue 



«• 



^< Than thine, O serpent, never adder stuug." 

John SON » 

Shakspere might have caught this idea from old 

tapestries or paintings, in which the tongues of ser-* 

pents and dragons always appear barbed like the 

point of an arrow. Stbbvbits* 

17« — -— r^ir best tftea is sleep, 

jindthat thou oftprovoh'st $ yet grossly fiar* si 

Thy death, which is no more. ] Evidently 

from the following passage of Cicero : *' HeJ^es sormutm 
imaginem mortis, eamque quotidU indues, & dubitas quits 
iensus inmorte nullus sit cumin ejus simulacro videos ess^ 
nullum unsumJ"* But the Epicurean insinuation is, 

Fiij with 
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with great judgment,, omitted in the Imitation. 

Warburton. 

Here Dr. Warburton might have found a sentiment 
ivorthy of his animadversion . I cannot without indig- 
nation find Shakspere saying, that death is only sleeps 
lengthening out his exhortation by a sentence which 
in the friar is impious, in the reasoner is foolish, and 
in the poet trite and vulgar, Johnson. 

This was an oversight in Shakspere; for in the 
second scene of the fourth a6l, the Provost speaks of 
the desperate Bamardine,'at one who regards death 
only as a drunken deep* Sri e v b n« . 

The indignation of Dr. Johnson against Shakspere 
is both intemperate and ill-placed, as must appear to 
any one who will consider the Scripture account of 
death. The Duke*s argument adverts to the relin- 
quishment of' life, and not the qansequences after 
death of a life mispent. In respect to these, Claudio 
had before told him, he « was prepared.^* — If Shak- 
spere in this instance stood in need of 'apology, I fear- 
the one suggested by Mr* Steevens would leave him 
in the lurch« Henlst. 

19. — *rkou art no% thyself \\ Thou art perpetually 
repaired and renovated by external assistance, thou 
subsistest upon foreign matter, and hast no power of 
producing or continuing thy own being. Johnson. 

24. strange tffe6U^'\ For eJfe6U read affeQ$% 

titat is, affe&icnSi passions of mind, or disorders of 
body variously qffeQed. So, in Othello : ^* The young 
afte6U.*' Johnson. 
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gi. .......j^^^tf..-^] The serpigo is a kind of 

tetter* Steevens. 

38. ^-^^TkouhaH noryoutky nor age ; 

Biitf as it were, an after-dinner* s sUep, 
Dreaming on both ; •— ] This is exquisite!/ 
imagined. When we are young, we busy ourselves 
in forming schemes for succeeding time, and miss the 
gratifications that are before us ; when we are old, we 
amuse the languor of age with the recollection of 
youthful pleasures or performances ; so that our life, 
of which no part is filled with the business of the pre- 
sent time, resembles our dreams after dinner, when 
the events of the morning are mingled with the de* 
signs of the evening. Johnson* 

34* --^or aU tfy bUssed youth 

Becomes as aged, and dot A beg the alms 
OJ palsied eld ; and when thoiCrt old, and rich^ 
If hois hast neither heat. Sec*"] Shakspere here 
declares that man has neither youth nor age ; for in 
youth, which is the happiest time, or which might be 
the happiest, he commonly wants means to obtain 
what he could enjoy ; he is dependent on palsied eld : 
must beg alms from the coffers of hoary avarice ; and 
being very niggardly supplied, becomes as aged, looks, 
like an old man, on happiness which is beyond his 
reach. And, when he is old and rich, when he has 
wealth enough for the purchase of all that fornlerly 
excited his desireS| he has no longer the powers of 
enjoyment i 
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*-^kas neither hat, affeHion, Umhf nor ieauiy. 
To make his riches pleasant,--^ 
I have explained tliis pa&sage according to the present 
reading, which may stand without much inconveni* 
ence ^ yet I am willing to persuade my reader, be* 
cause I have almost persuaded myselfi that our author 
wrote, 

•—for all thy h\^^X.Q^ youth 

Becomes as agee^ JORNSOK*- 

The sentiment contained in these lines^ which Dr.- 
Johnson has explained with his usual precision, <>€•» 
curs again in the forged letter tliat Edmund delivers 
to his father, as written by Edgar ;. King Lear, SL6t i«- 
sc. 2^ <^This policy, and reverence of age, makes: 
the world bitter to the best pfour finusi keeps our for* 
tunes from us till our oldness cannot relish them." 

The above words printed in Italicks support, I 
tLuik, the reading of the old eopyj— " hlessed'youxh^^^ 
and show that any eoKndation is unnecessary. 

Malons* 
36. ■' ■ p ainid eld ;*^-^] Eld is generally used: 
for old age, decrepitude^ It is here put for M peoplep 
persons worn out with years, 
So> in Mar^ton's Dutch Courtezan, 1604 < 

<< Let colder ^^ their strong obje^ons move.** 
Gower uses it for age as opposed to youth: 
*^ tlh elde bad turned into youth.*' 

Oe Confessione Amantis, Lib. V. foL 106** 

Stbbysns. 
40, 
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40. ^more thtmsand deaths: — '] For this SirT. 
Hanmer reads : 

■ tf thousand deaths .*— - 
The meaning is not only a thousand deaths ^ but a thou* 
tand deaths besides what have been mentioned. 

Johnson* 
Bring them to speah where I may be concealed, 
Tet hear them\] Thus the modern editions. 
The old copy, published by the players/ gives the 
passage thus : 

Bring them to hear me speah, where I may becon^ 
ceaVd. 
I believe we should read. 

Bring me to hear them speaky whene I may be 
conceard* Stbevens. 

The second folio authorizes the reading of the mo-^ 
dern editions. Tyrwhitt. 

56. '^->f^ all comforts are *f most good in deed :'\ If 
this reading be right, Isabella must mean that she 
brings something better than words of comfort, she 
brings an assurance of deeds ^ Johnson* 

The old copy reads : 
** Why, 

*< As all comforts are ; most good, most good 
indeede.'* 
I believe the old reading, as explained by Dr. John* 
son, is the true one. So, in Macbeth : 

** We're yet but young in deed** * St £ by ens. 
I would read the lines thus : 
i^iaud, NoW| sister, wbat^s the comfort } 

Isabm 
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fsa^» W}iy> a$ all coii^»rU 9xe^ mo«t |pod. In- 
deed lord Angeloy &c« 

Indeed is the same s&zutrutkf or #rtt^, the common 
beginning of speeches in ^akspc^re's age. See Charle$^ 
the First's TrsaU The king: imd Bradshaw seldom. 
S9y any thing without this preface : ** Truly, Sir.*'— i 

Blackstone. 
. i^p. >■ « ligit everlasting Uiger : 

Therefore your best appointmtn i ■ ] Zn^er if 
the same with resident* Appointment $ preparation | 
«doffitting» or state of being fitted for any thing* 
So in old books, we have a knight well appointed i that 
is, well armed and mounted^ or fitted at all points* 

JOHKSON. 

The word ieiger is thus used in the comedy of look 
ahnu Tauy 1600: 

** Why do you stay, sir ?-— 

** Madam, 9s Ieiger to solicit for your absent love.'* 

Again, in Leicester's Commonioeedthf ** a special maa 
ef that hasty king, . who was his Ledger, or Agent, in 
Loodon,*V&c. St£1vbn8« 

6o* -«^0»r ^5/ appointment— «] The word tf/^at»<. 
fnent, on this occasion, should seem to comprehend 
confession, comniunion, and absolution. " Let him 
(says Escalus) be furnished with divines, and have all 
charitable preparation.*' The King in Hamlet, whd 
was cut off prematurely, and without such prepara* 
tioQ,. is said to be dis^poinud. Appointment, how. 
ever, may be more simply explained by the following 
^SL&ssLQc in Tie Antip^s, iQz^i 

•^ PI II y our 



ft ., , „ y ovLtloipng 
<*.Is decently appointed.** 1. 1, prepared, fur- 
nished. St£EV£N8« 
^1. ' a restrdinty*-"-^^ 

To a determined scopt.1 A confirtcthent of ydur 
mind to one paihfiil idea ; to ignominy, of which th^ 
remembrance dm hdther be suppressed nor dscaped* 

Johnson. 

^2. ^ougkitilikitoorld*svastidit/ ] The old 

copy reads: Th-ougk zYi^ &c. Malonb* 

84. — M« poor beetle, dec.} The reasoning is, 
^at death is no ilioretMn' every being must suffer, though 
the drtadofit is peculiar to man*, or perhaps, that wt 
are inconsistent "wtth ourselves, when we so* itttich 
^dread that whicii we xardessly infiid on other Crea- 
tures, diat feel the pain as acutely as we. Johkson* 
90. / toill entountit darknossas a bride f 

And hug it in mine arms,^ So in the first part 
•^i Jerommioi, or the Spanish Tragedy ^ 1605: 



<i 



■night, 



•* That yawning Beldam, with her jetty skin, 
«« »Tis she I hug as mine effeminate bride." 

- SffiEVENS. 

57, -^foUies doih emmew,i l^^orces follies to lie in 
cover, without daring to show themselves. 
•" ^ Johnson. 

98. Asfaulcon doth thefotoly — ] In whose presence 
the follies of youth are afraid to show themselves, as 
the fowl is afraid to flutter ^hile the faulcon hovers 
over it. 
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So, in the Third Part of King Heary VI. 
« not be that loves him best, 

<< The proudest he that holds up Lancaster, 
<< Dares stir a mngf if Warwick shakes his bells .** 
To emmew is a term in falconry used by Beaumont 
and Fletcher, in The Knight of Malta: 
« .i.-I have seen him scale 

** As if a falcqn had run up a train, 
<< Clashing his warlike pinions, his steePd cuiniss^ 
<< And, at his pitch, cmmao the town below him.** 

STfiSyBMS* 

99. His filth within being cof/,"— — ] To cof/a pondt 
is to empty it of mud. Johnson. 

1 1 » The princely Angela f - ■ 

•—princely guards /-•-*-] The first folio lias 
in both places, prenxie, from which the other folios 
made princely^ and every ^tor may make what he 
can. JoHNSQir. 

Princely guards mtam no more than the ornaments 
of royalty, which Angelo is supposed to assume du- 
ring the absence of the Duke. The stupidity of the 
first editors is sometimes not more injurious to Shak- 
spere, than the ingenuity of those who succeeded 
them. 

In the old play of Camlyses, I meet with tlie same 
expression. Sisamnes is Mthy Cambyses to distributo 
justice while he is absent; and in a soliloquy says^ 
" Now may I wear the brodered garde, 
•* And lye in downe bed soft.** 
Again, the queen of Cambyses says : 

4 ^*Id# 
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** I do foVsake these broder'd gardes 

** And all the faclons new." STgEVENs* 

115* — ^-^5 a pin,'] So in HamUt : 

•* I do not set my life at^tVs fee/' St e evens. 
ISO. ^itff» he would force it,—] P«/ it in force, 

WarbuRton. 
Has he affeQ.ions in him 
^ut thus can make Aim bite the laio by the nose ? 
When he would force it» iure it is no sin ; 
Or of the deadly seven it is the least,"] I was led into 
a mistake concerning this passage, and into a hasty 
censure of Dr. Warbwrton, by the false poinling of 
the modem editions, according to which, the word 
force could not admit of his interpretation. But \ am 
nbw convmced that he was right, and that these lines 
should be pointed thus : 

Has he affeftions in him 

That thus can make him bite the law by the nose. 
When he would force it ? — Sure it is no sin, 
Or of the deadly seven it is the least. 
Is he aBuated by passions that impel him to transgress 
the laWf at the very moment that he is enforcing it against 
others f fl find, he is.] Surely then [since this is so 
general a propensity] it is no sin^ or at least a venial 
me. So, in the next a6l : 

** A deflowerM maid, 

** And by an eminent body that enforced 
•* The law against it.^' 
/brce is again used for enforce in King Ihnry VllL 

Q «af 
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" If you will now unite in your complaints, 

" And Jinrce them with a constancy/' 

Again, in Coriolanus: 

" Why force you this ?'• Ma lone. 

123. If U were damttabUf &c.] Shakspere shows 
\m knowledge of Human nature in the conduct of 
Claudio. When Isabella first tells him of Angelo's 
proposal, he answers, with honest indignation, agree- 
ably to his settled principles, 

Thou shalt not do*t. 
But the love of life being permitted to operate, soon 
furnishes him with sophistical arguments, he believes 
it cannot be very dangerous to the soul, since Angelo, 
who is so wise, will venture it. Johnson* 

125, Be perdiirMy Jin* dp — ] Perdurably is last- 
ingly. Soy in OtAello: 

** cables Qi perdurable toughness.*' 

Steevens. 
132. '■^-delighted spirit] i, e* the spirit accustomed 
here to ease and delights. This was properly urged 
as an aggravation to the sharpness of the torments 
spoken of. Warburton. 

I think with Dr. Warburton, that by the delighted 
spirit is meant, the soul once accustomed to delight^ which, 
of course must render the sufferings, afterwards de- 
scribed, less tolerable. Thus our author calls youth» 
blessed^ in a fonner scene, before he proceeds to shevr 
its wants and its inconvdniencies. Steev^ns* 

138. '-''-^lawless and incertain thoughts'] Conje6lure 
sent out to wander without any certaia dire^ion, 

4 an<i 
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and ranging through all possibilities of pain. 

Johnson. 

1^1, _^^ary,— ] The first folio reads />^r- 
jury. Ma LONE. 

143. To what we Jear of death.] Most certainly 
the idea of the ** spirit bathing in fiery floods," or of 
residing " in thrilling regions of thick-ribbed ice," is 
not original to our poet ; which is the whole that is 
■wanted for the argument: but I am not sure that they 
came from the Platonick hell of Virgil. Tlie monks 
also had their hot and their cold hell, " the fyrste is 
fyre that ever brenneth, and never gyveth lighte," 
says an old homily :— ** The seconde is passying cold, 
that yf a greatc hylle of fyre were cast therin, it shold 
torn to yce." One of their legends, well remembered 
in the time of Shakspere, gives us a dialogue between 
a bishop and a soul tormented in a piece of ice which 
was brought to cure a brenning heate in his foot; take 
care, that you do not interpret this the gouty for I 
remember Menage quotes a canon upon us, 

** Si quis dixerit episcopum podagra laborare, ana- 
thema sit." 

Another tells us of the soul of a monk fastened to 
a rock, which the winds were to blow about for a 
twelvemonth, and purge of its enormities. Indeed 
this doftrine was before now introduced into poetick 
fiflion, as you may see in a poem, " where the lover 
declareth his pains to exceed far the pains of hell," 
among the many miscellaneous ones subjoined to the 
works of Surrey. Nay> a very learned and inquisi- 

G i j tive 
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live brothcr-antiquary hath observed to roe, on tlic 
authority of Blefkenius, that this was the ancient 
opinion of the inhabitants of Iceland, who were cer- 
tainly very little read either in the poet or the philo- 
sopher. Farmer. 
Lazarus^ in tJie Shepherd^s Calendar^ is represented 
to have seen these particular modes of punishment in 
tiie infernal regions : 

'" Secondly, I have seen in hell a floud frozen 
as ice, wherein the envious men and women were 
plunged unto the navel, and then suddainly came over 
them a right cold and great wind that grieved and 
pained them right sore," &c. Stebvens. 

152. Is*t not a kind of incest ^ ] In Isabella's 

declamation there is something harsh, and something 
forced and far-fetched. But her indignation cannot 
be thought violent, when we consider her not only as 
a virgin, but as a nun. Johnson* 

X55. a warped slip of wilderness] Wilder • 

ness is here used for vnldness^ the state of being dis* 
oidcrly. So, in the Maid^s Tragedy : 

** And throws an unknown wilderness about roe.*' 
Again, in Old Fortunatus^ 1600 : 

** But I in wilderness totterM out my youth." 
The word, in this sense, is now obsolete, thpugh 
employed by Milton : 

'* The paths, and bowers, doubt not, but GUI' 
joint hands 

** Will keep from wilderness with ease." 

Stebvens* 

156* 
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156. — Tai^ OT^defiance :] Defiance h refusal 
So, in Romeo and Juliet : 

" I do defy thy commiseration. '* Stbe v ens* 

163. — but a trade :'\ A custom; a pra6lice ; an 
established habit. So we say of a man much addicted 
to any thing, he makes a trade of it, Johnson. 

1 85 . Do not satisfy your resolution with hopes that are 

fallible .•] The sense is this. Do not rest with satis- 

faflion on hopes that are fallible, Ste evens. 

190. Hold you there j ] Continue in that reso- 
lution. Johnson. 

"^91 • ^^ 8°^ time,'\ i. e. a la bonne heure, so be it, 
very well. The same expression occurs in the Two 
Gentlemen of Verona^ and in Richard III, Strbvens. 

241. her combinate husband^ ] Combinate is 

betrothed^ settled by cpntraSi, Steevens* 

264. on\y refer yourself to this advantage, ] 

This is scarcely to be reconciled to any established 
mode of speech. We may read, only reserve yourself 
to, or only reserve to yourself this advantage^ 

Johnson. 

274. the corrupt deputy scaled*'^'-^'] To scale 

the deputy may be, to reach him^ notwithstanding the 
elevation of his place \ or it may be, to strip him and 
discover his nakedness^ though armed and concealed by the 
investments of authority, Johnson. 

To scaUj as may be learned from a note to Corio^ 
lanus, afl i. sc. 1, most certainly means, to disorder, 
to disconcert, to put to fight. An army routed is call- 
ed by Holinshed an army scaled. The word some- 

G i i j times 
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times signifies to diffuse or disperse ; at othersi as I 
suppose in the present instance* to put into confasum* 

Steevens. 

To scale is certainly to reach as well as to disperse or 
spread abroad, and hence its application to a routed 
army which is scattered over the field, TJie Duke's 
meaning appears to be, either that Angelo would be 
cver^reached, as a town is by the scalade^ or that his 
true chara6lec would be spread or laid open^ so that' 
his vileness would become evident. Dn Warburton 
thinks it is wdghedy a meaning which Dr. Johnson 
affixes to the word in another place. See Coriolanus^ 
acli. scene 1* Remarks. 

285. -T — the moated gr^Lngc ] A grange is 4 

solitary farm-house. So, in OtkeUo: 
«« this is Venice, 

*• My house is not a grange,** Steevens, 

A grange implies some one particular house imme. 
diately inferior in rank to a hall, situated at a small 
distance from tlie town' or village from which it takes 
its name $ as Homby^Grangey Blackwell'Grange ; and 
is in the neighbourhood simply called The Grange, 
Originally, perliaps, these buildings were the lord's 
granary or store-liouse, and the residence of his chief 
bailiff. (Grange^ from Granagitim, LiLt*) Remarks. 

294« — bastard,'} A kind of sweet wine^ then 
much in vogue, from tiie Italian bastardo, 

Warbv»ton. 

2(^6. since of two usuries, &c.] Sir Thomas 

Hanmer corre«5led the passage thus : — mce of twa 

3 usurers 
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usurers tht merriest was put down, and the worser at' 
loxotdy by order of law ^ afurr'd gownySiC, His punc- 
tuation is right, but the alteration, small as it is, 
appears more than was wanted. Usury may be used 
by an easy license for the professors of usury. 

f Johnson. 

304. father: '] In return to Elbow's 

blundering address of good father friar^ i.e. good 
father brother^ the duke humorously calls him, in his 
own style, good brother father. This would appear 
still clearer in French. Dieu vous benzsse, mon perc 
frere. — Et vous aussi^ mon frere pere. There is no 
doubt that our friar is a corruption of the French 
frere. Tyrwhitt. 

316. 1 drink f I eat, array wystlf and live.'} The 
old editions have, 

/ drinhf / eat away myself and live. 
This is one very excellent instance of the sagacity of 
our editors, and it were to be wished heartily, that 
they would have obliged us with their physical solu* 
tion, how a man can eat away himself, and live. Mr. 
Bishop gave me that most certain emendation, which 
I have substituted in the room of the former foolish 
reading ; by the help whereof, we have this easy 
sense : that the clown fed himself, and put clothes on 
his back, by exercising the vile trade of a bawd. 

Theobald. 

^29. That we were all, as some would seem to be, 

free from all faults, as faults from seeming free l\ 

I think 
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I think we should re^d with Hannvpr : 

Free from all faults, z.^ from faults seeming free. 
I. e. / wish we were all as good as we appear to be\ a 
sentiment very naturally prompted by his refle6lion on 
the behaviour of Angelo. Hanmer has only trans- 
posed a word to produce a convenient sense. 

Steevens, 

The first and second folio have 

free from o\xr Jaults, Ma lone* 

331. His nee A will come to your waist^ a cord, sir J] 
Tliat is, his neck will be tied, like your waist, with 
a rope. The friars of the Franciscan order, perhaps 
of all others, wear a hempen cord for a girdle. TIius 
puchaunani : 

** Fac gemant suis^ 

<* Variata tergafunibusJ** Johnson, 

887* Pygmalion's images j newly made woman^ — j By 
PygmalioiCs images^ newly made woman^ I believe Shak- 
spere meant np more than — Have you no women now 
to recommend to your customers, as fresh and un- 
touched as Pygmalion'^ statue was, at the moment 
when it became flesh and blood ? The passage may, 
however, contain some allusion to a pamphlet printed 
ill 1598, called — The Metamorphosis of Pygmalion's 
Image^ and certain Satires, \ have never seen it, but 
it is mentioned by Ames, p. 568 ; and whatever its 
i5ubje6l might be, we learn from an order signed by 
||ie archbishop of Canterbury and the bishqp of Lon- 
^on^ that this book was commanded to be burnt, 

Thq 
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The order is inserted at the end of the second volume 
of the entries belonging to the Stationers-Company. 

Stbevbns. 

<< Is there none of PygmaUoiC^ images newly made 
woman, to be had now T' If Marston*s Metamorphosis 
ofPygmaliotCs Image be alluded to, I believe it must 
be in the argumintn — <' The maidc (by the power of 
Venus) was metamorphosed into a living woman.*' 

Farmer. 

There may, however, be an allusion to a passage 
in Lilly's Woman in the Moone, i ^^97* The inhabitants 
of Utopia petition Nature for females, that they may| 
like other beings, propagate their species. Nature 
grants their request, and ** they draw the curtint 
from before Nature^s shop, where stands an image 
clad, and some unclad, and they bring forth the 
cloathed image,*' &c. Stievbns. 

By PygnaUofCs images newly made womenf I do not 
understand, with Mr. Steevens, virgins as/reskas if 
they came recently from the hands of Pygmalion. I rather 
think the meaning is : Is there no courtezan, who 
being nezoly made woman, [i. e. lately debauchedf'} still 
retains the appearance of chastity, and looks as cold 
as a statue, to be had ? &c. 

, The following- passage in Blurt Master ConstailCf a 
comedy, by Middleton, 1602, seems to authorise this 
interpretation : 

'* Lax. Are all these women F 

^^ Imp, No, no, they are half men and half womcn# 
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** Laz. You apprehend too fast. I mean by wo- 
men, wives $ for wives are no maids, nor are maids 
xoomtn. " 

Mulitr^ in Latin, had precisely the same meaning. 

Malonb. 

340. — what say*st thou to this tune^ matter^ and me^ 
tkodf Is*t not drown'' d V the last r.ain ?] Lucio asks 
Pompey, whether his answer was not drown 'd in the 
last rain ? but Pompey returns no answer to any of his 
questions : or, perhaps, he means to compare Pom- 
pey's misers^ble appearance to a drowned mouse. So, 
in King Henry VI, Part I. 

• ** Or piteous they will look, like drowned mice.** 

Steevens. 

341. whaise^^stthoUy ivoX} ] %o/\n Wily 

Beguiled, 161^,: " Thou toothless old ^r<?/ thou." 
Again, in the fVise Woman ofHogsden^ 1638 : 

** What can this witch, this wizard, or old trot ^* 

Steevens. 

Trotf or as it is now often pronounced, honest trout, 

is a familiar address to a man among the provincial 

vulgar. Johnson. 

342. Which is the way? ] What is the mode 

now^ Johnson. 

349. , in the tuh."] The method of cure for 

venereal complaints is grossly called the powdering tub, 

Johnson. 

It was so called from the method of cure. See the 
notes on — " the tub-fast and the dief* — in Timon^ 
aftiv. Steevens. 

35^- 
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. 356, say I tent thee thither, "'^^l Shakspere 

seems here to allude to the words used by Gloster in 
Henry VL Part III. a6t v. sc. 6. 

«* Down, down to hell j and say-^l sent thee thU 
ther,^* Rred, 

— ^^ ; say I sent thee thither. For deht, Pompey ? or 
howF] It should be pointed thus. Go, say I sent thee 
thither for dehty Pompey \ or how — i. f, to hide the 
ignominy of thy case, say, I sent thee to prison for 
debt, or whatever other pretence thou fanciest better* 
The other humorously replies, For being a bawd, for 
being a bawdy t. e» the true cause is the most honour- 
able. This is in character. Warburton* 
I do not perceive any necessity for the alteration. 
Lucio first offers him the use of his name to hide the 
seeming ignominy of his case \ and then very natu- 
rally desires to be informed of the true reason why he 
was ordered into confinement. St sevens. 
367. it is not the wear.} £. e. it js not the 
fashion. Ste evens. 
376. Then, Pomp^ f nor now,"] I think there 
should not be a note of interrogation here. The 
meaning is: I will neither bail' thee then, nor now. 
So again in this play, 

*< More^ nor less to others paying.*'— Ma lone.. 
379. Go, '^to kennel, Pompey y-^go:} It should be 
remembered, tlmt Pompey is the common name of a, 
dog, to which allusion is nude in the mention of a 
henae/^ . J0.HN.S0.N., 
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395. ii is no gtneral a wVf,— ] Tei, replies 
Lticio, the vice is of great kindred \ it is mil aify*d, &c. 
As much as to say, Yes, truly, it is general ; for the 
greatest men have 'it as well as we little folks. A 
little lower he taxes the duke personally with it. 

Edwards. 

^oS. ^^u^-^and he is a mdtion tuigenerative, tkat^ 
infitiliBle.il A rHottum genertaive means a puppet if the 
tmsiculine gtnder 'f a thing that appears to hate those 
powers of which it is not in reality possessed. 

Steevens. 

418, — .-mac^ detefted y&r tW7«f»;— — ^ This 
appears soHke the language of Dogberry^ that at first 
I thought the passage corrupt, and wished to read 
'sntpeBed, But perhaps deteOtd had anciently the same 
meaning. ^Soinan old colleftlion of tales, entitled, 
JVitSf FitSf and Fancies^ J 595* ** "^An officer whose 
daughter was deteQed of dishonestie, and generally so 
reported.'*— That deteffed is there used forsuspei3ed, 
and not in the present sense of the word, appears, I 
think, from the words that follow — ajid generally so 
reported^ which seem to relate not t0 a hnoztm but sus- 
pfBedfaiEi. Maloni. 

In Riches Adventures o/SimonidiSi 1584, 4to. ^* all 
Rome, «fe/tf5*rfT)f inconstande." Henderson. 

425. — — e/flc4wfciA ;] The beggars, two or tlirce 
centuries ago, used to proclatm their want by a 
wooden dish wrth a moveable cover, which they 
clacked to shew that their vessel was empty. This 

appears 



appears from a passage guoted on another occasion 
by Dr. Grey. 

Dr. Grey's assertion may be supported by the fol- 
lowing passage in an old comedy, called fhe FaMify of 
Love, 1608: 

** Can you think I get my living by a bell and a 
clack-dish?'* 

*« By a bell and a clack-disk f how's that >" 

" Why, by begging, sir," Sec. 
Again, in Henderson's Supplement to Ciiaucer*s 
Troilus and Craseid: 

«* Thus shall thou go begging from hous to hous, 
" With cuppc and ctappit^ like a Lazirous." 
And by a stage-direfitron in the Second Part of Kii^g 
Edward IV. 1619: 

<« Enter Mrs. Blague very poorly, begging with 
her basket and z. clap-disk,'* 

There is likewise an old pf ovetb to be found in 
Ray*& Collection, which alludes to the same custom : 
•< He claps kis disk at a wrong mah'« door.** 

STftEVENS. 

^27. — — flu ifiward o/" Aii ;] /awtfri is intimate • 
So in Daniel's tiymtiCs Triumph, 1623 : 

" YoiT two were wont to be most inward imvA^.^* 
Again, in Marston's Malccontenl, 1604 : 

" Come we must be inward, thou and I all one." 

Stkevens* 

43 3» "•'•^Tke greater file of the subjeQ'^'*^--'] The 

larger list, the greater number. John sow. 

H So, 
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So, in Macbttk : 
" the valued^/f." Steevbns* 

439, the business he hath helmed ^ ] The dif" 

ficulties he hath stecfd through, A metaphor from 
navigation. Steevejis, 

472. — ungenitur'd agent ] This word seems 

to be form'd from genitoirsy a word wliich occurs in 
Holland's Pliny, Tom. IL p. 321, 560, 589,,ai^d 
comes from tlie French genitoirsj the genitals* 

TOLLET. 

479. ^^^ nmtton on Fridays, ] A wench was 

csX\c& di laced mutton. THEOBAto* 

So, in DoSior faustus, 1604, Lechery says, 

" I am one that loves an inch of raw mutton better 
than an ell of Ffiday stockfish." Steevens# 

494. — mercy swear, and play the tyrant. 1 The 
idea of swearing agrees very well with that of a tyrant 
in our ancient mysteries. Ste evens. 

We still say to swear lihe an emperor \ and from 
some old book, of which the writer unfortunately 
negle(5led to copy the title, he has noted to swear like 
a tyrant. To swear like a termagant is quoted else- 
where. Remarks- 

^19. f rom the see,] The folio reads, 

"from the %t2^. Johnsok. 

See was anciently both written and pronounced sea^ 
Hence the merit of Montague's pun, whoi when king 
James complained of his embarrassment, arising from 
various competitors, in respeft to the filling up a va- 
cant 
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cant bishoprick, replied — ** Your majesty may easily 
'do it, if you have faith bat as a grain of mustard seed : 
for no more is necessary than to say to this mountain 
(referring both to his name and his paunch), be re- 
moved into yonder sea, and it shall be done.*' 

Henley, 

548. resolved ] t. e, satisfied. So, in 

Midd}eton*s More Dissemblers besides Women ^ aft i. sc. 3. 
**The blessing of perfection to your thoughts, 

lady; 
* * For I 'm resolved they are good ones , ' • Reed. 
554. -^— ^tf is indeed'^justiee,'} Summum jus, 
simmia injuria. Stee v en s. 

56^. Pattern in himself to know^ 

Grace to standi and virtue go ;] This passage 
•is very obscure, nor can be cleared without a more 
licentious paraphrase than any reader may be willing 
to allow. He that bears the sword of heaven should be 
noi less holy than severe : should be able to discover in him* 
self a pattern of such grace as can avoid temptation^ toge» 
iher xvitk such virtue as dares venture abroad into the 
world toithout danger of seduSlion, Steevens. 

" Pattern in himself to know,** 
Is, to experience in his own bosom an original prin- 
ciple of aftion, which, instead of being borrowed 
or copied from others, might serve as a pattern to 
them. Our author, in The fVinter^s Tale, has again 
used the same kind of imagery : 

** By the pattern of mine own tliOughts, I cut out 
♦* The purity of his." 

Hij I» 
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In another of his plays he uses an expression equally 

hardy and licentious : " And wjll have no attanuj^ 

but mysel/i*^ — ^which is an absolute catachresis, an 
attorney importing precisely a pei^on appointed to a& 
{qv another. Malon|(. 

^70* To weed my vice^ and let his grow /] t . r. to 
weed faults out of my dukedQmi and yet Indul^^ him- 
^If in his own private vices. ^ Stsevbhi. 

My^ vice, for the pices of my dukedom, appears to me 
very harsh. 

My, does not, I apprehend, relate to the duke in 
particular, who had not been guilty of any vice, but 
to any indefinite person. — ^The meaning seeins to he-^ 
io destroy by extirpation (as it is expressed in soother 
place) a fault that I have committed, and to suffer 
his own vices to grow to a rank and luxuriant height. 

The speaker, for tbe sake of argument, puts him- 
self in the case of an offending person. Ma lonb* 

To weed my vice^ and M his grow /J The duke is 
plainly speaking in his own person. What he here 
terms ''my vioff* may be explained from his cOn* 
yersation in a^ i. sc. ^s with Friar Thomas, jukI 
especially line 329. ' 

u — »twas urjault to give tbe people scope.* '-^ 
The vice ofdngelo requires no explanation. 

Henley. 

57fi. nough angel on the outward side 1} Here wis 
see what induced the author to give the outward saiiu* 
ed deputy the name of Angelo. Ma|.onk. 

|8o. 
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. 580* So disguise sAaii, by the disguiCd^ So disguise, 
shall, by means, of a person disguised^ return an inju* 
fioK demand with a counterfeit person* Johnson. 



■ » ; J 



ACT IV. 

• • 

line t. Take, ok, take, &c.] This is part of a 
Kttlc song of Shakspere's own writing,, consisting of 
two stanzas, and so extremely sweet, that the reade^' 
won't be displeased to have the other j 
Hide^ oh^ hide those hills of snow^ 

Which thy frozen bosom bears. 
On whose. tops], the. pinks thatgrow^ 

Are of those ikatt April wears. 
But my poor heart first set free j, 
Bound in those icy chains by thee, Warburton. 
This song is entire in Beaumont's Bloody Brother^ 
and in Shakspere's poems. The latter stanza is 
omitted by Mariana, as not suiting a female cha« 
rafltr, Theobald. 

Though Scwell. and Gildon have printed this 
among Shakspere's poems, they have done the same 
to so many other pieces, of which the real authors 
arc since known, that their evidence is not to be 
depended on. It is not found in Jaggard's edition 
of our author's sonnets, which was printed during his 
lift:- timet 

H i i j ^"'' 
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Our poet, however, has intro4uce() pfie of tlie 
same thoughts in his i49d spnnct; 

«< not from those lips of thine 

" That have prophan'd their scarlet ornaments, 
" And sealed falit bonds of love^ as oft as mine/' 

Stebvbns* 
Again, in his Venus and Adonis^ 1593 1 

<< Pure lips^ sweet t€als on my soft lips im* 

printed, 
<< What bargains may I make s^ to be sealing.** 

Malonb. 
It occurs also in the old Black Letter Translation 

of Amadis of Gaule, 4to. p. 171. " rather with 

kisses (which are counted the seales of Love) they chose 

to confirm their unanimitie, then otherwise to offend 

a resolved pacience.*' Reed. 

J 5. My vdrth it fnuci dispUa^dy hut pleased Jtty woe,'^ 

Though the musick soothed my sorrows, it had no 

tendency to produce light merriment, Johnson. 

23. constantly ] Certainly ; with- 

out flu6luation of mind. JoHNspjf » 

So, in the Merchant of Venice : 

" Could so much turn the constitution 
** Of any constant man.*' Steevbns* 

30. circummur*d wit A 6rick,'\ Circummured^ 

walled round. 

'* He caused the doors to be mured and cased up,** 

Painter's Palace cf Pleasure. 

Johnson. 
33. 
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32. «<-a planched goUtl u e. a gate made of 
boards. Plancie, Fr. 

A plancher is a p}ank. $o> vt Lylly's Mazdas lihtam 
wiorphms^ 1600: 

<* f upyn the ground doth lie 
«* h^oWovf plancher.'^ 
Again> in Sir Arthur G^ges^ translation of Lucan^ 

•* Yet with his hoefcs doth beat and rent 

** The plancAed floore, the barres and c^iaines/' 

SjEEVENS. 

The expression is common at this day in the west. 

* * Jtt 

36, There have I, &c.] In the pld copy tl\e lines 
ftand thus : 

l^here have I made iny promise upon the 
flefivy middle of the nighty to call upsn him, 

Steevbns. 

i|t« In oQion all of precept^-T-^'] t. «• shewing the 

irver^ turnings of the way with his ^nd ; which 

S^^n contaiijfd so many precepts, being given forra^y 

4ire^Qn, Warburton. 

46. / ham possesi'd him, — ] I have made hio^ 

cleariy and strongly comprelie nd . Johnson. 

To Pfiss^ss had formerly the sense of inform or flc- 

^pUifiU* As, in £1:^10;^ Man in his Humour ^ a^ i. so. 5. 

Captain Bobadi^ says, ^* possess no gentleiaan of OMf 

jlpim^iatanCie wjth nqtipe of my lodging.'* llRSP' 

49. Thai stays upon me i«— -] So vn Ma^^th : 

»< Worthy 
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*' Worthy Macbeth, we stay upon your leisure." 

Stebvens. 

• 64. ^aise eyes'] That is. Eyes insidious and 

traiterous. Johnson. 

Sy, in Chaucer's Sompnoures Tale, late edit. v. 7633: 
** Ther is ful many an eye, and many an ere, 
<* Awaiting on a lord,'* &c. Steevens. 

66. contrarious quests] Different reports, 

running counter to each other. Johnson. 

So, in Othello: 
*< The senate has s^e'nt out three several quests. * • 

Steevens. 
I f ahe and contrarious (piests \v\ this place, ra- 

ther mean lying and contradi&ory messengers, with whom 
run volumes of report. An explanalion, which the line 
quoted by Mr. Steevens will serve to confirm. 

Remarks. 

• 82. DotA flourish the deceit* ] A metaphor 
taken from embroidery, where a coarse ground is 
iilled up, and covered with figures of rich materiaU 
and elegant workmanship. Warburton. 

Flourish is ornament in general. So, in another play 
of Shakspere : 

«« empty trunks oW-Jlourish*d by the devil, '» 

Stebvens. 

Dr. Warburton*$ illustration of the metaphor seems 

to be inaccurate. The passage from another of 

^hakspere's plays, quoted by Mr. Steevens, suggests to 

us the true one, 

** —empty trunks o'erflourish'df*' &c% 

The 
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TThc term fiourisk alludes to the flowers impresaed on 
the waste printed pjjper and old books, with whic(i 
trunks are commonly lined. Hbnley.' 

83. '-^"'for yet our X\t\iQ'' s t$ sow..^ As before, the 
blundering editors h^ve made a ^ri^e of the priestly 
Angelo, so here they have made priest of the prince. 
We should read tiltkf i. t. our tillage is yet to make, 
The grain from which we expe6t our harvest, is not 
yet put into the ground* Warbuhtoht. 

The reader is here attacked with a petty sophism. 
We should read tilths i, e. our tiUa^e is to make. But 
in the text it is to sow ; and who has ever said that h>s 
iii/agc. was to sowP I believe tyt&e is right, and that 
the expression is proverbial, in which tyt&e is takej], 
^y an easy metonymy, for harvest. J oh if son* 

Dr. Warburton did not do justice to his own coq* 
je^ure ; and no wonder, therefore, that Dr. Johnson 
bas not.r—TT/M is provincially used for iand tiWd^ 
prepared for sowing. Shakspere, however, has ap- 
plied it before in its usual acceptation . F a k m e r . 

Dr. Waiburton's conjedture may be supportied by 
many instances in Markham*s English Husbandman^ 
^^^ : ^' After the beginning of March ypu shall 
l>egin to sowe your barley upon that ground which 
the year before did Jyc fallpw* and is commonly called 
yoKkritiltk, or fallow field,'* In p. 74 of this book, a 
corruption, like our author's, occurs. <* As before, 
I sai<| beginning to fallow your tithe field i" whith is 
llA4ou))^dly i^isprintsd for tilth iield. Toi^let. 

rath 
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Tilth is used for crop or harvest by Gowcr, Dc Cwi- 
Jksiione Amantis^ lib. v. fol. 93. b. 

** To sowe cockill with the corne, 
" So that the tilth is nigh forlorne, 
** Which Christ s€w first his owne honde,'* 
Shakspere uses the word tilth elsewhere : 
** her plenteous womb 

" Expresseth its full tilth and husbandry." 
But my quotation from Gower shews that to sow tilth 
"was a phrase once in use. Steevens. 

It does not follow, because Dr. Farmer, Mr. 
Toilet, and Mr. Steevens have shewn that to sow tilth 
is not nonsense, it ought therefore to displace the 
original reading. The Duke is speaking in the person 
of an ecclesiastick ; tythey therefore, is a word more in 
charafter than tilth. Besides, the advantage expefted 
■ by him to spring from the present stratagem, was but 
one of the ten which he looked for from the whole 
of his plan. Henley. 

116, ■ ■ a good favour ] Favour is coun« 

tenance. So, in Antony and Cleopatra : 
€t ■ . why so tart a favour 

'* To publish such good tidings ?" Steevens. 
123. what mistery there should be in hangings if 

I should be hang'^d, I cannot imagine. 
Abhor. 5/r, it is a mistery. 
Clown.. Proof. 

Abhor. Every true man's apparel Jits your thie/'. 
Clown. If it be too little/or your thief your truemoM 
thinhs it big enough j if it be too big for your thief your 

Uief 
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thief thinks it liitU enough : so every true matCs npparel 
Jits your thie/J] The last'Speech, which makes part of 
ttie Hangman's argument, is, hy mistake, as the 
reader's own sagacity will readily perceive, given to. 
the Clown or Bawd. I suppose, therefore, the poet 
gave us the whole thus : 

Abhor. 5i>, it is a mtstery» 

Clown. Proof. ■ 

Abhor. Every true man's apparel Jits your thief: if 
it he. too little Jor your thiej^ your true man thinks it big 
enough: if it be too big Jor your thief ^ your thiej thinks 
it little enough ; so every true man's apparel Jits your thief ^ 

Rbvisal. 

« 

127. J its your thief. 'I So in Promos and Cas^ 

Sandra, 157S> the Hangman says : 

** Here is nync and twenty sutes of appare^ for 
my share." 
True man, in the language of ancient times, is gene* 
rally placed in opposition to thief, Stee ven s, 

J 35. — — ask forgiveness J]^ ^o, in As Tou Like It ^ 

** The common executioner, 

5* Whose heart the accustom'd sight of death 

makes hard, 
** Falls not the axe upon the humbled neck, 
** But first begs pardon.'* Stbevens. 

J43. a good turn,] 1. e. a turn oiF the ladder. 

He quibbles on the phrase according to its common 
acceptation. - Farmer. 

151. ^starkly — — ] Stiffly* These two Une$ 

afford a very pleasing image. Johnson. 

163. 
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1C3. they tif ill Iheny ] Fei*hap§ sie ^i\\ then, 

Sft* J. HAWKX!fS« 

168. Even with the stfok i > ' *•"] Sftoke is here put 

tot the strbAe of a pen or a line. John sow. 

171, To^Kfl/^— =— ] To teYnjjier, td moderate, as 

we say wine is qualified with w^ter. Johnson. 

So, \n Othello: 

<^ I have drank but one cup to-night, and that was 

craftily ^fl/£/f«</ too," Stbevens. 

171. -were Ae meard"] Were he sprinkled; 

were he defiled. A figure of the same kind our 

author uses in Macbeth .* 

** l%e blood-bcdter'd Banquo,*^ Johnson. 

So, in the Philosophers SAtireS) by Robert Anton ? 
** As if their perriwigs to death the J gave 
*' To meale them in soifie gastly dead man's 
. grave." St ee yens. 

Mealed is mingled, compdunded frdm the French 
mesler* B la c kstO n e. 

176, . that spirit'* s pcssest with haste, 

That wounds the unresisting postern with these 
strokes,'] The line is irregular, and the 
unresisting postern so strange an expression, that want 
of measure, and want of sense, might jiistly raise 
suspicion of an error ; yfet none of the latter editors 
seem to have supposed the place faalty, except Sir 
Tliomas Hanmer, who reads : 

the wnresVmg postern, 

Tlie three folios have it : 

■ ■ ■ u nsisting posternp 
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out of which Mr. Rowe made unresisting ^ and the rest 
fblloweid him. John son. 

188, siege of justice f"] i. c. seat of justice* 

&ege^ Fr. So, Othello : 

u 1 fetch my birth 

'* From lAen of royal siege,*^ Steevens. 

191. Enter a Messenger. 

Duke. TTiis is his lordships mait, 
Prov. And here comes Cldudio*s par don. "^ The 
Pi^ovost has just declared a fixed opinion that the 
execution will not be countermanded \ and yet, upon 
the first appearance of the Messenger, be immediately 
guesses that his errand is to bring Claudio's pardon. 
It is evident, I think, that the names of the speakers 
are misplaced. If we suppose the Provost to say : 

This is his lordship's tnattf 
h is very natural for the Duke to subjoin, 

And here comes Claudia's pardon. 
The Duke might believe, upon very reasonable 
grounds, that Angelo had now sent the pardon. It 
appears that he did so, from what he says to himself, 
while the Provost is reading the letter : 

This is his pardon ; purchased by such sin. — 

Tyrwhitt. 
When, immediately after the Duke had hinted his 
expe6lation of a pardon, the Provost sees the Mes- 
senger, he supposes the Duke to have known somethings 
and changes his mind. Either reading may serve 
equally well. Johnson. . 

ftSft, 1— Ni.cnc that is a prisoner nine years old,"] i, e, 

I That 
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That has been confined these nine years. So, in 
HamUt, ** Ere we were two days old at sea, a pirate 
of very warlike preparation," &c. Ma lone. 

236. ■ desperately mortal,^ This expression is 

obscure. Sir Thomas Hanrner reads, mortally despe- 
rate. Mortally is in low conversation used in this 
sense, but I know not whether it was ever written. 
I am inclined to believe, that desperately mortal means 
desperately mischievous. Or desperately mortal^ may 
mean a man likely to die in a desperate state, without 
reUeftion or repentance. ^ Johnson. 

268. and tie the beard ; ] Tlie Rcvisal re- 
commends Mr. Simpson's emendation, die the beard ; 
but the present reading may stand. Perhaps it was 
usual to tie up the beard before decollation. Sir 
T. More is said to have been ludicrously careful 
about this ornament of his face. It should, however, 
be remembered, that it was the custom to die beards. 

So, in the old comedy of Ram Alley^ 1611: 

** What coloured beard comes next by the window ? 
** A black man's, I think. 
** r think, a red; for that is most In fashion." 
Again, in the Silent Woman : " I have fitted my 
divine and canonist, dyed their beards and all.** 

Again, in the Alchemist : " he had dy^d Ais 

i^ar^, and all.*' Steevens, 

A beard tied would give a very new air to that face, 
which had never been seen but with tjie beard loose, 
long, and squalid. Johnson. 

fi69. 
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269. to be SO barbed] The old copy reads — so 

kar''d, Ste EVENS. 

There was no necessity for changing the old reading. 
On the contrary it agrees better with the context than 
that by which it is displaced. Henley. 

270. -^--^youknow the course ii common*^ P. Mathieu^ 
in his Heroyke Life and Deplorable Death of Henry the 
Fourth of France^ says, that Ravilliac, in the midst of 
his tortures, lifted up his head, and shook a spark of 
fire from his beard, ** This unprofitable care, he 
adds, to save it being noted, afforded matter to 
divers to praise the custome in Germany ^ Swisserlandy and 
divers other places to shave offy and then to bui"n all 
the haire from all parts of the bodies of those who are 
convi6ted for any notorious crimes.'* GrimstorCs Trans-- 
lotion, 4to. i6i2, p. 181. Reed. 

296. — nothing of what is zarit,'] We should read 
— here writ — the Duke< pointing to the letter in his 
hand. Warburton. 

297, »^the unfolding star calls up the shepherd .*] 
** The star, that bids the shepherd fold, 

< * No w the top of heaven doth hold . ' * 

Milton*s Comus* 
Steevens. 
*< So doth the evening star present itself 
<* Unto the careful shepherd's gladsome eyes, 
** By which unto the fold he leads his flock.'* 

Marston's Insatiate Countess, 1613. 

Malone. 
I i j 308. 
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gog, ,......^pifstf Atre^s young master Rash ; &c.] 

This enumeration of the inhabitants of the prison 
affords a very striking view of the pra^ices predomi- 
nant in Shakspere's age. Besides thos^ whose follies 
are common to all times, we have four fighting .men 
and a traveller. It is not unlikely that the originals 
of the pi^ures were then known. J oh n s o m. 

Firsts heft's young master Rash ] All the names 

here mentioned are charafieristical. Rash was a stuff* 
formerly used. So, in A R^ply as true as Steele^ to a 
rusty f raylingf ridiculous^ lying LiktU^ which zoos laUly 
written by an imptutent unsoder'd Ironmonger, and 
called by the name of An Answer to a foolish Pamphlet^ 
entitled, A Swarme of ScBams and Schi^matiques* By 
John Taylour, 1641 : 

^* And witli mochado suit, and judgment rask^ 
*' And tongue of saye^ thou*lt say all is but 
trash." Malons* 

309. — — • commodity of brown paper and old gin^ 
^^r.— -] Thus the old copy. The modem editors 
read, brown pepper. The following passage in 
Michaelmas TbiB, a comedy, 1^7 3 will justify tlie ori- 
ginal reading t 

<' I knoY^^ some gentlemen in town have been glad, 
and are glad at tliis ti^ne, to take up commodities iu 
haw|L*s -hoods and brown paper .^* 

Agaii), in A New Trick to cheat the Devil, 1636: 

" to have been so bit already 

** With taking up commodities of brown paper, 
*^ Buttons past fashiop, silks, and sattins, 

••Babies 
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** Babies and children's fiddles, with like trash 

** Took up at a dear rate, and sold for trifles." 
Again, in Greene's Quip for an Upstart Courtier^ 1620 : 
*' For the merchant, he delivered the iron, tin, lead, 
hops, sugars, spices, oyls, brown papcty or whatever 
else, from six months to six months. Which when 
the poor gentleman came to sell again, he could not 
make threescore and ten in the hundred besides the 
usury." Again, in Greene's Defence of Coneycatcking^ 
1592 : " — so that if he borrow an hundred pound, 
he shall have forty in silver, and threescore in wares, 
as lutestrings, hobby horses, . or brown papers^ or 
cloath,** &c. 

"Again, in the Spanish Curate of Beaumont and 
Fletcher : 

" Commodities of pins, brown papers^ pack* 
thread." 
Again, in Gascoigne's Steele Glasse : 

<* To teach young men the trade to sell brown 
paper,** Steevens. 

A commodity of broztm paper. Mr. Steevens sup- 
ports this rightly. Fehhor asks, in his Compter^s 
Commonwealtky **" suppose the commodities are delivered 
after Signior Unthrifty and Master Broaker have both 
sealed the bonds, how must those hobby-horses, 
reams oi brown paper ^ Jewcs trumpes and babies, babies 
and rattles be solde ?" Farmer, 

• 324. \vifor the hordes sakeJ^ i, e, to beg for 

the rest of their lives. Warburton. 

liii The 
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Th£ word in has be«a supplied by some of the mo. 
dem editors. Ste evens. 

It appears from a poem eotitled, Paper* s CompUdnt^ 

printed among Davies*s epigrams, [about the year 

j6ii] that this was the language in which prisoners, 

who were confined for debt, addressed passengers : 

<< Good gentle writers, for the Lord*s sake, for the 

Lord's saAe, 
** Like Ludgate pritontr, lo, I, begging make 
<*My mone.*' 

Again, in Nashe*s Apologi$ of Pierce PenniUsse^ ^69$ < 
— ." At that time that thy joys were in tJie FUcting, 
and thou crying for the Lord's sake^ out at an iron 
window, in a lane no,t far frpm Ludgate-Hill.*'— — 

Malonb» 

373. to transport ^«— ^— ] To remove him 

from one world to another. The French trepas affords 
a kindred sense . Johnson* 

396. To the imder generation^'^''-^-'^ So Sir Thomas 
Hanmer, with true judgment. It was in all the for- 
mer editions : 

To yonde r ■ 
ye under and yondtr were confounded. Johnson. 

The old reading is Dot yonder hMty^nd. Stbevens. 

419. When iX is le^st expeSed.] A better reason 
inight have been given. It was necessary to keep 
Isabella in ignorance, that she might with more 
keenness accuse (he deputy. Johnson. 

444 . ypur bosom ] Your wish j your heart's 

desire. Johnson. 

455* 
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455* J ^* combined by a sacred vow,] Shakspcre 
uses combine for to bind by a paQ or agreement, so he 
C9Us Augelo the combinau husbaod of M^^pa. 

JOHKSON* 

^^6. -Wend you ] To tvend is io gp^-As^ 

obsolete word. So, in the Comedy of Errors : 
*< Hopeless and helpless dotli ^geoA wend.** 
Again, in Orlando Furioso, 1599 : " To let his 
Daughter wend with us to France." Sjeevens. 

469. if the old, &c.] Sir Thomas Hanmer reads, 
the o^fmtastical duke, but old is a common word of 
aggravalioii in ludicrous language, as^ there was 0I4 
remlidng. Johnson. 

472. ^he lives not in them,'] i. e. his character de- 
pends not on them. Steevens. 
^.74 . '^^'^woodrnan,'^ — ] A Woodman «eems to have 
been an attendant or servant to the officer, called 
Forrester, Mr. Reed, who makes this observation, 
cites in confirmation of it, Manhood on the Forest LawSf 
4to. 161s. p. 46. but adds— It is here, however, used 
in a wanton sense, and was, probably in our autlior's 
time, geiierally so receive^V In like manner in T/ie 
Chances, a^ i/^c. 9- the landlady says, 
** Well, well, son John, 
<* I see you are a woodman, and can diuse 
" Your deer tho* it be i' th' dark." 
So, in The Merry Wives of Windsor, Falstaff asks hi? 
mistresses : 

«< , ,, Am I a woodman? ha I" Steevens. 

^o»- 
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^08. sort and sutt,2 Figure and rank. 

Johnson. 
512. * -^- makes me unprcgnant,] In the first scene 
tlie Duke says that Escalus is pregnant, 1. e, ready in 
the fornjs of law. Unpregnant, therefore, in this in- 
stance before us, is unready^ unprepared' Steevens. 
515. — But that her tender shame 

Will not proclaim against her maiden loss. 
How might she tongue me ? Tet reason dares her f 

No: 
For my authority, &c.] Warburton explains 
this ; < dares her to reply No to me, whatever I say.' 
Theobald corre&s the passage and reads : ^ dares her 
fiote*' Hanmer alters the pointing : * dares her : No.' 
So does Upton: • dares her— iV(j.? Which he explains 
thus : fVere it not for her modesty, how might she proclaim 
my guilt ? yet (you*ll say) she has reason on her side, and 
that will dare her to do it. I think not; /or my authority, 
&c. Johnson says, he has nothing to offer worth in- 
sertion. Mr. Steevens would read : * yet reason dares 
her not ;' which he expounds, * reason does not challenge 
or incite her to appear against we.' Mr. Henley says, 
the expression is a provincial'one, and means, 'rea- 
son dares her [by which we suppose he understands 
defies her] to do it, as by this means she would not 
only publish her " maiden loss," but also as she 
would suffer frond the imposing credit of his station 
and power.' We think Mr. Henley rightly understands 
the passage, but has not sufficiently explained himself. 
Reason, or reflexion, is, are conceive, personified by 

Shakspere, 



Shaksper^y and represented as daring or ssjer^axtiing 
Isabella, and crying A^, to her, whenever she find^ 
herself prompted to * tongue' Angelo. Dare is often 
met with in this sepse by Shakspere. Beaumont anfi 
Fletcher liavc used tjie wprd.A'^ in a similar way in 
tlie Chances, a6t iii. sc. 4. 

M . . ■ . t hat si^e, or he, 
<^ Or any of that family aretainte4f 
'< Suffisr diigrace, pf ruin« hy my plc^sure^^ 
*' I wear a sword to satisfy the world |ki.'^ 
Again, in A Wife for a UoMky 4^ iv, 

• " I'm sure lie did noj, for \ pharg'd him «?/* 

518. -^-*->f^ Ointhoriiy heti,rs <> (:red^n^ ^Ki^ 

7>(a^ii4? particfiiar fc^nMt ^^"i Credent is 
crzdiiaiUey enforcing credit^ not questionable, Th^ ol4 
English writers often confound tlve active ^nd passive 
adje6iifes. So Shakspere, and Mi)tQi| after him» UfiiC 
iniexpressive fpr inexpressible » 

Parficuiar is private, a Friench sense* No scandal 
fropiany^r2W^< mouth C4n re^ch a man in my autho* 
rity, JoHifsov. 

The old copy r-e^jis— bears (/—I suppose for- 
bears £^ i.e. fiarries ajopg vit.h it. Sxe^YENs. 

^96. . we wouldf and we would not.Ji Here 

undoubtedly the a(5l should end, and wa» ended by 
the poet; for h^re.is properly » cessation of action, 
9nd a night inters^enes, and Xh^ place is changed be- 
tween the passages of this scene, and those of the 
next. The next ai^ beginning with the following 

scene. 
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scene, proceeds without any interruption of time or 
change of place. Johnson. 

527. Thfse letters »— ] Peter never delivers 

the letters, but tells his story without any credentials. 
The p'oet forgot the plot which he had formed. 

Johnson, 

^31, you do blench from tkis to tAaty"] To 

HencA is to start off, to fly off. Steevens. 

544. He saysy to vaii JuU purpose,} Mr. Theobald 
alters it to. 

He says V availful purpose. 

To vail JuU purpose f may, with very little force on 

•the words, mean, to Aide the whole extent of our design^ 

and therefore the reading may stand j yet I cannot 

but think Mr. Theobald*s alteration either lucky or 

ingenious* ' Johnson. 

55a. Enter Friar Peter,'] This play has two friars, 
either of whom might singly have served. I should 
therefore imagine, that Friar Thomas, in the first 
a6ty might be changed, without any harm, to Friar 
Peter ; for why should the Duke unnecessarily trust 
< two in an affair which required only one. The name 
of Friar Thomas is never mentioned in the dialogue, 
and therefore seems arbitrarily placed at the head of 
the scene. Johnson. 

655* Tilf generous, £i^c.] i, e, the mosi noble, &c. 
. Cemrous is here used in its Latin sense. ** Virgo gene- 
rosa et nobilis." Cicero. Shakspere uses it again in 
OtUlk : 

«— the 
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«' * ■ ■ ■ the generous islanders 
** By you invited'*— — Stbevens^- 

556. Have hent the gates, — ] Have seized, or taken 
possession of the gates. Johnson* 

So, in Sir A. Gorges* translation of the 4th Book 
of Lucan : 

• r 

** « - did prevent 

" His foes, ere they the hills had kent,*^ 
Again, in the bl. let. Romance of Syr Eglamoure of 
ArtoySf no date : 

** But with the childe hoineward gan ryde 

" That fro the gryfFon was hent.^' 
Again, in the ancient metrical Romance of Syr Guy 
qfWarzoickt bl. let. no date: 

" Some by the arms hent good Guy," &c. 
Again, 

" And some by the bridle him kent,^* 
Spenser often uses the word ktnd for to seize or take^ 
and averkthd £>r to overtake, St E£ v ens. 



ACT r. 



Line ai. — ]/ ^ /Z your regard] That is, withdraw 
your thoughts from higher things, let your notice de- 
scend upon a wronged woman. To vaily is to lower* 

Johnson. 
This 



This is one of the few expressions which might have 
b^en boriro^ed from the oW play of Fromas and Cos- 

idkdra^ ^599- 

« i ail thou thine cars.*" 

So> m Stahyhurtt's t^ranslation of the 4th Book of 

Virgil's Andd: 

*< Phrygio Hceat servire maHfa.** 

" Let Dido vailhtt heart to bed.fellow Trojan.'* 

STEBYBRff* 

Thus, in Hamlet : 

« Do not for ever with thy vaUitd lid$ 
♦< Seek not thy noble father in the dust/* 

Hewlett 
59. — tfj sky^ asgrave<f afjustf at absdutr^] As sfyi 
as reserved, ^s abstra6ted : as just ^ as nice, as exad : 
as absolute- ; as complete in all tlie round of duty. 

JOHNSOR* 

6t. In all its dresnngSy &€.] In all his semfolance 
of virtue^ in all his habiliments of office^ }orn^ok» 

-^—c&araSs, ] z. e. characters. See Dugdale, 

Orig, Jurid. p, 81.— *♦ That he use ne hide, nocharmet 
ne care£le,'* Tyrwhitt, 

So, in Gower, De Con/essicne AmanUis^ Book I, 
*^ With his carreQe w6uld him enchaunt.'* 
Again, 

" And read his carf£{« in the wise.*'. , B- V. f. 103, 
Again, 

** Through his care&eszn^ figures.'* 

B. VI. fol. S40, 
Again, 

«< An4 
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'^ And his careSe^s he wis taught, 
** He rad," &c. Steevens. 

CkaraQ signifies an inscription* The stat. 1 Ed. VI. 
c. 2. directed the seals of office of every bishop to 
have ^' certain charaBs under the king*s arms, for 
|he knowledge of the diocess." Charaders are the 
letters in which the inscription is written. Charadery 
is the materials of which chara6ters are composed. 
** Fairies use flowers for their charaSery.** 

Merry Wives of Windsor* 
Blackstonb. 
69. As e*er'l heard^ &c.] This is the reading of the 
old copy, I suspeft Shakspere wrote. 

As ne*€r I keard in madness. Ma LONE* 

71. ■ ■ d o not banish reason 

For inequality: ■ '] Let not the high qua- 

lity of my adversary prejudice you against nle. 

Johnson. 
I imagine the meaning rather is — Do not suppose I 
9m mad, because I speak passionately and unequally* 

Ma LONE. 

109. How he refeird me^ ] To re/el is to refute^- 

''^Refelicre et coargueremendacium.^^ Cicero prQ 
Ligario. 
Ben Jonson uses the word : 

« Friends, not to re/el you, 
*'.Or any way quell you.'* 
. Again, in The Second Part of Robert Earl of HuiU 
tinifton, 1601 : 

K ' ^' 'Inhere. 
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*< Therefore go onj young Bruce, pit)ceed, rf- 

fdl 
" The allegation." Steevbns. 

113. Tb ^2i concupiscible, &c.] Such is the old 
reading. The iBodern editors unauthoritatively sub« 
Stitute concupiscent, Steevens. 

117. His purpose surfeiting} Thus the old copy* 
So, mOthelio: 
*t my hopes not surfeited to death." 

Stee«vens, 

ISO* Ok that it were as like, as it is true I] The 

meaning, I think, is : O that it had as much of the 

appearance as it has of the reality of truth I Malonb. 

^121. — fond o;«/c^, "] fond vf retch U JbolisA 

wretch. So in another play of our author: 
" 'Tis^iw^ to wail inevitable strokes." 

Steetens. 

123. In hateful Ytr&^iice : ] PraQice was used 

by tlie old writers for any unlawful or insidious stra* 
tagem. So again : 

" This must needs be practice j '* 
and again : 

« * Let tne have way to Jind this practice out, ** 

JOHNSOV. 

335* In countenance ! — } r. e, in partial favour. 

Warburton. 

140. — pra6\ice.] PraBice in Shakspere, very 

often means shameful artifice, uniu^lifiMe stratagem. 

So in King Lear : 

;• This is/ra5ia^ Glostcr/* 

a /VgaiiJi 
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Again, in King John : 

" It is the shameful work of Hubert's hand, 
" The pra£lic€ and the purpose of the king.'* 

Steevens. 
16^ — not a temporary mtdUr^l It is hard to know 
what is meant by a temporary medler. In its usual 
sense, as opposed to p<rpd.ual^ it cannot be used here. 
It may stand for <m^^^ .* tJie sense will -then be, / 
know him fir a holy man, one that meddles not toiih se- 
cular affairs* It may mean temporising: I know kirn to 
be 4L holy man, one who would not temporise, or take the 
opportunity of your absence to defame you. Or we m^y 
read : . 

Not scurvy^ nor a tamperer and medier : - 
not one who would have tampered with this woman to 
make her a false evidence against your deputy. 
' " Johnson. 

Peter here refers to what Lucio had before aftirme4 
concerning Friar Lodowick. Hence it is evident that 
tlie phrase temporary medter, was intended to sig* 
nify one who intruded himself, as often as he could find 
opportunity, into other meiCs concerns. See the context. 

Henley. 
178. So vulgarly-t-] Vulgarly , I believe means 
publickly. The vulgar are the common people* Daniel 
uses vulgarly for among the common people : 
<« ■ .and which pleases vulgarly.** 

Stsevsns, 
J 8^. « ■ I ■ Come, cousin Angelo, 

** In this Vllbe impartial : be you judge 
** Of your own cause,^* 

Kij Surely, 
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Surely, says Mr. Theobald, this Duke had odd no-« 
tions of impartiality I — He reads therefore, *' Izoillbe 
partial f** and all the editors follow him ; even Mr. 
Heath declares the observation unanswerable. But 
see the uncertainty of criticism 1 impartial was some- 
times used in the sense of partial. In the okl play of 
Szoetnam the Wcmun HiUer^ Atlanta cries out, when 
the judges decree against the women : 

^* You are impartial, and we do aj^al 

*« From you to judges more indiflferent." 

Parmsr. 
. So, in Marston*s Antonio and Mellida, sd Pajt| i6oft t 

** —There's not a beauty lives 

<< Hath that impartial predominance 

" 0*er my afFe^ls, as your enchanting graces.** 
Again,^ in the first .edit, of Romeo and Juliet, 1597 1 

"Cruel, unjust, impartial destimcsV* 
In support of the old reading, and in coniirmation 
of Dr. Farmer's observation, it may be remarked, that 
the writers who were contemporary with Shakspere^ 
when they would express what we now call impartiai^ 
generally use the word tmpartiaU Thus Marston in 
the play above quoted : 

<« I tell ypu. Lady, had you vicw'd us both 

"" " With anwff^ar/w/eye.*' 

So Speed, in his Hist* of Great^Britain, 1614, speakings 
of the death of queen Elizabeth, says,—" The God 
of peace called her to a far higher glory by his unparticU 
messenger, Death.** And indeed, I believe, it will1>e 
found, that the ancient English privative un, was ia 

our 
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' our author's time generally used ; and that in or m, 
\irhich modern writers have substituted in its place, 
was then frequently used as an augmentative or inten- 
sive particle. Thus impartial was used for very partiaf, ' 
and indifferent for very different* See a note on the 
Taming vf a SArezu, 2bEiW» Ma lone, 

197. Neither maidf widoWf nor ttnfe?'] This is a 
proverbial phrase to be found in Ray*s Colle6bion.' 

Steevens* 
82^. This is a strange aduse:^^"] Abuse stands in 
this place for deception or puzzle. So in Macbeth^ 

** wy strange and se/fabuse^ 

means, tAis strange deception of myself. Johnson, 
230. And did supply thee at Mj' garden-house,] A 
garden-house^ in the time of our author, was usually 
appropriated to purposes of intrigue. • So in' Ski ale- 
THiA, or a shadow of truths in certain Epigram and 
Satyres, 1598: 

" Who, comjpg from the Curtain, sneaketh in 
" To some old garden i noted house for sin." 
Again, in the London Prodigal^ a comedy,* 1605: 
<* Sweet lady, if you have any friend, or garden^ 
house, where you may employ a poor gentleman as 
your friend, I am yours to command in all secret 
service." Ma lone. 

See also an extra^from Stubbes*s Anatomie of Abuses^ 
4to. 1597, p. bl\ quoted by Mr. Reed in the 5th 
Vol. of Dodslef s Old Plays f edit> 1780, p. 74. 

Editor. 
tgp, her promised proportions 

Cam short of composition ;] Her fortune, which 

K iij was 
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\9,AS promised proportionate to minCy fell short of the 
composition^ that is, contra^ or bargain. Johnson* 
958. ITiese poor informal ctrtfrn^n-*— ^] Itiformal sig* 
nifies otU of their senses. In the Comedy of Errors, we. 
meet with these lines : 

** I will not let him stir, 
'^ Till I have used the approved means I have, 
V With wholesome syruj^s, dnigs, and holy 
' prayers, 
. . <* To make of him ^ formal man ag^in.'* 
Formal^ in this passage, evidently signifies in his senses. 
The lines are, spoken of Antipholis of Syracuse, who 
is behaving like a madman. Again, in Antony and 
Cleopatra : 

** Thou shouldst come like a fury crown'd with 

snakes, 
" Not like ayonaar man." , Stbevens. 

268. ThaVs^t'A^di in approbation? ] When any 

thing subjefl to counterfeits is trj^d by the proper 
officers and approved, a stamp or seal is put upon- it, 
as among us on plate, weiglits, and measures* So the 
Duke says, that Angelo*s faith has been tried, approved^ 
and seaVd in testimony of that approbation^ and, like 
other things 10 seaUd^ is no more to be called in 
question. Johnson. 

879. ^''^^tQ hear this matter forth f'] To hear it to 
the end ; to seardi. it to the bottom . Johnson. 

SP3» are W^ht at midnight.'] See note on the 

fkrckani of Venice^ ail:!: v. Steevens. 

3^6, 
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316. •— /ir^ iht devily &c.} In Holland's translation uf 
Pliny) 5th book and 8th chapter, we meet with this idea. 
*' The Augylce do no wonhip to any but to the dtvUs 
beneath.** The book however was not published 
early enough for Shakspere to have seen it, when he 
wrote this play. Steevbms. 

325. to retort your manifest appeal^] To refer 

back to Angelo the cause in which you appealed from 
Angelo to tlie Duke, Johnson. 

34 1 • Nor here provincial } ■■ ■■ ] Nor here accountable » 

Tlie meaning seems to be, I am not one of his natural 

' subjed^s, nor of any dependent province. Johnsqn. 

346. Stand like tke/orfeits in a barbery's shop^"] Bar- 
bers shbps were, at all times^ the resort of idle 
people : 

*< Tonstrinaeratqueedam: hicsolebtt^iusfer^ 
** Plerwnque earn opperiri .'''* ^ v 
Which Donatus calls apta sedis otiosis* Formerly with 
us, the better sort of people went to the barber*s- 
shop to be trimmed ; who then pradlised the under 
parts of surgery : so that he had occasion for nume- 
rous instruments, which lay there ready for use ; and 
the idle people, with whom his sliop vas generally 
crowded, would be i)erpetually handling and misusing 
them. To remedy which, I suppose tliere was 
placed up against the wall a table of forfeitures, 
adapted to every offence of this kind ; which it is not 
likely would long preserve its authority. 

Warburtom, 
Thk 
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This explanation may serve till a better is dis- 
covered* But whoever has seen the instrumcfnts of a 
chirurgeon, knows that they may be very easily kept 
out of improper hands in a very small box, or in his 
pocket. Johnson* 

The forfeits in a barber* s shop are brought forward by 
Mr. Kenrick with a parade worthy of the subjedl. 

Farmer. 

It was formerly part of a barber'*^ occupation to pick 
the teeth and ears. So in the old play of Herod and 
Antipater^ 1622^ Tryphon the barber enters with a case 
of instruments^ to each of which he addresses him* . 
self separately: 

*« Toothpick, dear toothpick ; earpick, both of 

you 
** Have been her sweet companions I** &c. 

Stebvens. 

I believe Dr. Warburton*s explanation in the main 
to be right. Only that instead of chirui^ical instru- 
ments, the barber's prohibited implements were prin* 
cipally his razors ; his whole stock of which, from 
the number and impatience of his customers on a Sa- 
turday night or a market-day morning, being neces- 
sarily laid ready for use, were exposed to the idle 
lingers of the bye*standers in waiting for succession to 
the chair. 

These forfeits were as much in mock as mark^ both 
because the barber had no authority of himself to en- 
force them, and also as they were of a ludicrous na« 
ture. I ptrfe^ly remember to have seen them in 

Devonshire 
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Devonshire (printed like king Charles's Rules) though 
I cannot recollect their contents. H e n l e y • 

g^g, . 1 y ^ nd u coomrd,"-^^] So again after* 

wards : 

" TbUf sirraif ^hatknawmxfar afiol^ ^coward, 

** One all of luxury \ 



MM 



But Lucio had not, in the former conversation, men* 
tioned cawardict among the faults of the Duke.— Such 
failures of memory are incident to ivriters more ' 
diligent than this poet. JohnboSTv 

Z7%' «A^*« giglots Uo ] A gigkit is a waii« 

Ion wench. So in iC Henry VL Part I, 
<« .young Talbot was not born 

" To be the pillage of a jpt'^ wench.*' Si:«EVlKS* 

879* """^skowyour sheep^bkingfMCe^md be iiang*dan 
Aour I willU not off] This is intended' to be the com* 
xnon language of vulgar indignation. Our phrase on 
such occaBions is simply ; show your sheep-biting face^ 
mnd be Aanged* The words an hour have noparticular 
use here, nor are authorised by custom. I suppose it 
was written thus, show your sheep-biting fact^ and 
be hanged — am, how f tuilVt not iff 9 In the midland 
counties, upon any- unexpected obstru^ion or resist* 
ance, it is common to exclaim aiC kow,^* 

Show your sheep-biting fece, and be hanged an hour ;] 
Dr. Johnson's alteration is wrong, In the Alchemist 
we meet with <* a man that has been strangled an hour.** 

" What, Piper, hoi be hang'da-vMe^'' is a line of 
an old madrigal. Farmer* 

A similar expression is found in Ben Jonson's Bat'* 
$holomtw fair, 1614 ; 

« Leave 
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" Leave the bottle behind you, and be curst a 
while,"* Ma LONE. 

Show your ihttp^hitingfacty and ht hanged an hour.] 
Dr. Johnson is much too positive in asserting << that 
the words ait hour have no particular use here, nor 
are authorised by custom/* as Dn Farmer has well 
proved. The poet .evidently refers to the ancient 
mode of punishing by means of the collistrigium, or 
original pillory ; made like that part of the pillory at 
present which receives the neck, only it was placed 
horizontally, so tliat the culprit hung suspended in it 
by his chin, and the back of his head. A distinA 
account of it may be found, if I mistake not, in Mr. 
Barrington*s Observations on the Statutes. Henley. 

897' -— — «y passes : ] i, e. what has past in 

my administration . Stsevens. 

412. Advertising, and hofy'--^'} Attentive and faith- 
ful. Johnson. 

419, heyou as fret to iw.] Be as genercms 

Co us, pardon us as we have pardoned you. 

Johnson. 

447. That brained wy purpose : "] We now 

use in conversation a like phrase* Ihis it was thai 
Anoched' my design on the head* Johnson. 

440. even from his proper tongue,} Even 

ftomAngtlo^ sown tongue. So above. 
** In the witness of his proper ear 
** To coil, him villain, " Johnson. 

443. lihe doth quit like, and measure stiU for raea* 
sure.] So in the Third Part of A. Henry VI. 

** Measun 
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*^ NUaswefor Measure must be answered.** 

Steeveks. 

The following lines in an old tragedy entitled — A 

IVaming for faire. Womtn^ 1599 (but apparently 

written some years before); might have furnished 

Shakspere with the title of this play : 

'< The trial now remains as shall conclude, 
<* Measure for Measure^ and lost blood for blood.*' 

Malone. 

445* ''-''■^denies thee vantage:'] Takes from thee all 

opportunity, all expedient of denial . Wa r b u rtok* 

. 468.^ Against all sense you do importune her .*] The 

meaning required is, against all reason and natural 

afFe^ion; Shakspere, therefore, judiciously uses a 

single word that implies both ^ sense signifying both 

reason and affe^ion* v Johnson. 

The same expression occurs in the Tempest, aft ii. 

** You cram these words into my ears, against 

** The stomach of my sense** * Stbevens. 

484. Till he did looh on me \ ] The Duke has 

justly observed, that Isabel v& importuned against att 
sense to solicit for Angelo, yet here against ail sense she 
solicits for him. Her argument is extraordinaryi 
A due sincerity governed his deeds 
* Till he did look on me ; since it is so. 
Let him not die. 
That Angelo had committed all the crimes chained 
against him, as far as he could commit them, is evi* 
dent* The only intent which his a& did not overtahCf 
was the defilement of Isabel. Of this Angelo was 
only intentionally guilty* 

Angelo's 
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Angdo*s crimes were such, as must sufficiently 

justify punishment, whether its end be to secure the 

uinoceol; from wrong, or to deter guilt by example ; 

9nd I believe every reader feels some indignation 

when he finds him spared. From what extenuation of 

his crime can Isabel^ who yet supposes her brother 

dead, form any plea in his £iLYour ? Since he was good 

'tiU Ju looked on mty let ^m not die. I am afraid our 

varlet poet intended to inculcate, that women think ill 

of nothing that raises the credit of their beauty, and 

are ready, however virtuous, to pardon any a^ which 

they think incited by their own charms. Johnson* 

** How oft the sight of power to do ill deeds» 

** Makes ill dee(}s done I " King John, 

Stbbtens. 

489* Hii aS did not overtake his. btul inUnt ;] So^ ia 
Macbeth : 

<« The flig}>ty purpose never iso'ertooh, 

*« Unless the deed go with it." Steevrns. 

504. ■ aftet more advice ;] t. e. after more ma- 
ture consideration. Steb v ens. 

526. '/or those earthfy/aultsp'^'^'] Thy faults, so 

far as they are punishable on earth, so £sir as tliey are 
cognizable by tenvporal power','I forgive. Johnson, 

537. p€rteiueshe!s safo j] It is somewhat strange 

that Isabel is not made to express either gratitude. 
Wonder, or joy at the sight of her brother. John son. 

539- ——O'^ttfm/ quits ^tftt wf//;] Quits you , re- 
compenses, requites you. Johnson. 

540. Looh^ that you lotxjfour wife j-^— ] So in iV»- 
mos^ &c* 
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*• Be kning to good Cassandra, thy wife." 

Stieyeics. 

54 0« . ' her tuorth^ worth yoursS] i. e, lier value i» 

^qtial to >'oulr value, the match is not unworfhy of 

you. j0HN8OM« 

• 547- n ccvrding /• tht tricA ;— *J To ttiy 

cQSt^m, my habitual pradtice. Johnson, 

563. — thy other /or/eiu:-*—] Thy (Mher punish- 
ments. Johnson: 
To forfiit anciently signified to toMmit a cartlai 
ffince. So, m the tath Pageairf of the Coventry 
Collection of Mysteries, the Virgin Mar)' tells Joseph t 
** I dedc B^vyr Jorjeie >vith mah I wys." 

MS. Cott. Vesp. D. Viii. 
Stebtens* 
571 • TTianAsy good friend EscaluSf/or thy much good* 
fuss ;} 1 have always thought that there is great con« 
fusion in this concluding speech. If my criticism 
^ould not be censured as too licentiouSi I should re** 
gulaite it thus : 

Thanks, good friend EscaiuSj Jor thy much, goodne^$ 

Thanhs, Provost, for tfy care and secrecy j 

We shall ethploy thee in a worthier place. 

Forgive him, Angela, that brought you hom$ 

The head of Ragozinefor Claudio*Sm 

Ang. Th* offence poi' dons its/elf » 

Duke. Thert*5 more behind 

That is more gratulate^ Dear Isabel^ 

1 have a motion, &c. JOHNaoH* 

^78. that is more gratulate.] 1- c. to be more re* 

joidi in }--«— meaningi^ I suppose, that there is ano» 

JU thcr 
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ther world, where he will find yet greater reason to 
rejoice in consequence of his upright ministry. Esca^ 
lus is represented as an ancient nobleman, who, in 
conjun^ion with Angelo, had reached the highest 
office of the state. He therefore could not be suffi* 
ciently rewarded here ; but is necessarily referred to 
a future and more exalted rccompence. St ee yens. 
I cannot help taking notice with how much judg- 
ment Shakspcre has given turns to this story from 
what he found it in Cynthio Giraldi*s novel. In the 
first place, the brother is there aftually executed, ,and 
the governor sends his head in a bravado to the 
sister, after he had debauched her on promise of mar- 
riage. A circumstance of too much horror and viU 
lany for the stage. And, in the next place, the 
sister aftenviards is, to solder up her disgrace, mar* 
ried to the governor, and begs his life of the empe- 
ror, though he had unjustly been the death of her 
brother. Both which absurdities the poet has avoided 
by the episode of Mariana, a creature purely of his 
own invention. The Duke's remaining incognito at 
home to supervise the condudl of his deputy, is also 
eniirely our author*s fi6lion . Th e o b a ld • 

THE END. 
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VAcn Lcsrning't triumph o'er her t»rbVeus foes 
Firit rcar'd the Suge, immorul SHAKSflRE rote; 
Zach change of inany-co1«ur*d life he drew. 
Exhausted vrorldt, and then imagin'd new : 
Exiitencc aaw him spurn her bounded reign, 
Ajid panting Time toil'd after him in vain : 
His pow'tful strokes presiding Truth confessed. 
Add unresisted Passion storm'd the breast. 

I>X. SAMUSL JOHNSOV. 
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OBSERVATIONS 



ON TBE S$bU AMD Cimi|»0ttiOn OF THE 



COMEDY of ERRORS. 



Sm AKH^BAE c«rtiifilir took the general plan of this comedy 
irom a translation of the Mtn^cbmi of Plautus, by W. W. 
i. c. (acconling to Wood) William Warner, in 1595, whose 
version of the acrostical argument is as follows : 

*< Two twinne-bomc sonnes, a Sicill marchant hadt . 
4« Menechmus o|ie, and Sosiclcs the other ; 

«« The first his father lost a little lad, 
•* The grandsire namde the latter like his brother : 

«« This (growne a man) long travell tooke to seeke 
«* His brother, and to Eptdamnum came^ 

" Where th'other dwelt inrich't, and him so like, 
«* That citiiens there take'hiin for the same : . . v 

«« Father, wife, neighbours, each mistaking W|ter; 
*« Much pleasant error, ere they meet togither." 
Perhaps the laitoi these linei suggested taSliakspere the title 

for his piece. ^ .. 

In this comedy we find more intricacy of plot than distinc- 
tion of charader ; and our attention is less forcibly engaged, 
because we can guess in great measure how the denouement 

wiU 
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will be brought i»bout» Yet the poet seems unwiUisg to pait 
with his subje^y even in this last and unnecessary scene, 
where the same mistakes are c0attiMt4» till their power of 
affording entertti Araeiit is tntirely ioit, Stesvems. 
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SoLlNtJS, Duke of EpJbeius, 
/£,GX0itf a Merchant of Syracuse, 

A»r.f«oux» of Efi^S^J^""^^ *«* '• 

A«Tt,HOLUoysfracus,,i •f<'« -"^ '«•'/'-. *"* — 
•^ -^ V( kMown t9 eacp other, 

"D ROM Id of JSphesuStyTtvitt-BrotJberSf and S/aves to tbt 

T>KOUio of Syracuse y\ fa^o AMipbolis's, 

IJAL'r'HAtfAa,-^ Merchant,- 

Ano'ELo, a GoiMmith, • • 

A Merchant^ Friend to Antipbojis of Syracuse, 

Dr, Pi N CH» d Schoolmaster, and a Conjurer, 

JTOMEH. 

Emilia* ff^fe to JEgeout an Ah less at Ephetus, 
A o R X AN A , fyife to AntiphoUs of Epbexus, 
LvHiAttA, Sf^^toAdrhtna, 
Lu c ^ J^rvautto Adrisuia, 
A Cburtexati, 

yitlhr^ Cfcmt^ a$td other Atandamf^ 

ScEjfSf £pjl)esitia 
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ACTL SCENE r. 
ITke Duke's Palace. Enter the Duke ofE^Aesus, Mgeos^ 

P>oc.», Solin», to p»a«« »y &»/ . 
jLBdf by^^dooiti of deaths end woes aiMiaK« 

Duke* Merefaant'of Syraciisa« plead tiQiiMni 
I am not ^»rtial» toinfrir^ our kw» » 
The eni«ity and discord^ vKkh (tf laM 
Sprung from the rancodroui outrage of four dnkd 
To merchantsi our w«U<<lcalifig oouiitrynMR^— ^ 
Who, wanting gilders to redeem their Ut«9, 
Have sealed iiii rtgoreus statutes with their bloodfi^^ 
Excludca ^1 pity from our tbreitt*nng looks* to 
fioTi since the vamtA and inteitliie tots 
*Twixt thy sQditioitt countiyvHU^ond 11% • 

B It 
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It hath in solemn synods hctn decreed^ 

Both by (he Syracusans and oursdyes. 

To admit no tiraffick to olir adverse: towns x 

Nay» more» I£ any^ bom at EpKesus^ 

Be seen at Syracusan marts and fairsy ' - 

Again, If any, Syracusan born. 

Come to the bay of Ephesus, he dies. 

His goods confiscate to the duke*s dispose | • 90 

tJnless a thousand hiarks be levied, * 

To quit the penalty, and to ransom him* 

Thy substance, valu*d at the highest rate» 

Cannot amount unto a hundred marks ; 

Therefore, by law thou art condemned to die. 

Sgton, Yet this my comfort \ when your wordsi 
are done. 
My woes end likewise with the evening sun. 

2)tti^..Well, Syracusan, say, in brief, the cause 
Why thou departedst ffom thy native home $ 
And for wha|: cause thou cam*st to Ephesus. 90 

JEgi^WL. A Jieavier task coidd not have been impos'd, 
Thai^ I to spoak my griefs unspeakable t 
Yet, that the world may witness, that my end 
Was wrought by nalure, not by vile ofience, 
1*11 utter what my sorrow gives me leave. 
In Syracttsa was I born ; and wed 
Unto a woman». b«f>py biit for.me^ 
And by me. too, bad not our hap. been bdd# 
With hec J Uv*d Ml jiiy ; mir wealth increas'd» ^ 
By prosperous .voyages I Often made 46 

To Epidanuvim^ ttU my fa^lor*s death \ 

' ^ And 
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And he, great care of goods at random Idt, 

Drew me from kind embracements of my spouse : 

From whom my absence was not six months old^ 

Before herself (almost arfainting, under 

The pleasing punishment that women bear) 

Had made provision for her following me. 

And soon, and safe» arrived where I was. 

There she had not been long, but she became ' 

A joyful mother of two goodly sons ; 50. 

And, which was strange, the one so.like theollierj 

As could not be distinguished but by namcs^ 

That very hour, and in the self-same inn, 

A poor mean woman was delivered 

Of such a burden, male twins, both alike ; 

Those, for tlieir parents were exceeding poor, 

I bought, and brought up to attend my sons. 

My wife, not meanly proud of two such boys. 

Made daily motions for our home return : 

UliwUling I agreed ; alas, too soon. 6» 

We came aboard : 

A league from Epidamnum had we saiPd^ 

Before the always^wind-obeying deep 

G^ve any tragic instance of our harm : 

But longer did we not retsun much hope \ 

For wJ^^t obscured light the heavens did grant 

Did but convey unto our fearful nunds 

A doubtful w^irrant of immediate death ; 

Which, though myself would gladly have embn|C*4; 

Yet the intessant weepings of my wife, 70 

Weeping before, for what she saw must comcy ■ 

Bij And 



8 cMiWV «y ifAiHyies.' ML 

And piteotii |)ltiiftiHgs bf <the pretty babes. 

That moufAM f«r feahk)*, tgno^amt what tofear, 

Forc'dfne to «eek tfelsrys fcf them and me. 

And this it was,^-«-f«r otiier incaits wef« none.— 

The sailors SMgbt for sarf^y l^ our boat^ 

And left the'aliip', then sinlblng-rrpe, to m : 

My wife, mofe carieftkl for the latter-befrn. 

Had fasftiil^d-Mitt uiito a'nsali spare mast, 

S«ch as sea-farinig'yneh protade for storms \ 9t> 

To hftn orie oif tfifc 6thcf twimi Was bound, 

Whil'st I'lM been Itlce heedftil of the other. 

The children tbut dispos*ttl, my Wife end I, 

Fixing our eyes on w^om oufcai^ was fi**d, 

Fasten*d ouiTselTes at cither end the -mast ; 

And floiftmg straight, ol)edien« fOthe fitream, 

^Vere cafry'd towards CbriiMh,-as wt thought. 

At length the stin, gaz?hg ^pon the earth, 

Dispersed those vapoafs that offended tis ; 

•3^d, by the benefit of Ms wished lights ^# 

The seas wax*d calm, and we discchrered 

Two ships Warn feir makmg;^^ fimam to us, 

Of Corinth that; of' Spidattroi lliis : 

But ere they csdnei-^Oti, let tne say no mori I 

Oather the se<)ttet by thit went befoire. ' 

Dukti Nfty , forward, old main, do not break off so j 
For we may pity, thoilgk not pardoaf thee. 

jEgeon. Oh| had the goda done so, I had not now 
l^ortMly^term'd them mereileas to us 1 
■ For, ere the shipe could meet by twice five )eagu6s, 
Wc we^e encottiitred by a mighty rock ; ioi 

Which 



Which being violently borne upon 

Our helpful ship wsis splitted in the mkist, 

So that, in this unjust divorce of us, ^ 

Fortune h^d left to both of us alike 

What to delight in, what to sorrow- for* 

Her part, poor soul ! seeming as burdened 

With lesser weight, but not with lesser woe^ 

Was carry *d with more speed before the wind \ 

And in our sight they threci were ta)cen<up . no 

By fehermen of Corinth, as we thought. 

At length, another ship had seiz*d on us $ 

And, knowing whom it was their hap to save. 

Gave Iielpful welcome to their shipwrecked guestt; 

And would have reft the fisher of their prey. 

Had not their bark been very slow of sail,* 

And therefore homeward did they bend their course.— 

Thus have you heard me sever*d from my bliss \ 

7hat by misfortunes was my life prolonged. 

To tell sad stories of my own mishaps*. , as9 

Duke. And, for the sakes of them thou forrowetl 
'for, 
po me the favour to dilate at full 
What hath befaU*n of them, and thee, till now. 

jEgeon. My youa^st boy, and yet my eldest C4re, . 
At eighteen y^ars became inc|uisitive 
After his brotber ; and importui>'d me. 
That his attendant (fcnr his case was like, 
j^ft of his brother, but retained his name). 
Might bear him company in the quest of hiin \ 
Whom whiUt I labpur*d of a love to see, 130 

Biij I hazarded 
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I hazarded the loss 6F whbm I lov'd. 

Five summers have? I spent in farthest Greece, 

oaming clean through the bounds of Asia, 
And, coasting homeward, came to Ephesus ; 
Hopeless to find| y«t loth to leave unsought. 
Or that, o^ any place that harbours men. 
But here must end the story of my life j 
And happy 'Were I tn my ttaiely 4eath, 
Could all my travels warrant me they live. 
Duke, Hapless JCgeon, whom the ittes ha^e 
markM ■ • . 140 

To bear'thc exttiemity of dire mishap ? 
NoW, trust me, were it not agatnst our laws. 
Against my crown, my oath, my dignity, 
Which princes, would they, ntay not disannul. 
My sou! should sue as advocate for thee. 
But, though thot! art ^dljxxigcA to th^ death, 
And passed sentence may nofbe rccallM, 
But to our honour*^ greit disparagement. 
Yet wiH 1 favour thee in what I cart i * 
Therefore, merchant, I'll limit thee this'day, 150 
To seek thy help by beneficial heFp : ' ' 

Try alT the friends thou hast in' Ephesus j ' 

Be|^thotii or borrow, to make tip the ^«m. 
And live ; if not;' theft- thou «rt 4»5b*iM to ^ :— • 
Jailer, take hiifltb thyciMtOdyi [«i;»iWAte'tt«/'rr«V. 
JaiL I will;- my Idi-^v^ • ) ^"*"' • •^••' * ^' 

j£geon. Hopeless,' and hdj)fess, ^Soth'jflfegeon wcnd^,- 
But toprocrastiAttehisHveles^'^di ■• • 

I «1 ll H » ■ II I ■■ I fc ♦ I ^ I ■! I . ■ ■ ■ I ■ . ..» 
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CAanges'h Mf Sireet, Snkr AWTIFIIOlib rfS^racutt^ 

» 

Afer* Thewfo«J give aut» y<w are of Fpi<iainnuin» 
Lest that y«>ur gOod» too aooa be coofiaiatc* 1.60 
Tlus very day, a Synucuian mtrduiBt 
Is v^fHkcnMi for arrival here 1 
A^« not Mug ablete buyout hit Ufe^ 
According to-the attttute of (he lowiif 
Dies ere the w^iry 8«n set in the west* 
There is your ^)wvly» thut I hud tokeep. 

ilKt. Go,b«iir it to the Centtiur^ • whm-e v(^.ho9t» 
And stiy there, Pfomioi till I ^o^» Ui th^e* . 
Within this hovr it will he din^-^lime 1 
*Till that, I*U view Uie mMifier4.0f Uit to^fh .170 
Peruse the traders, gaze upon the buildings. 
And then return, and sleep withm mine inn; 
For virithionf travel. I am stilF f^d WesiFy« - - 

Oct thet^^Wfty- . .'. ' ' 

. Df0^Mmy a hm^ ivotdd t»k« yoiiiit yvur word, 
Joid go indeed, having so good a means* 

Aut. A^tTKl^ wH}m> 9iiP^ tl»M;mfry oft, . 
When I amidfoU.Witb icaiwi^.iii«laacholy» 
Lightens my ^fkmoitf with ivdimtfsy j^tsts. >. ' 
What, will you wtilk with me ahotlt Mi. town, iBo 
Aitd (hen go t» my isfi andidiat \«ifa.me i . 

Afor, 
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Mers I am invitedy sir» to certain merchaiits. 
Of whom I hope to make much benefit, 
I crave your pardon. Soon, at five o*clodc, 
Please you> I*U meet with you upon the mart, 
An4 afterwards contort yop till bed-tiq^e ; 
My present business calls me from you now. 

Ant. Farewel till then : I will go lose myself. 
And wander up and down to view the city, 

Mer, Sir, I commend you to yo^qrown content, tg^ 

[£xU Merckmnt.* 

Ant. He thai commends me to mine own content^ 
Commends me to the thing I cannot getw . . 

I to the world am like a drop of watipc^ 
That in the ocean seeks another dr<^ i 
Who, falling there to find his fellow forth,- 
Unseen, inquisitive, confounds himself : 
So I, to find a mother, and a brother, •• 
In quest 4)f them, unhappy, lose myself. • , 

'- intar DjLpMf of £p&em. , .! ^ 

Here comes the almanack of my true daie.-^ 
What now ? How chance, thou art retum'd so ^toon ? 
£. Dro. Rettern*di. so soon I ntiier approach*d too 
latei soa 

The capon bums, the pig falls from the spit ) 
The cloc^ has strucken twelve apdh tlis bell, ' • ^ 
ivly mistress made it one upon my cheek i . . * 
She is so hot, bccauaethe meat is coWl |^ 
The meat is cold, because you come not home -y 
You come not homej because you |iav« nq, stomach ; 

You 



You h9t:tt no stomach, having brok^ your fait ; 
But we, that )cMm what tit tb fast and {n^y. 
Are penkent for your default to-day. aio 

AiA, Stop in youf wind, sir : teU irte tins, I pray ; 
Where haire you left the money, that I gave yon ? 
£. Dro, Oh,— *ttx-penee, that I had o* Wednesday 
iait, ' 

To prty the sadkr fo# my mistress' crupper p-* 
9^ sadter had it, sir, I kept it not, 

jMt\ 1 akft nol ill a sportive humour rK>w ; 
Tell ine,aiidda)ly<Aot, where m the nioneyf • 
We being stuan^nri httty how dav^st tbou^rust 
So great a charge* fidlki tl^ne 0W« custody } 
/ £• Dr0. I pray yeu> jett, tir, as you sit at dinner: 
I from my mistress come to you in pest ssi 

If I rciarn, I shtill h^ pott indeed. 
For she will score your fault upon my pd^* 
Mclhbikt, yottr ntaw, like mine, should be your 

clock. 
And strike ybn liome without a messenger. 
Ant, Come, DfMiiio, come^ th^c jests are out'of 

Reserve them till a merrier hour than this : 
Where is 4iie gold I-gave in chaise to thee } 
.' £. i)rv« To me, sir } why you gave no gold to me. 
Aut, Comd on, sir kn»vt« have done y^ur foolish- 
nftSB, '•«3o 

And tell me, how thoti hast disp09*d -thy charge. 
£. Dr». My ckargo Wasbut te UHHkk you from the 
mart 

Home 
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Home to your house, the Phoenix, sir, to dinner ; 
My niistress, and her sister, %tay for you. 

Atu. Now, as I am 4 Christian, answer me. 
In what safe place you have disposed my money ; 
Or I shallbreak that merry sconce of yours. 
That stands on tricks when I am undisposed,: 
Wiiere are the thousand marks thou had*st pf me ? 

£. DrOf X U^ve some ma^ks pf ypMrs upon my 
pate, ft40 

Some of my mistress* m$urks upqn my shpulders. 
But not a thousand marks between you bo^h.rrn^, 
If I should p^ yqur wor$liip thp^e ^ain, 
Perchance, you will not bear them patiently, 

AtU, Thy ipistress* n^urksf I whs^t mistress sUye, 
hast thpu I 

£. Dro. Your wqrshlp's wifci my mi^trpss at thft 
PhcBulx; 
She, that dpth fast, till you come home to dinner. 
And prays, that you will hie you home tp dinner. 

Ant, \yh4t, wilt thou flput me thus untp my face, 
B^ing forbid ^ THere, take you tht(t, sir knave. 950 

£f prp. What mean you, sir \ for 6od*s sakC} hold 
ypurh?md8i 
Nay, an you wiU npt sir^ I*U t^e my heels. 

Exit Dromxq. 

Ani. IJppn my life, by some device pr other. 
The villain is o*er-raught of all my money. 
They say, this towQis full of cpzenagis; ,. 
ASy nimble jugglers, that deceive the eye, 

D9rk« 
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Dark-working sorcerers, that change the miad. 

Soul-killing witches, that deform tiie body $ 

Disguised cheaters, prating mountebanks. 

And many such like liberties of sin : 960 

If it prove so, I will be gone the sooner. 

1*11 to the Centaur, to go seek this slave ; 

I greatly fear, my money is not safe. [Exit. 
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7%€ House qf AfUipholis of Epkesus. Enter Adrian A, 

and LvciASk* 

Adtumn* 

NfitTUta my husband^ nor the Siave retiirn-d| 
That in such haste I sent to seek his master 1 
Sure, Likiaha, It is two o*clock. 

Luc. Perhaps, some merchant hath invited Iiim, 
And from the mart he*s somewhere gone to dinner* 
Good sister^ let us dine, and never fret : 
A man is master of bis liberty \ 
Time is their master | and, when they see time^ 
TheyMl go or come : If sO) be patient, sister. ^ 

^i^r,.Why should their liberty than ours be more ? 
. Luc. Because their business still lies out o'door. 
« Adr. Look, when I serve him so, he takes it ill. 

Luc, Oh, know, he is the bridle of your will. 

Adr* There's none, but asses^ will be bridled so. 

iL«c. Why he^d-strong liberty is 1ash*d with woe.' 

There's 



Thero^s nQtbing^ flkcmte iind«r beirveii's cye^ 
But hath his bounds io earthi in Ma« io sky s 
The beasts^ th« iialws, mid the wiagitd fowl>, 
4k|-e tlitiir males' subjed^, aod at their oontrouls x 
Men, more diviaet tlie masters cf«Uthese# flo 

lords of the wide wprldt and wild wfttry seas^ 
iiH^'d with intellc&ual sense and souls^ 
Of more pre-eminence than fish and fowls^ 
Are Piasters to their females, and their lords : 
Then let your will attend on their accords. 

Adr, This servitude makes you to keep unwed. 

Luc. Not this, but troubles of the marriage-bed. , 

Adr, But, were you wedded, you would bear some 
sway. 

Luc. Ere I learn love^ 1*11 pradlise to obey. 29 

AAr, How if ypur husband stait dome other wl^^ie ? 

Luc, 'Till he come home aggin^. I woald forbear. 

Adr. Patience, unmov'd^ ao loarvel. though sbf 
pause j 
I'hey can be meek, that have no other causey 
A wretched spul, bruis*d with adversily. 
We bid be quiet, when we hear it ciy; 
!6ut were we.burdeaM with like W6%ht of pain> 
As much, or more» we should ourselyes comptm t 
«So thou, that hast no unkind mate t^ grie!ve tbte^. 
With urgipg helpless patience wQuld*at reto^e jm : 
Butj if thou live to see like right bwreft^ > . 40 

This fool -begg*d patience in thee wJU be kft« 

Luc. Well, I will marry one da);, luit to try 5— ■ 
Here co^ne^ your man, j]ow is. your husband nigh* 

& Enttt 
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Enter Dkomio ofEpheius. 

Adr. Say» is your tardy master now at hand > 

E. I)r0. Nay, he is at two hands with jne, and that 
my two ears can witness. 

Adr. Say, did'st thou speak with him ? know*st thou 
his mind ? 

£• Dro. Ay, ay, he tdid his mind up<Hi mine ear : 
Beshrew his hand, I scarce could understand it. 50 

Luc, Spake he so doubtfully, thou couldst not feel 
his meaning? 

E, Dro, Nay, he struck so plainly, I could too well 
feel his blows ; and withal so doubtfully, that I couki 
.Acarcc understand ^hem. 

Adr, But say, I pr*ythee, is he coming home i 
It seems, he hath great cace to please his wife. 

£, Dro. Why, mistress, suce my master is horn-mad. 

Adr, Horn-mad, thou villain i 

£, Dro, 1 mean not cuckold*mad ; but, sure, he^s 
stark mad t 69 

When I desir'd him to come home to dinner. 
He 9skM me for a thousand marks in gold : 
*Tu dinner'time^ quoth I j My gold^ quoth he : 
Tour meat doth Surn^ quoth I ; Afy gold^ quotii he : 
WiUyfm come f quoth I \ My gold^ quoth lie : 
Where is the thousand marks I gave thee, villain f 
The pig f quoth I, is hurn'dy My gold, quoth he : 
My mistress, sir^ quoth I j Hang up thy mistress ; 
J know not thy mistress $ out on thy mistress / 

Luc, Quoth who f 70 

C • £. Dro. 
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E. Dro, Quoth my master : 
/ knoWf quoth he^ tw houses no wifsy no mistress *^ — 
So that my errand, due unto my tongue^ 
I thank hkn, I hare home upon my. shoulders ; 
For, in conclusion, he did beat me there. 

Adr. Go back. again, thou slave^ and fetch him 
home. 

E. Dro, Go back again, and be new beaten home ? 
For God*s sake, send some other messenger. 

Jdr. Back, slave, or I will break thy pate across. 

£, Dro, And he will bless that cross with other 
beataig: 80 

Between you I shall have a holy Iiead. 

Adr. Hence, prating peasant { fetch thy mastar 
home, 

E. Dro. Am. I so round with you, as you with me, 
. That like a fbot^ball you do spurn me thus ? 
You spurn me henCe, and he will spurn me hither : 
If I last in this service, you must case m^ in leather. 
; {^Exit, 

Luc, . Fye, how impatience lowreth in your face ? 

Adr. Hiit COilipany must do his minions grace, 
"Whilst I at home starve for a merry look. 
Hath homely age the alluring beauty took ^ 

From my poor cheek } tJien, he hath wasted k : 
Arc «^y discourses dull ? barren my wit ? 
If voluble ami sharp discourse be marr'd, 
Unkindness blunts it, more than marble hard* 
Do their gay vestments his affeftions bait ? 
That's not my fault, he's master of my state s 

3 What 
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What ruins are m mei that can be foun4 

By him not ruinM ? then is his. the ground 

Of my denatures ; My decayed fair 

A suni^y look of' his would soon repair ; too 

Buty, too unruly deer^ he breaks the pa.Ie» 

And feeds from home ; poor I am but his stale. 

Luc, Self-harming jealousy !*-^ye, beat it hence. 

Adr. Un&eliog fools can with such wrongs dis* 
pense. 
I know his eye doth homage other-wheiv ; 
Or else» what lets it but he would be here ? 
Sister, you know, he promis*d me a chain ;-^ 
Would that alone alone he would detain, 
So he would keep fair quarter with his bed I 
) see, the jewel, best enamelled, i lo 

Will lose his beauty \ and tlie gold 'bides stilly 
That oUiers touch ; yet often touching will 
Wear gold : and so no man, that hath a name. 
But falsehoQd and corruption doth it shame. 
Since that my beauty cannot please his eye, 
1*11 woep what's left away, and weeping die. 

Luc, Ijow many fond fools serve mad jealousy t 

[Exeunt. 
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SCENE II. 



TAe Street. Enter Antipholis of Syracuse, 

Ant, The gold, I gave to Dromio, is laid up 
S^ip at th^ Centaur \ and the hefsdfu) slave 



Is wander'd forth, in care to seek me out, t9A 

By computallion, and mine hosfs report, 
I could not speak with Dromio, since at first 
i sent him from the mart : See,- here he c6mes. 

Enter Dromio of Syracuse* 

How now, sir ? is your merry humotir alter'<i } 
As;you love strokes^ so jest with me again. 
You know no Centaur ? you receiv'd no goW ? 
Your mistress sent to have me home to dinner ? 
My house was at the Phoenix I Wast thou mad. 
That thus so madly thou didst answef me ? 

S, Dro. What answer,- sir ? when spake I such a 
word ? 130 

Ant, Even now, even here, not half an hour since. 

5. Dro, I did liot see you since you sent me hence. 
Home to the Centaur, with the gold you gave me. 

Ant, ViUain, thou didst deny the gold's receipt f 
^ And told'st me of a mistress, and a dinner ; 
For which, I hope, thou feh*st I was dispieas*d. ^- 

«S. Dro, I am glad to see you in this merry vein : 
What means this jest? I pray you, master, tell me. 

Ant, Yea, dost thou jeer and flout me in the teeth ? 

Think'st thou, I jest ? Hold, take thou that, and 

that. [Beats Dromio. 

S, Dro, Hold, sir, for God's sake : now your jest 
is earnest : 141 

Upon what bargain do you give it me ? 

Ant, Because that I familiarly sometimes 
Do use yon for my fool, and chat with you. 

Your 
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Your sauciness will jest upon my love, 

And make a common of my serious hoyrs. 

When the sun ^nes, let fiaolish gnats make sport. 

But creep in crannies, when he hid^s his beams. 

It* you will jest with m«y know my aspe^, 

And fashion your demeanor to my looks, 150 

Or I will beat this method in your sconce. 

^ S. Dro» Sconce, call you it i so you would leav^ 
battering, I had rather have it a head : an you use 
these blows long, I must get a sconce for my head, 
and insconce it too, or else I shall seek my wit in my 
shoulders. But, | pray» sir, why ^n^ I beateji^ ? 
Ant, Dost thou not know } 
S. Dro, Nothing, sir ; bu£ ti^at I am beateq. . 
.Ant, Shall I tell ypu why ? 
S. Dro, Ay, sir, and wherefore ; for, they say, 
every why hath a wherefore. 161 

Ant. Why, first, for flouting me j ^ndthen, where- 
fore, — 
F^ urging it the second time to me. 
. S. Dro, Was tl^ra ever any man thus bej^ten qut 

of season ? 
W^hen, in the why, and the wherefore, i$ neither 

rhime nor reason ? — 
Well, sir, I thank yoi|. 
. Ant, Thank n^e, sir ? for what } 
S, Dro, Marry, sir, for this sopnething that you 
l^ve me for nothing. 

Ant. ril make you amends next, to give you nOf 
thing for something. But s^y, sir, is it dinner-tim? ? 

C i i j 5* Dra 
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S. Dro. NOy sir; I think, the meat wants that I 
have* 17a 

Ant. In good time, sir, what's that ? 

S. Dro. Basting. 

Ant, Well> sir, then 'twill be dry. 

S, Dro, If it be, sir,- pray yoti cat none of it. 

Ant, Your reason? 

S, Dro. Lest it make you choletkk, and purchase 
me another dry-basting. 

Ant, Well, sir, learn to jest in good time ; There's 
a time for all things. 181 

S. Dro, I durst have deny'd that, before you were 
so cholerick. 

Ant. By what rule, sir? 

S, Dra. Marry, sir, by a rul^ as plain as the plain 
bald pate of father time himself. 

Ant. Let's hear it. 

5. Dro. There's no time for a man to recover his 
hair, that grows bald by nature. 

Ant. May he not do it by fine and recovery^ 190 

5. Dro. Yes, to pay a fine for a peruke, and reco« 
ver the lost hair of another man. 

Ant. Why is time such a niggard of hair, being, 
^% it is, so plentiful an excrement ? 

£. Dro. Because it is a blessing that he bestows on 
beasts : and what he hath scanted men in hair, he 
hath given them in wit. 

Ant^ Why, but there's many a man hath moire 
hair than wit. 

S. Dro. Not a man of those, but he hath the wit to 

lose 
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lose his hair. ttol . 

Ant. Why, thou didst conclude hsury men plaid 
dealers without wit. 

S. Dro. The plainer dealer^ the sooner lost : Yet 
he loseth it in a kind of jollity. 

Ant, For what reason ? 

S, Dro» For two ; and sound ones too. 

Ant, Nay» notj|f«nd, I pray you. 

S. Dro, Sure ones then. 

Ant. Nay, not sure, in a thing falsing. sio 

S. Dro, Certain ones then. 

Ant. Name them. 

S. Dro. The one, to save the money that he spends 
in tiring ; the other, that at dinner they should not 
drop in his porridge. 

Ant. You would all this time have provM^ there is 
no time for all things. 

S. Dro. Marry, and did, sir; namely, no time to 
recover hair lost by nature. 

Ant, But your reason was not substantial, why there 
is no time to recover. 221 

5. Dro. Thus I mend it : Time himself is bald, 
and therefore to the world*8 end} will have bald fol* 
lowers. 

Ant, I knew, 'twould be a bald conclusion : 
But soft ) who wafts us yonder i 

Enter Ad Ki AH A, and Lvjciah A. 

Adr. Ay, ay, Antipholis, look strange, and frown | 
Some other mistress hath thy sweet aspe^s« 

I am 
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I airt not Adriana, nor thy wife- 

The time was once, when thou unurg'd, would^t 

vow, 230 

That nevet words were musick to thine ear. 
That never objeft pleasing in thine eye, 
That never touch well-welcome to thy hand. 
That never meat sweet-savour'd in thy taste. 
Unless I spake, or look'd, or touch *d, or carv*d to 

thee. 
How comes it now, my husband, oh, how comes it. 
That thou art then estranged from thyself? 
Thyself I call it, being strange to me. 
That, uhdividable, incorporate. 
Am better than thy dear self's better part. 040 

Ah, do not tear away thyself from me ; 
For know, ray love, as easy may'st thpu fall 
A drop of water in the breaking gulph. 
And fake unmingled thence that drop againi 
Without addition, or diminishing. 
As take from me thyself, and not me too. 
How dearly would it touch thee to the quick. 
Should St thou but hear, I were licentious } 
And that this body, eonsecrate to thee, 
By ruffian lust should be contaminate ? 259 

Wouldst thou not spit at me, and spurn at me. 
And hurl the name of husband in my face. 
And tear the stainM skin off my harlot-brow, 
And from my false hand cut the wedding- nng. 
And break it with a deep-divorcing vow ? 
{ know thou can'st ; and therefore, see, thou do it. 
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I am possess'd with an adulterate blot 5 

My blood is mingled with the crime of lust : 

For, if we two be one, and thou play folse, 

I do digest the poison of thy flesh 260 

Being strumpcted by thy contagion. 

Keep then fair league and truce with thy true bed j 

I live dis-stain*d, thou undishonourcd. 

Ant, Plead you to me, fair dame ^ I kaow you 
not: 
In Ephesus I am but two hours old, 
As strange unto your town, as to your talk ; 
Who, every word by all my wit being scann'd, 
Want wit in all one word to understand. 

lac. Fye, brother I how the world is chang'd with 
you J 
When were you wont to use my sifter thus ? ft/o 
She sent for you by Dromio home to dinner. 

Ant. By Dromio? 

S, Dro. By me ? 

Adr. By thee ; and thus thou didst return from 
him, — 
That he did buffet thee, and, in his blows, 
Deny'd my house for his, me for his wife. 

AiU, Did you converse, sir, with this gentlewoman ? 
What is the course and drift of your comp»ft ? 

S, Dto» T, sir ? I never saw her 'till this time. 

Ant, Villain, thou liest ; for even her veiy words 
Didst thou deliver to me on the mart. ^81 

S. Dro, I never spake with her in all my life. 

AtU, How can she thus then call us by our names, 

tJnkss it be by inspiration ? 

Adr. 
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Adr, How ill agrees it with your gravity. 
To counterfeit thus grosly with your slave. 
Abetting him to thwart me in my mood } 
Be it my wrong, you are from me exempt. 
But wrong not that wrong with a more contempt. 
Cojne, I will fasten on this sleeve of thine : 290 

Thou art an elm, my husband, I a vine ; 
Whose weakness, marry *d to thy stronger state. 
Makes me with thy strength to communicate : 
If ought possess thee from me, it is dross, 
Usurping ivy, briar, or idle moss ; 
Who, ,all for want of pruning, with intrusion 
Infeft thy sap, and live on thy confusion. 
;. Ant, To me she speaks j she moves me for her 

theme : 
What, was I marry'd to her in my dream ? 
Or sleep J now, and think I hear all this } 300 

What error drives our eyes and ears ami^s ? 
Until I know this sure uncertainty, 
1*11 entertain the favoured fallacy. 

Luc. Dromio, go bid the servants spread for dinner. 

S, Dro, , Oh, for my beads I I cross me for a sinner. 
This is the fairy land ; — oh, spight of spightsl-^ 
We talk with goblins, oyvls, and elvish sprights 9 
If we obey them not, this will ensue, 
They'll suck our breath, and pinch us black and blue. 

Luc* Why prat'st thou to thyself, and answer'&t 

not ? 

Dromip, thou drone, thou snail, thou slug, thou sot 1 

, S. i)ro, I am tjransformed, master, am I riot ? 

Ant, 
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Ant, I thinK> thou art, in mind, and so am I. 

5. Dro. Nay, master^ both in mind, and in my 

shape. 

Ant. Thou hast thine own form. 

S. Dro. No, I am an ape. 

Luc, If thou art chaiQg'd to ought, *tis to an ass. 

S. Dro, *T]s true ; she rides me, and I long for 
grass. 

*Tis so, I am an ass ; else it could never be, 

But I should know her as well as she knows me. 320^ 

Adr, Come, come, no longer %vill I be a fool. 
To put the finger in the eye and weep. 
Whilst man, and master, laugh my woes to scorn. — 
Come, sir, to dinner ; Dromio, keep the gate :— 
Husband, Til dine above with you to-day. 
And shrive you of a thousand idle pranks : 
Sirrah, if any ask you for your master. 
Say, he dines forth, and let no creature enter .«— 
Come, sister : Dromio, play the porter well. 

Ant,. Am I in earth, in heaven, or in hell ? 330 
Sleeping or waking \ mad, or well-advis'd } 
Known unto these, and to myself disguised ! 
I'll say as they say, and persever so. 
And in this mist at all adventures go. 

S. Dro, Master, shall I be porter at the gate ? 

Adr, Ay, let none enter, lest I break your pate. 

Luc, Comei come^ Antipholis, we dine too late. 

[Exeunt. 



ACT 
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ACT 111. SCENE I. , 



fhe Street before Antipholis's House. Enter Anti- 
FHOLis of Epkesus, Dkouio of EpAesus, Angelo, 
and Balthazar. 

£. Ant. Good signior Angelo, you must excuse us 

all; 
My wife is shrewish when I keep not hours : 
Say, that I Hnger'd with you at your shop. 
To see the making of her carkanet» 
And that to-morrow you will bring it home. 
But here's a villain, that would face me down 
He met me on the mart ; and that I beat him. 
And charg*d him with a thousand marks in gold ; 
And that I did deny my wife and house : — 9 

Thou drunkard, thou, what didst thou mean by this ? 
£. Dro. Say what you will, sir, but I know what I 

know : 
That yon beat me at the mart, I have your hand to 

show: 
If the skin were parchment, and the blows you gave 

were ink. 
Your own hand-writing would tell you what I think. 
£. Ant, I think, thou art an ass. 
£. Dro, Marry, so it doth appear 
By the wrongs I suffer, and the blows I bear. 
I should kick, being kickM; and, being at that pass^ 
You would keep from my heels, and beware of an 

ass. 

£, Ani. 
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E* Am. You aire sad> signlor Balthazar : Pray god, 
our cheer 20 

May answer my good-mil, and your good welcome 
here. 
Bal, I hold your danties cheap^ sir> and your wel- 
come d:ear. 

£. Ant, Ah, signior Balthazar, either at £esh or fish, 

A table. full of w-elcome makes scarce one dainty dish. 

Bal, Good meat, sir, is common, that every churl 

aiffbrds, 
E, Ant. And welcome more common \ for that's 

nothing but words. 
BaL Small cheer, and great welcome, makes a 

merry feast. 
£. Ant* Ay, to a niggardly host, and more sparing 
guest : 
But though my cates be mean, take them in good 
part ; 30 

Better cheer may you have, but not with better heart* 
Sut, soft; my door is lock'd ; Go bid them let us in. 
E» Dro* Maud, Bridget, Marian, Cicely, Gillian, 

Ginnl 
5. Dro. [within^ Mome, malt-horse, capon, cox- 
comb, idiot, patch! 
Either get thee from the door, or sit down at' the 

hatch: 
Dost thou conjure for wenches, that thou call'dst for 

such store. 
When one is one too many ? go get thee from the 
door. 

D £. 1>T0* 
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. E. Dro, What patch is made our porter ? my inas« 

ter stays in the street. 

S, Dro, Let him walk from whence be came, lest 

he catch cold on's feet. 39 

£. Ant, Who talks within there ? ho, open the door. 

S. Dro, Right, sir, I'll tell you when, an yon^l teM 

me wherefore. 
£, Ant. Wherefore ? for my dinner ; I have not 

din*d to-day. 
5. Dro, Nor to-day here you must not ; come 

again* when you may. 
£. Ant. What art thou, that keep^st me out frpm 

the house I owe \ 
S. Dro. The poiter for this time, sir> and my 

•name is Dromio. 
£. Dro. O villain, thou hast stolen both mine office 
and my name ; 
The one ne'er got me credit, the other mickle blame. 
If thou had^st been Droihio to-day in my place. 
Thou would'st have chang'd thy face for a namci or 
thy name for an ^ss. 
luce, [within] What a coil is there I Dromio, who 
are those at the gate ? ^ 

E, Dro. Let my master in, Luce. 
Luce. Faith no ; he comes too late $ 
And so tell your master. 

£, Dro. O Lord, I must laugh :— 
Have at you with a proverb. — Shall I set in my staff r 
luce. Have at you with another : that's, — ^Wlienl 
can you tell ? 

S. Dr0. 
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« S. Dro. If thy qame be called Luce, Luce, thou 

hast answer'd him well. 
. £. Ant, Doyiouheary you minion^ you'll, let us in, 

I trow ? 
■ Zmc€. I thought 10 hs^ve ask'd you. 

S, Dro, And you said, no* 60 

. £. Dro, So, oome, help ; well struck ; there was 
blow for blow. 
£. Ant. Thou baggage let me in. 
Luce. Can you tell for whose sake i 
£. Dro. Master knock the door hard. 
Luce., Let him knock *t)ll it ake. 
£. Ant. Youll cry for this, minion, if I beat the 

door down. 
Luce, What needs all that, and a pair of stocks in 

the town ? 
Mr. [toitkin'] Who is that at the door, that keeps 
all this noise ? 
. S. Dro. By my troth, your town is troubled with 
unruly boys, 
£.AuL Arc you there, wife? you miglit have 
come before. , 70 

Adr. Your wife, sir knave I go, get you from the 

door. 
£. Dro^ If you went in pain, n^aster, this knave 
would go sore. 
. Ang. Here is neither cheer, sir, nor welcome j we 
would fain have either. 
Bat. In debating which was best, we shall part^ith 
neither. 

D i j E. Dro 
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£. Dfa. They stand at tM door, mastel' ; \nd them 

welcome hither. 
£. i4;i^ There is somediing hi tke wind, &at we 

cannot get in. 
£. Dro, You would say so, tmisteri if your gkr« 

ments were thin. 
Your cake here is warm within ; you stand here in 

the cold : 
It would make a man mad as a buck, to be so bought 

and sold. 
E. Ant. Gof fetch me something, I*li break ope 

the gate. 80 

S. Dro* Break any thing here, and I'll break your 

knave's pate. 
£. Dto, a man may break a word Hinth you, &ir ; 

and words are but wind ; 
Ay, and break it in your face, so he break it not 

behind. 
S» Dro, It seems, thou wantest breaking \ Out 

upon thee, hind I 
£. Dro. Here*s too much, out upon thee i Ifiray 

thee, let me in. 
S. Dro. Ay, when fbwls have no feathers, and £sh 

have no fin. 
E. Ant. Well, VVL break in ; Go borrow me 2( 

crow. 
£. Dro. A crow without feather ; master, iteui 

you so } 
For a fish without a fin, theriTs a fowl without a 

feather : 

If 
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If a crow help us in, sirrah, we'll pluck a crow toge- 
ther. 90 

E. Ant. Go, get thee gone, fetch me an iron crow. 

]fat. Have patience, sir ; oh, let it not be so \ 
Herein you war against your reputation. 
And draw within the compass of suspe6t 
The unviolated honour of your wife. 
Once this, — ^Your long experience of her wisdom, 
Her sober virtue, years, and modesty, 
Plead on her part some cause to you unknown ; 
And doubt not, sir, but she will well excuse. 
Why at this time the doors are made against you. 100 
Be rul'd by me ; depart in patience. 
And let us to the Tyger all to dinner ; 
And, about evening, come yourself alone. 
To know the reason of this strange restraint. 
If by strong hand you offer to break in. 
Now in the stirring passage of the day, 
A vulgar comment will be made of it : 
And that supposed by the common rout 
Against your yet ungalled estimation. 
That may with fonl intrusion enter in, ' 1 to 

And dwell upon your grave when you are dead t 
For slander lives upon succession ; 
For ever hous'd, where' t gets possession. 

£, Ant, You have prevail'd ; I will depart in quiet, 
And, in despight of mirth, mean to be merry. 
I know a wench of excellent discourse, — 
Pretty and witty ; wild, and, yet too, gentle, — • 
' There will we dine : this woman that I ineapi^ 

Diij My 



y 

^M 
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My wife (but, I protest, without dcsertj 

Hath oftentimes upbraided me withal ; iso 

To her will we to dinner. — Get you home. 

And fetch the chain ; by this, I know, 'tis made *: 

Bring it I pray you, to the Porcupine ; 

For there's the house ; that chain will I bestow 

(Be it for nothing but to spight my wife),- ; 

Upon mine hostess there : good sir, make hast^ % 

Since my own doors refuse to entertain me, 

I'll knock elsewhere, to see if they'll disdain me. 

Ang» 1*11 meet you at that place, some hour, sifj^ 
hence. 

£• Ant. Do so ; This jest shall cost me some ex« 
pence. [Exeunt^ 



SCENE If. 

■■' ■ ' ■ 

Tie House of Antipholis of Ephesus, Enter Lit- 
ciANA with Antipholis of Syracuse, 

Luc, And may ft be that you liavc quite forgot 131 

A husbands's office \ shall, Antipholis, hate, 
Even in the spring of love, thy love -springs rot ? 

Shall love, in building, grow so ruinate i 
If you did wed my sister for her wealth. 

Then, for her wealth's sake, use her with tnor^ 
kindness : 
Or, if you like elsewhere, do it by stealth ; 

Muffie your false love with some shew of blindness t 

X^et 
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Let not my slater i^eid tt in yoiit eye i 

Be not thy tongue thy btini shame*s orator ; 140 
Look sweety speak falr^ beconie disloyalty ; 

Apjparel ^ke^ tike virttie*8 harbinger : 
Bear a fair presencci though yotir heart be tainted ) ' 

Teach sin the carriage of a holy saint ; 
Be secret false ; What need she be acquainted ? 

What simple thief brags of his own attaint f 
*Tis doubie wrong, to trusint with your bed. 

And let her read it in thy looks at b6ard : 
Shame hatha bastard fame, well managed ; 

111 deeds are doubled with ^n evil word. 1^0 

Alas> poor women ! make ut bat believe. 

Being compafi of credit, that you love us ;] 
Though others have the arm^ shew us the sleeve | 

V/e in your motion turn,- and you may movt us. 
Then, gentle brother, get ydu in again ; 

Comfort my sister, cheer her, call her wife : 
•Tis holy sport, to be a little Vain, 

When the sweet brdith of flattery conquers strife. 

S. Ant. Sweet mistress (what your name is else^ I 
kfK)W lioti 

Nor by what wonder you do hit bf mihe) 160 

Less, in your knowledge,' aAd your grace, you show 
not 

Than our earth^s wbnder ; mor« than earth divine. 
Teach me, dear creature, how to thmk and speak ; 

Lay open to my earthy gross conoeit, 
Smother'd in errors, feeble, shallow, weak. 

The folded txKaniilg of your t^vords* de<;eit. 

• ' Against 
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Against my soul's pure truth why Ubour you» 

To make it wander in an unknown field ? 
Are you a god ? would you create me new ? 

Transform me then> and to your power 1*11 yield. 
Bfit if that I am I) then well I know, i^j 

Your weeping sister is no wife of mine. 
Nor to her bed no homage do I owe ; 

Far more, far more» to you do I decline. 
Oh, train me not^ sweet mermaid, with thy note. 

To drown me in thy sister's flood of tears; 
Sing, syren, for thyself, add I will dote s 

Spread o'er the silver waves thy gold^ hairs. 
And as a bed I'll take thee, and there lie $ 

And, in that glorious supposition, think 180 

He gains by death, that hath such means to die :— - 

X«t love, being light, be drowned if he sink I 

Luc. What are you mad, that you do reason so i 

S, Ant, Not mad, but mated ; how, I do not know. 

Luc. It is a fault that springeth from your eye. 
. S* Awt, For gazing on your beams, fair sun, being 
by. 

Luc. Gaze where you should, and that will clear 
your sight. 

8. Am. As good to wink, sweet love, as look on 
night. 

Lut, Why call you me, love } call my sister so. 

$. Ant. Thy sister's sister. 190 

Luc. That's my sister. 

5. AnU No; 
It is thyself, mine own. selTs better part ; 

Mine 
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Mine eye's clear eye, my dear hurt's* dearer heart $ 
My food, my fortune^ and my sweet hope's aim. 
My sole earth's heaven, and my heaven's dailni. 

JLuc. Alk thK my sister is^ or else should be. 

Ant. Call thyself sister, sweety for I mean thee i- 
Thee will I love, and with thee l^ad my Itfe j 
Thou hast no husband yet, nor I no wife : sov 

Give me thy hand« 

Lit€. Ohy soft, sir, hoid you still; 
I'll fetch my sister, to get her gooA-wiU. [Ex* LvC* 

Enter DudMicy &fSj^atuse. 

S, Aid, Why, how now,. Prortilo^ where roo'st 
thou so fast ? 

S. Dro. Do you know me, sir ? am i D/'omio ? am 
i yottr man? am I myself? 

S, Ant» Thou art Dromioi thou art my man, thoit 
ai*t thyself. 

S, Drc. I amanassy I am a woman's man, and be- 
sides myself. Sll 

S, Ant, What woman's man? and how besides 
thyself? 

S» Dro, Mixnyi sir, besides myself, I Sim dtie to a 
woman ; one that claims me, one that haunts me;^ 
one that will have me. 

& Ani. What claim lays she to thee ? 

S, Dn, Marryi sir,' suich a claim tfs you would lay 
to your horse ; and -she would have me as a beast : 
not that, I being a beast, she would have me $ but 

that 
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tlu^t she, being a very beastly creaturcy Uys daim to 
me. sss 

S. Ant, What is she ? 

5. Z)rtf. A very reverent body ; ay, «uch a one as a 
man may not speak of, without he say, sir- reverence : 
I have hfit lean luck in the match, and yet is she a 
wondrous £at marriage. 

S. Am. How dost thou mean, a fat marriage > 

^. Dro. Marry^ sir, she*s the kitchen- wench» and 
all grease ; and I know not what, use to put her to, 
but to make a lamp of her, and run from ber by 
her own light. I warrant, her rags, and the taIlo# 
in them, will burn a Poland winter : if she lives *till 
doomsday, she'll burn a. week longer than the whole 
world. 
. S. Ant. What complexion is she of ^ 

$, Dro, Swart, like my shoe, but her face nothing 
like so clean kept f For why I she sweats, a man may 
go over shoes in the grime of it. 

^. Ant. That's a fault that water will mend. 249 

S. Dro. No, sir, *tis in grain ; Noah's flood could 
not do it. . 

S. Ant. What's her name \ 

S. Dro. Nell, sir ;— but her name and three quar- 
ters <that is, an ell and three quarters) will not mea« 
sure her from hip to hip. 

S. Ant. Then she bears some breadth \ 

S. Dro. No longer from head to foot, than from 
hvp to hip : she is spherical, like a globe ; I could find 
jout CQ^ibies in her* . %y> 
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S. Ant. In what part of her body stands Ireland ? 

S» Dro, Marry, sir, in her buttocks $ I found it 
out by the bogs. 

& AnL Where Scotland } 

S, Dro. I found it by the barrenness ; hard^ in the 
palm of the band. 

5. Ant. Where France } 

S^ Dro,. In her forehead; armM and reverted, 
making war against her hair. 

S, Ant, Where England i s5o 

S. Dro. I looked for the chalky tiff's, but I coulci 
find no whiteness in them s but I guess it stood in her 
chin, by the salt rheum that ran between France and 
it. 

S. Ant. Where Spain ? 

S. Dro. Faith) I saw it not ; but I felt it, hot in her 
breath. . 

S. Ant. .Where America, the Indies ? 

iS. Dro. Oh, sir upon her nose, all o*er embellish *d 
with rubies, carbuncles, sapphii^s, declining their 
rich aspeft to the hot breath of Spain ; who sent whole 
armadoes of carracks to be ballasted at her nose. 272 

S. Ant. Where stood Belgia, the Netherlands ? 

5. Dro. Oh, sir, I did not look so low. To con- 
clude, this drudge, or diviner, laid claim to me; 
caird me Dromio, swore, I was assured to her ; told 
me what privy marks I had about me, as the mark 
of my shoulder, the mole in my neck, the great 
wart on my left arm, that I, amaz*d, ran from her 
as a witch : And, I think, if my breast \a^ not 

'been 
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been made of faiA, and tny* heart of steely sbe had 
transform'4 me to a ourtad-dog, ai|d made me turn 
i* the wheel. tSg 

5. Ant, Go, hie thee presently, post to the road; 
And if the windtilow any way fpoin shore, 
I will not harbour in this town to-night. 
If any bark put forth, come tothe mart. 
Where I will walk, *icill thou return to me. 
If every one know us, and we know none, s^i 

'Tistime, I think, totrudge* pack, and be gone. 

S. Dro, As from a bear a man would ran for liie, 
So fly I from her that would be my wifs. [CkaL 

' £. Ant* There's none but witches do inhabit hcoe f 
And therefore 'tis high time that I were hence. 
She, that doth call me husband, even my soul ^ 
Doih for a wife abhor : but her fair lister. 
Possessed with such a gentle sovereign grace, 
Of such inchanting presence and discourse. 
Hath almost made me traitor to myself : 
But, lest myself be guilty of self-wrong, y» 

VW stop mine ears against the mermaid s song. 

Enter Ancelo, zoith a Chain, 

AHg, Master Antipholis? 

S. Ant, Ay, that's my name. 

Ang. I know it well, sir : Lo, here is the chain} 
I thought to have ta'en you at the Porcupine : 
The chain unfinish'd made me stay thus long. 

S. Ant, What is your will, that I shall do with this? 

Ang. 
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Ang, Wiiat pkase yoursdfy sir; Ihavemadehfov 
ybau 

S» Ant. Made it for me, sir ! I bespoke it not. 

Ang, Not once^ nor twice, but twenty times yim 
have: 320 

Go home with it, and please your wife withal ; 
And soon at supper-time 1*11 visit you, 
And then receive my money for the chain. 

S, Ant. I pray you, sir, receive the money now^ 
For fear you ne'er sec chain, nor money, more. 

Ang. You are a merry man, sir; fare you well. 

[Exit. 

S. Ant. What I should think of this, I cannot tell i 
But this I think, there's no man is so vain. 
That would refuse so -fair an ofFer'd chain. 
I see, a man here needs not live by shifts, %%q 

When in the streets he meets such golden gifts. 
I'll to the mart, and there for Dromio Stay ; 
If any ship put out, then straight away. [Exit. 



Aa IV. SCENE L 

77u Street. Enter a Merchant^ Angelo, and an 

Officer. 

Merchant. 

You know, since Pentecost the sum is due. 
And since I have not much importuned you \ 

E ' . Nor 
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Nor' now I had not, but that I am bound 

S"^ Persia, and want gilders for my voyage : 
erefbre make present satis&dtion. 
Or 1*11 attach you by this officer. 

Ang. Even just the sum» that I do pwc to you> 
Ji growing to me by Antipholis : 
Andy in the instant that I met with yoUf 
He had of me a chain ; at five o'clock, to 

I shall receive the money for the same t 
Please you but walk with me down to his housct 
I will discharge my bond, and thank you too. 

Enter Antipholis of Ephesus^ and Dromio of 

Ep/ifsus, as from the Courtezan^ s. 

Off,* That labour you may save; see where he 

comes. 
£. Ant. While I go to the goldsmith's house^ go 
thou 
And buy a rope's end ; that will I bestow 
Among my wife and her confederates. 
For locking me out of my doors by day.-- 
But soft, I see the goldsmith : — get thee gone % 
Buy tliou a rope, and bring it home to me. so 

£. Dro, I buy a thousand pound a year ! I buy a 
rope! [f^etVDROMio. 

£. Ant, A man is well holp up, that trusts to you ; 
1 promised your presence, and the chain ; 
But neither chain, nor goldsmith, came to me ; 
Belike, you thought our love would last too long, 
\i it were chained together; and therefore came not. 

Ani. 
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Ang, Saving your merry humour, • here*s the note. 
How much your chain weighs to the utmost carrat ; 
The fineness of the gold, and chargefol^ fashion } 
Which do amount to three odd ducats more 30 

Than I stand debted to this gentleman : 
I pray you, see him presently discharg*dy 
For he is bound to sea, and stays but for it. 

£. Ant, I am not furnished with the present money ; 
Besides, I have some business in the town : 
Good signior, take the stranger to my house, 
And with you take the chain, and bid my wife 
Disburse the sum on the receipt thereof: 
Perchance, I will be there as soon as you. 39 

Ang. Then you will bring the chain to her yourself ? 

JE, Ant. No ; bear it with you, lest I come not time 
enough. 

Ang. WeU, sir, I will t Have you the chain about 
youf 

£. Ant, An if I have not, sir, I hope you have % 
Or else you may rcturii without your money. 

Ang, Nay, come, I pray you, sir, give me the 
chain ; 
Both wind and tide stays for this gentleman. 
And I, to blame, have held him here too long* 

£. Ant, Good lord, you use this dalliance, to ex- 
cuse 
Your breach of promise to the Porcupine : 59 

I should have chid you for not bringing it. 
But, like a shrew, you first begin to brawl ^ 

fdit, Theboursteal$on; I pray ypu, air, dispatch. 
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Ang* You heari bow he imporUines me ; the 
; chain^« 

£. AiKt^ Why, gtre it to my w>fe^ and fetch your 
moswy. . 

Ang, Come^ come» you know, I gave it you even 
nov; 
Either send the chain, or send me by some token* 

Ei. Ant* FyC| now you mn this humour out of 
breath ! 
Come, whese's the chain ? I pray you, let me see it« 

Mer, My business cannot brook this dalliance i 60 
Good sir, say, whe*r you'll answer me, or no \ 
if not, I'll leave him to the officer. 

£. Am, I answer you ! why should I answer you ? 

Ang, The money, that you owe me for the chaiiu 

£. Ant. I owe you none, 'till I receive the chain. 

Ang, You know, I gave it you half, an hour since. 

E. Ant, You gave me none ; you wrong me much 
to say so. 

Ang. You wrong me more* sir, in denying.it : 
Consider, how it stands upon my credit. 

Mer. Well, officer, arrest him at ray suit* 70 

Offi. I do; 
And charge you in the duke's name to obey me. 

Ang^ This toiKhes me in reputation :•— 
Either consent to pay the sum for me, 
Or I attach you by this officer. 

£. Ant. Consent to pay for that I never had ! 
Arrest me, foolish fellow, if thou dar'st* 

AMg. 
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Aug. Here is thy fee 5 arrest hiip» officer j-^ 
J would not spare my brother in this case, 
If he should scorn me so apparently « 80 

Offi. I dp arrest you, sir ; you hear the suit. . 

£• Ant, I do obey thee» till I give thee bail :-«< 
But, sirrahy you shall buy this sport as dear 
As all the metal in your shop will answer. 

Ang, Sir, sir, I shall have law in Ephesus, 
To your notorious shame, I doubt it not. 

Enter Dromio £/* Syracuse ^ from the Bay, 

6, Dro, Master, there is a bark of £pidamnum| . 
That stays but till her owner comes aboard. 
Then, sir, she bears away : pur fraughtage, sir, 
I have convey*d aboard ; and I have bought 99 

The oil, the balsamum, and aqua-vitae. 
The ship is in her tpni ; the merry wind • 
Blows fair from land : they stay for nought at all| 
But for their owner, master, and yourself. 

£. Ant, How now 1 a madman ! why thou peevish 
sheep. 
What ship of Epidamnum stays for me } 

S* Dro, A ship you sent me to, to hire waftage.. 

£, Ant, Thou drunken slave, I sent thee for 4 
rope; 
^nd told tluee tp whit purpose, and what end. . 

S, Dro, You sent me for a rope's-end as soon : 
You sent me to the bay, sir, for a bark. 101 

£. Ant, I will debate tl)is matter at more leisure. 
And teach your ears to list me with more heed. 
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To Adriana, villain, hie thee stnught; 
Give her this key, and tell her,, in the desk 
That's coverM o'er with Turkish tapestry. 
There is a purse of ducats ; let her send it % 
Tell her, I am arrested in the street. 
And that shall bail me : hie thee, slave \ begone : 
On, officer, to prison tiU it come* {Examt, 

S. Dro* To Adiiana ! that is where we din*d, 1 1 i 
Where Dowsabel did claim me for her husband; 
She is too big, I hope, for me to compass. 
Thither I must, although against my will, 
For servants must their master's minds fulfil. [Exit, 



SCENE II. 
7%e House of Antipholis of Ephesusn Enter Adjli- 

ANA, and LUCIANA. 

K 

Adr. Ah, Luciana, didihe tempt diee so } 
Might'st thou perceive austerely in his eye 
That he did plead in earnest, yea or no ? 

Look'd he or red, or pale $ or sad, or merrily I 
What observation mad'st thou in this case, iso 

Of his heart's meteors tilting in his face } 
Imc, First he deny'd you had in him no right. 
Adr. He meant, he did me none^ the more my 
spight. 
' Lmc, Then swore he, that he was a stranger here. 
Adr. And true he swore, though yet forsworn he 



Luc, 



r 
I 
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Imc, Then pleaded I for you. 

Adr. And what said he ? 

Luc, That love I begg*d for you, he begg*d of me. 

Adr. With what persuasion did he tempt thy love } 

Lmc, With. words, that in an honest suit might 
move. 130 

First, he did pruse my b^uty f then* niy speeeh. 

Adu Did*st 8peak him fair ? 

Luc, Have patience, I beseech. 

Adr, I cannot, nor I will not, hold me still; 
My tongue, though not my heart, shall h9ve its will. 
He is deformed, crooked^ old, and sere, 
IU*facM, .worse-body*d, shapeless every where ; 
Vicious, ungentle, foolish, blunt, unkind j 
Stigmatical in making, worse in mind. 

Xjfc. Who would be jealous then of such a one > 
No evil lost is waird when it is gone. 141 

, Adr. Ah! but I think him better than I say. 
And yet, would herein others^ eyes were worse : 
Far frpm her nest the lapwing cries away : 

My heart prays for him, though my tongue do 
curse. 

Enter Dromio of Syracuse, 

S, Dro, Here, go ; the desk, the purse ; sweet now» 

make haste. 
Luc. How, hast thou lost thy breath ^ 
S» Dro, By running fast. 
Adr, Where is thy master, Dromio ? is he well! 
S, Dro, No, he's in Tartar limbO| worse than hell : 

A devil 
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A devil in ai^ everlasting garment hath hira^ 15^ 

One, whose ha^d heart is button*d up w^th $tfiel ; 

A iiendy a fairy, pittio3& and rpiigh ; 

A woIf> nay, worse, a fellow all in hxiff ; 

A l^ack-friend, a shoulder-dapper^ one that coun* 

termands 
The passage) of alleys, cfeeks, and nanrow lands ; 
^ hound that runs counter, and yet draws dry-foot 

well 9 
Pne that, before the judgment, carries pofir souls to*^ 
hell. 
Jdr, Why, man, what it the mattev ? 
|S. Dro. i do not know the matter ; he is -rested on 
tlie case. « 160 

jidr. What, is he arrested } tell me, at whose suit* 
<S. Dro. I know not at whose suit he is arrested, 
well ; 
^ut hf *6 in a suit of buff, which ^rested him, that { 

can tell : 
^ill you sendhim^ mistress, redemption, the money 
in bis desk } 
Adr, Gp fetch it, sister .-rThis I wonder at, 

[fxtVLuCIAKAf 

That he, unknown to me , should be in debt f 

ItpW me, was he arrested on a band? 

S, Dro, Not on a band, but on a stronger thing s 

A chain, a chain ; do you not bear it ring } 
Adr, What, the cl)ain ? 1 yo 

S. Dro, No, no ; the bell \ *tis time, that I were 
gone» 



\ 



It was two ere I left hkas, ^uid now the dock strikes 
one. 
Adr, The hours come back! that I did never hear. 
^. Dro, O ye&y If an^ hour v^tX a serjjstot^ a*turas 

back for very ffsar* 
Adr. As if time were ia debt 1 how fondly dost thou 

reason I 
S. Dro, Time is a very bdokn^ut^ and owes more 
than he*s worth, to season. , 
Nay, he's a thief too 3 Have you not heard men say. 
That time comes stealing on by night and day ? 
If time.be in debt» afd thef|t> a^da serjeaat in the way, 
Hath, he not reason to turn b^d( ag houf in a' day ? 

Enter 1.V Qi Pi's K, 

Adr» GOf Dromio ; there's the money, bear it 
straight \ 181 

And bring tliy master homp immediately. — 
Come, sister : I s^m press*d down with conceit ; 

Conccit| my comfort, and n^ injury. [Exeunt ^ 



SCENE ///. 



TAe StretL Enttt Aff tip ho li s of Syniaut. 

S» Ani. There's not a. man I meet^ but dotli salute 
me 
As '}£ 1 were their well-acquainted friend ; 
And every one dotli call me by my name. 

Some 
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Some tender money to me, some invite me ; 

Some other give me thanks for kindnesses ; 

Some offer me commodities to buy : 190 

Even now a tailor called me in his sh(^y 

And showed me silks that he had bought for me» 

Andy therewithal, took measure of my body* 

Sure, these are but imaginary wiles. 

And Lapland sorcerers inhabit here. 

inUr pROMfO of Syracme. 

S. Dro. Master, here^ the g<M you sent me for t 
What, have you got the pi£lure of old Adam new 
appareird } 

S. Ant. What gold is this ? What Adam dost thou 
mean? 

S. Dro, Not that Adam, that ke^t the paradise, 
but that Adam, that keeps the prison : hfe that goes 
in the calves-skin that was kill'd for the prodigal { 
he that came behind you, -sir, like an. evil angel, and 
bid you forsake your liberty. S04 

S. Ant, I understand thee not. 

5. Dro. No } why« it. is a plain case : he that went 
like a base -viol, in a case of leathery the man, sir, 
that, .when geiitlemen are tired, gives them a fob, 
and Vests them ; he, sir, that takes pity on decayed 
men, and gives 'em suits of durance ; he that sets 
up his rest to do more exploits with his mace, than a 
morris pike. si a 

S. Ant, WhAtf tbou meanest an officer? . 
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5. Dro, Ay> sir, the seijeant of the band : he> that 
brings any man to answer it, that breaks his band ; 
-one that dunks a man always going to bed, and saithy 
Cod give you good rest I 

S, Ant. Weill str» there rest in .your foolery. Is 
there 
Any ships puts forth to-night ? may we be gone ? 

5. Dro, Why, sir, I brought you word an hour 
since, that the bark Expeditionf put forth to-night ; 
and then were you hindered by the serJeant, to tarry 
for the hoy, Deky ; Here, are the angels that you sent 
for, to deliver you. 

S. Ant. The fellow is distra£l^y and so am I ; 
And here we wander in illusions : 
Som^ blessed power deliver us from hence I ■ 

Enter a Courtezan, 

Cour. Well met| well met, master Antipholis. 
I see, sir, you have found the goldsmith now : 
Is that the chain^ you promis*d me to^^-day ? s^o 

S. Ant. Satani avoid! I charge thee, tempt me 
not! 

S. Dro. Master, is this mistress Satan ? 

S. Ant. It is the devil. 

5. Dro. Nay, she is worse, she's the devil's dam j 
and here she comes in the habit of a light wench : 
and therefore comes, that the wenches say, God damn 
nUf that's 'as much as to say, God make me a light 
wencA, It is written, they appear to men like angels 

of 



of Ught : i%bt 'is .-an effied of ^rt, and fire will 
burn ; trgo^ light wenches will bam ; Come not near 
her. S4t 

Owr. Your man and you are marvdloui merry, sk« 
Will you go with me i w^*ll mend our dinner here. 

S, Dro. Master^ if you do, expe& q[K)oa-nieat» or 
bespeak a long spiMn. 

5. Ant. Why, Dromio f 

S, Dro. Murry, he must have a long spoon^ that 
must eat with the devtl. 

S. Ant. Avoid then, fiend ! what tell*st thou me of 
supinng? 
Thou arty as you are all, a sorceress : t^o 

I conjure thee to leave me, and begone. 

Cour. Give me the ring of mine you had at dinner. 
Or, for my diamond, the chain you promised ^ 
And I'll be gone, sir, and not trouble you. 

S. Dro. Some devils 
Ask but the paring of one''s nail, a rush, 
A hair, a drop of blood, a pin, a nut, 
A cherry-stone ; but she, more covetous, 
Would have a chain. 

Master, be wise 5 an' if you give it her, ago 

The devil will shake her chain, and fright us with it. 

Cour. I pray you, sir, my ring, or else the chain ; 
I hope you do not mean to cheat me so f 

5. Ant* Avaunt, thou witch 1 Come Dromio, let us 

go. 
5. Dro. Ply pride, says the peacock : Mistress, that 
you know. [Exeunt Ant. and Dro. 

< Cour. 
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Cour, Now, out of doubt, AntiphoHs is mad. 
Else would he never so demean himself : > -.^ 
A ring he hath of mine worth forty ducats, 
And for the tame he promised me a chains ^ . 
Both one, and other^ he denies me now* » . s^o 
The reason -that I gather he iis mad, 
(Besides this present instance of his rage) 
Is a mad tale, he tokl tOi>day at dinner. 
Of his own doors being shut agaiiist to entrance. 
Belike, his wife, acquaint^ withi his fits,. 
On purpose shut the doors against his way. ■ 
My way is now, to hie home to his house, .' 
And tell his wife, that> b^tng luafUic, - • 
He rush'd into my house, and took perforce . . ' 
My ring away i This xou^se I fittest ^husc i \ . <8o 
For focty ducatS; is too much to lose. [ixit. 
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SCENE IT. .;•.-. 

TkeStrat: Enter Ajsriffio Lis ^^9KtiVS,^tAa 

Jaiior. 

■ • ■ • - . ; ". : .'. \ ;. \ 

£, Ani. Fqir ix^e QQ(» mam I wiU not break av.»y $ 
I'll give thee, ere I l^ve thjp^, so nMich mcuiey . i 
To warrant th«e» i^il am Veftc* foc^ . i .. . ^ 
My wife is in a waywar4 mood to-day fr- ... 
And will not lightly trlisttht p»^lf ngisi:* i * 
That I should be attached in ^phlcsps :....> . r . 
I tell you,. 'i^wiU sound JvW!iWy.MVtwrf^r»*r-. . . .^ ^ 

F Enter 






Enter Dromio qf ]^ph€$UAmth « Ropers-End. 

• ' > . 

Here comc$ my wan i I thhiky be brings the mooey. 
How nowy sir? have you thsit I ^atyou for ; s^o 

£, Dro, Here's that,. I waronuit you wiU pay them 
all. 

E.Attt, ButwherA^sithcmoontyJ 

£. Drp* Why, tir, I gav« thenianey for the rope* 

E, Ant. Fnre htuidred .ducats, villain, for a roper 

Em Dro. rU aenre.yoUf sir^ five hundred at the vate^ 

£. Ant» To what end. did I bid.thec hie thee home ? 

£• Dro. To airqpets end» ^r ; and to that end am 
I returnM. .1 

£. Ani: And tOwthal end, air» I will wdcome you. 
. >^ , . . [JoiCs Dromio. 

OJl, Good sir, be patient. 900 

" E.'Dfo. ' Kayv ^s for me to be patient ; I am in 
adversity. 

Offi. Good now, hold thy tongue* 
.^ ^:< Pfj^.^^ij n^thei; pcipuade him to hohi ki» 
hands. 

E. Ant, Thou whorcsoni senseless villain! 

E'. Dm* I would I were sen«SesS| sir, that I might 
not fed^-ycrur blows. 

E. Ant. Thou art sensible in - nothing but blowSf 
and so is an ass. 309 

E. Dro. I am an assi indeed ; you may pro^ it by 
my long ears. I have •served him fir<^ the hoiur of 
may nativity io tl^ instant, and have nothing at hi* 

8 handa 
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hands for my service, but blows : when I am cold, he 
heats me. with beating ; when I am warm, he cools me 
with beating : I am wakM with it, when I sleep ; rais*d 
with it, when I sit ; driven out of doors with it, when 
I go from home } welcomed home with it, when I re« ' 
turn ; nay^ I bear it on my shoulders, as a beggar 
wont her brat ; and, I tlunk, when he hath lam*d 
me, I shall beg with it from door to door. 32Q 

Enter Adrian a» Luciana, and the Courtezan^ with a 
SchoolmasUr caiied Pinch, and others. 

E, Ant* Come, go along ; my wife is coining yonder. 

£. Drc. Mistress, respicefinemt nespcdt your end ; 
pr rather the prophecy, like the parrot. Beware tke 
r^pe^s end. 

£./fii^ Wilt tiiou still talk? [Beat$T>Komo. 

Cour. How say you now ? is not your husband mad ? 

Adr. Hb' incivility confirms no less.-^ 
Good do6ior Pinch, you are a conjurer j 
Establish him in his true sense again, . 
And I will please yoit what you will demand. 330 

Luc* Alas, how fiery and how sharp he lopks I 

Ccur^ Mark, how he trembles in his ecstacy I 

Pinch, Give me your hand, and let me feel your 
pulse. 

E, Ant, There is my hand, and let it feel your ear. 
. Pinch, I charge thee, SathaUj hous'd within this 

man. 
To yield possession to my holy prayers. 
And to thy state of darkness hie thee straight ; 

Fii I conjure 



I cohjufc th66 by all the saints in heavert. 

£. Ant, Peace, doting wizard, peace ;' I am not mad. 
• ' Adr. Oh, that thou wert not, poor ^stressed soul! 

£. Ant, You minion, you, arc thes^ your customers ? 
Did this companion with the saffron face 
Revel and feast it at my hous<^ to day, . ^ 
Whilst 'up6n me the guilty dobrs were ^hut. 
And I denyM to enter in my hobse ? ' 

Adr, Oh, husband, God doth know, you din*d at 
home, - 

Were *wbuld you had remsun'd until this time. 
Free from these slanders, and this open shame ! 

£. i^^. Diri'd I at home ? Thou villain, what say *st 
' ' - thou? 349 

£. Dro, Sir, sooth to say, you did not dine at home* 

E»AtU. Were not my doors lock 'd lip, and I shut 
out ? 

£. Dro, Perdy, your doors were' lockM, and you 
shutout. . ' . 

£. Ant, And did not she herself revile me there ? ' 
'v £ Dm, Sans fable, she herself revil'd- you there. 

£. Ant, Did not her kitchen maid rstil, taunt, and 
scorn me ? 
/ £. Dro, Certes, she did ; the kitchen-vestal scorn*d 
you. 

•£. Ant, 'And did hot I in ragedepait from thfence ? 

' £. Dro, In Verity, you did ; my bones bear witness. 

That since have felt the vigour of his rage. 359 

Adr. Is^t good to sooth him in these contraries ^ 

Pmck. 
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Pinch. It IS no shame ; the fellow finds his vein. 
And, yielding to him, humours well his frenzy. 

£• AtU» Thou hast suborn'd the goldsmith to arrest 
me. 

Adr. Alas, I sent you money to redeem you, 
By Dromio here, who came in haste for it. 

£. Dro, Money by me ? heart and good-wiU you 
might. 
But, -surely, master, not a, rag of /money. 

£. AiU, Went*st not thou to her for a purse of 
ducats ? 

Adr. He c^me to me, and I delivered It. 

Luc, And I am witness with her, that she did. 370 

£. Dro, God andthe'rope-maker^ bear roe witnesi; 
That I was sent for notliing but a rope ! 

Pinck, Mistress, both man and master is possessed ; 
I know it by tlieir pale and deadly looks : 
They must be bound, and laid in some dark room. 

£. Ant. Say, wherefore did&t thou lock me forth 
to-day, 
And why dost thou deny the bag of gold ? 

Adr. I did not, gentle husband, lock thee forth. 

£. Dro. And, gentle master, I received no gold ; 
But,: I confess, sir, that we were locked out. 380 

Adr. Dissembling villain, thou speak*st false in both* 

£. Atit. Dissembling harlot, thou art false in all i 
And art confederate with a damned pack. 
To make a loathsome abje6l scorn of me : 
.But with these nails Til pluck out these false eyes. 
That would behold me in this shameful sport. 

F i ij Enter 
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Enter three or four^ and offer to bind him : ke strives. 

Adr. Oh, bind hiniy bind him, let him not come 

near me. 
Pinch. More company j — the fiend is strong wkhin 

him. 
Luc. Ay me, poor man, how pale and wan he looks I 
Es Ant. Whaty will you murder me^ Thou jailor, 
thou, 390 

I am thy prisoner : wilt thou suffer them 
To make a rescue ? ' 
. Offi. Masters, let him go : 
He is my prisoner, and you shall not have him. 

Pinch. Go, bind this man, for he is frantick too. 
- '' Adr. What wilt thou do, thou peevish officer \ 
Hast thou delight to see a wretched maii 
Po outrage and displeasure to himself > 

Offi. He is my prisoner $ if I let him go. 
The debt he owes, will be requir*d of me. 400 

Adr. I will discharge thee, ere I go froin thee : 
Bear me forthwith unto his creditor, 

\11iey bind Antipholis and Dromxo. 
And, knowing how the dpbt grows, I will pay it** 
Good master doAor, see him safe ConveyM 
]Home to my house.-^Oh, most unhappy day 1 
E, Ant, 0h, most unhappy strumpet ! 
^. Dro. Master, I am here cnter'd in bond for you, 
^» Ant. Out on ihee, villain! wherefore dost tliou 
mad me? 

£. Dro. 
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E, Drtf. Will you be- bound for nothing t be mad. 
Good master; cry the devil. -^ 410 

Luci God help, poor souls, how idly do they talk I 

Adr. Go bear him hence. Sister, go you with me. 
[£;irfttn< Pinch, Antiph.DromiO) &c. 
Say now, whose suit is he arrested at ? - 

Offi, One Angelo, a goldsmith ; Do yoa knbw him } 

Adr. I know the man t What is the sum he owes ? 
■ ^.Two' hundred dudats. 

Adr J Say, how grows it due ? ' 

• Ojfi, Due for a chain, your husband Iwd of him. 

Adr. He did bespeak a chain for me, but had it 
not. ^ig 

Cour. when as your husband^ all in rage, to-dky 
Came to my house, and took away my ring 
(The ring I saw upon his finger now). 
Straight after, did I meet him. with a chain. 

Adr. It may be so, but I did never see it.— 
Come, jailor, bring me where the goldsmith is, 
I long to know the truth hereof at large. 

Enter Antipholis of Syracuse^ with his Rapier 
drawn, and Dromio of Sjyratusf, 

Luc. God, for thy mercy ! they are l6ose again.. 
Adr. And come with naked swords ; let's call more 
help, 
To have them bound again. 42^ 

OJi. Away, they'll kill us; [Tkey run out, 

Manent 
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Matunt An TiFHOUSy and Dromio* 

S> AtU. I see, these witches are afraid of swords. 

>S. Dro, She,, that would be your wife^ now ran 
from you. 

$. 4n^, Come to the Centaur \ fetch our stuff from 
thence : 
I long, that we were safe and sound abroad. 

S, Dro, Faithy stay here this night, they will surely 
do us no harm ; you saw, they speak us fair, give 
us gold : methinks, they are such a gentle nation, 
that but for the mountain of mad flesh that claims 
marriage of me,. I could find in my heart to stay here 
still, and turn witch. 440 

5. Ant^ I will not stay to-night for all the town | 
Therefore away to get pur stuff aboard. { Exeunt. 

ACT F. SCENE I. 



A Street^ befgrc a Priory, Enter the Merchant^ and 

Angelo. 

Angela, 
I AM sorry, sir, that I have hindered you; 
But, I protest, he had the chain of me. 
Though most dishonestly he doth deny it. 

Mer, How is the man esteem'd here in the city ? 

Ang. Of very reverent reputation, sir> 
Of credit infinite, highly belov'd, 
Second to none that lives, here in the city ; 
His word might bear my wealth at any time. 
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Mer. Speak softly : yonder, as I think> he walks. 
Enter Antipholis and Dromio of Syracuse. 

' ' * ■ . * . ' 

Ang, *Tis so; and that self- chain. aboiit his neck. 
Which he forswore, most monstrously^ to have. ; 
Good sir, draw near to me, 1*11 speak to him. — 
Signior Antipholis, I wonder much 
That you would put me to this shame and trouble ; 
And not without some scandal to yours^f, - 
With circumstance, and oaths, so to deny 
This chain^ which now you wear so openly : 
Besides the charge, the shame, imprisonment^ 
You have done wrong to> this my honest friend $ 
Who, but for staying on our controversy, so 

Had hoisted sail,^ a^nd put to sea to-day ; 
This chain you had of me, can you deny it? 

S, AnU I think, I had; I never did deny it. 

Mar, Yes,, that you did, sir ; and forswore it too. 

S, Ant. Who heard me to deny it> or forswear It ? 

Mer. These ear& of mine, thou kuowest, did hear 
• thee : 
Fye on thee, wretch ! *tis pity that thou Hv'st 
To walk whereuny honest men resort. 

S, Ant. Thou art ^ villain, to impeach me thu&^ 
1*11 prove mine honour and my honesty 30 

Against thee presently, if thou dar*st stand. 

Mer, I dave, and do defy thee for a villain. • 

* • {Th^ draw,. 

Enter Adrian A, Luciana, Courtezan^ and others, 

. ^Mr. Hold, hurt him not, for God's sake ; he is mad ; — 

Some 
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Some get within him, take his sword away : 
Bind Dromjo too> and bear them to my house. 
5. Dro. Run, master, run j for God's sake, take 
a house. 
This is some priory ; — In, or we are spoil'd- 

[Exeunt to tke Priory, 

Enter Lady Abbess, 

Abb. Be quiet, people 5 Wherefore throng you 
hither ? 

Adr. To fetch my poor distraded husband lience : 
Let us coHM in, that we may bind him fast, 40 

And bear him home for his recovery. 

Ang, I knew, he was not in his perfect wits. 

Mer, I am sorry now, that I did draw on him. 

Abb. How long hath this possession held the man} 

Adr, This week he hath been heavy, sour, sad. 
And much, much different from the man he was ; 
But, *tiU this afternoon, his passion 
Ne'er brake into extremity of rage. 

Abb. Hath he not lost much wealth by wreck at sea? 
Bury'd some dear friend } Hath not else his eye 50 
Stray'd his affection in unlawful love ? 
A sin, prevailing much in youthful men. 
Who give their eyes the liberty of gazing. 
Which of these sorrows is he subject to ? 

Adr. To none of these, except it be the last ; 
Namely, some love, that drew him oft from home. 

Abb. You should for that have reprehended him. 

Mr. Why, so I did. 

AU. 



Abb. 6ut not it>tigh endtigh. 

Adr, As roughly, as my modesty would let me. ^ 

Abb. Haply, in private. 

Adr, And in assemblies too. 

Abb. Ay« but not raough. 

Adr, It was the copy of our conference : 
In bed, he slept not for my urging it ; 
At board, he fed not for my urging it ; 
Alone, it was the subjed of my theme ; 
In company, I often glanc*d at it ; 
Still did I tell him it was vile and bad. 6^ 

Abb. And tlierefore came it, that the man waft mad t 
The venom clamours of a jealous woman. 
Poison more deadly than a mad dog*s tooth. 
It seems, his sleeps were hinder*d by thy railing ; 
And therefore comes it, that his head is light. 
Thou say*sty his meat was sauc*d with thy upbraidings c 
Unquiet meals make ill digestions. 
Therefore the raging fire of fever bred ; 
And what's a fever but a fit of madness? 
Thou say^st, his sports were hindered by thy brawls : 
Sweet recreation baiTM, what doth ensue, 89 

But moody and dull melancholy. 
Kinsman to grim and comfortless despair ; 
And, at her heels, a huge infettioua troop 
Oi pale distemperatures, and foes to life ? 
In food, in sport, and life-preserving rest 
To be disturb*d, would mad or man or beast i 
The consequence is then, thy jealous fits 
Have scared thy husband £rom the use of wits. 
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Luc. She never reprehended him but mildly^ 
When he demean -d himself rough» rnde, and wildly,— 
Why bear you these rebukes, and answer not ? 91 

Adr, She did betray me to my own reproof. — 
Good people, enter, and lay hold on him. 

Abb, No, not a creature enter in my house. . 

Adu XhtTi^iltx your servants bring my hiisband 
forth. '1 

Abb. Neither : he took this place for san£hiaxy, 
And it shall privilege him from your hands» . 
*Till I have brought him to .his wits again. 
Or lose.my labour in assaying it. 

Adr, I will attend my husband, be his nurse* lOP 
Diet his sickness, for it is my. office ; 
And will have no attorney but myself; 
And therefore let meiiave him home with me. 
. Ahb,. Be patient; for I will not let him stir, 
*Till I have usM the approved means I. have. 
With wholesome- syrups > drugs, and holy prayorSy 
To make of him a formal man again : 
It is a branch and parcel of mine oath* 
A charitable duty of my ord^r ; 
Therefore depart, a^d le^ve.him here with roe. • 110 

Adr. I will not hence, and leav« my husband here; 
And ill it doth beseem your holiness. 
To separate the hnri>and and the wife. . 

Abb. Be quiet, and depart, thou sbalt not have him* 

Luc. Complain unto the duke of this indignity. 

[Exit Abbess 

Adr. Come, go ; I will ia\\ prostrate at h^s feet, 

3 And 
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And never rise until my tears and prayers 
Have nvon his grace to come in person hither^ 
And take perforce my husband from the abbess. 

Mer, By this^ I thkik> the dial points at five :. j £o 
Anohy I am sure, the duke himself in person 
Comes this way to the melancholy vale ; 
The place of death and sorry execution, « 
Belund the ditches of the abbey here. i . .. 

Ang. Upon what cause ? 

Mer, To see a reverend Syracusan merchant^ 
Who put unluckily into this bay 
Against the laws and statutes of this town, . 
peheaded publickly for his oifence.' 

Ang. See, where tiiey come 5 we will behold his 
death. 130 

Zttc. Kneel to the duke, before he pass the abbey. 

Enter the Dukty and ^geon bare-headed \ wit,h the 
Headsman and other Officers, 

Duke, Yet once again proclaim it publickly, 
If any friend will pay the sum for him. 
He shall not die, so much we tender him. ' 

Adr, Justice, most Sacred duke, against the abbess f 

Duke, She is a virtuous and a reverend lady; 
It cannot be, that she hath done thee wrong. 

Adr, May it please your grace, Antipholis, my 
husband,-^— 
Whom I made lord of me and all I had; 
At your important letters, — this ill day 140 

A most outrageous Hi of madness took him ; 
That desperately. he hurry'd through the street- ' 

G (With 
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(With bim his bondman,. aH as mad as he). 
Doing displeasure to the citi2sens 
By rushing in their houses, bearing thence 
Rings, jewels, any thing his rage did like. 
Once did I get him bound, and sent him home. 
Whilst to take order for the wrongs I went. 
That here and there his fury had committed. 
Anon, I wot not by what strong escape, 159 

He broke from those that had the guard of him : 
And, with his mad attendant and himself. 
Each one with ireful passion-, with drawn swords, 
Met us agam, and, madly bent on us, 
Chac*d us away ; !till, raising of more aid, 
We came again to bind them : then they fled 
Into this abbey, whither we pursued them j 
And here tlie abbess shuts the gates on us, 
And will not suffer us to fetch him out, 159 

Nor send him forth, that we may bear him hence. 
Therefore, most gracious" duke, with thy command. 
Let him be brought forth, and borne hence for help. 
Duke, Long since, thy husband served me in my 
wars; 
And I to thee engagM a princess word, 
When thou didst make him master of thy bed. 
To do him all the grace and good I could.—- 
Go, some of you, knock at the abbey -gate. 
And bid the lady abbess come to me 5 
I will determine this, before I stir. 

Enter a Messenger, 

Mas. O miatrcss, mistress, ^hift and suvc yourself I 

My 
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My master and his man are both broke loose, 171 
Beaten the maids a-row, and bound the dodtor. 
Whose beard they have singM off with brands of fire ; 
And ever as it blaz'd, they threw on him 
Great pails of puddled mire to quench the hair : 
My master preaches patience to him, and the while 
His man with scissors nicks Him like a fool : 
Andy sure, unless you send some present help. 
Between them they will kill the conjuror. 

Adr. Peace, fool, thy master and bis man are here; 
And that is fedse, thou dost report to us. 181 

Mm. Mistress, upon my life, I tell you true ; 
I have not breathM almost, since I did see it*^ 
He cries for yon,- and vows, if he can take you. 
To scorch your face, and to disfigure you : 

{Cry within. 
Hark, hark, I hear him mistress 5 fly, be gone. 
JDif^e. Come, stand by me> iear nothing : Guard 

with halberds. 
Adr, Ay me, it is my husband ! Witness you. 
That he is borne about invisible : 
Even now we housM him in the abbey here \ 190 
And now he's there, past thought of human reason. 

£«/^r Antipholis dn</DR.OMio o/Ephesus. 

£, Ant. Justice, most gracious duke, oh, grant me 
justice I 
Even for the service that long since I did thee. 
When I bestrid thee in the wars, and took 
Peep scars to save thy life ; even for the blood 
That then I lost for thee, now grant me justice. 

G ij j£^€on» 
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Mgeon, Unless the fear of dea^ doth make me dote* 
I see my son Antipholis,, and Dromlo. 

£. Ant, Justice, sweet prince, against that woman 
there. , 

She whom thou.gav*st to me to be my wife } soo 
T,hat hath abused and- dishonoured me. 
Even in the strength and height of injury ! 
Beyon^ imagination is the wrong, 
That she this <iby hath shameless thrown on me, 

Duke, Discover how, and thou shalt.find me just. 
. E. Ant, This day, great duke, she shut the doors 

upon me^ 
Whilst she with harlots feasted in my house. 

Du^e. A grievous fault :, Say, woman, did*st thou so ? 

Adr, No, my good lord;— r-mys^lf, he, and my sister, 
.To*day did dine together: So befall my soul, 210 
As thi$ is fals^, he burdens me withal ! 
, Z«c« Ne'er may J look on day, nor sleep on night. 
But she tells to your highness simple truth ! 

Aifg. O peijur'd woman I They are both ibrsworn. 
In this the madman, justly chargeth them* 

E, Ant, My liege, I am< advised what I say ; 
li^e jther disturb*d with the <^0e^ .of wine. 
Nor heady-rash, provok*d with raging ire. 
Albeit, my wroiigs might make one wiser mad. 
This woman Ipck'd me .out this day from dinner : sso 
That goldsmith there, were he not pack'd with her. 
Could, witness it, for he was with me then, . 
Who parted with me to go fetch a chain. 
Promising to bring it to the Porcupine, 
Where Balthazar and I did .diae together* 

Our 
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Our dinner done^ and he not coming diither, 

I went to seek him : in the street I met him ^ 

And in his company^ that gentleman. 

There did this perjur*d goldsmith swear me down, 

That I this day of him received the chain, 330 

Which, God he knows, I saw not : for the which. 

He did arrest me with an officer. 

I did obey ; and sent my peasant home 

For certain ducats : he with none return*d. 

Then fairly I bespoke the officer, 

To go in person with me to my house. 

By the way we met my wife, her sister, and 

A rabble more of vile confederates ; 

Along with them 33^ 

They brought one Piftch ; a hungry lean-facM villain, 

A mere anatomy, a mountebank, 

A thread-bare juggler, and a fortune-teller ; 

A needy, hollow -ey'd, sharp-looking wretch, 

A living dead man : this pernicious slave, 

Forsooth, took on htm as a conjurer ; 

And, gazing in my eyes, fseling my pulse. 

And with no face, as it wef e, out-facing me. 

Cries out, I was possessed : then altogether 

They fell upon me, bound me, bore me thence j 

And in a dark and dankish vault at home s^o 

There left me and my man, both bound together } 

'Till gnawing with my teeth my bonds in sunder, 

I gained my freedom, and immediately 

Ran hither to your grace ; whom I beseech 

To give me ample satisfadlaon 

For these deep shames and great indignities. 

G i i j jing. 
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Ang, >ly lord, in truth, thus far I witness with him ; 
That he din^d not at home, but was lock*d out. . 

Duke* But had he such a chain of thee, or no ? 

Ang, He had, my lord i and when he ran in-here^ 
These people saw the chain about his neck. s6i 

Mtr, Besides, I will be sworn, these ears of mine 
Heard you confess, you had the chain of. him, ■ 
After you first forswore 4t on the mart, . . 

And, thereupon, I drew my sword on you; 
And then you fled intorthis abbey here. 
From whence,.! think, you are come by miracle. 

E. Ant, I never came within these abbey-walls. 
Nor ever didst thou .draw thy sword on me : 
I never saw the chain, so help me heaven I ityo 

And this is false you burden me withal. 

Duke. Why, what an intricate impeach is this ! 
I think, you all have drank of Circe*s cup. 
If here, you hous*d him, here he would have been ; 
If he were mad, he would not plead so coldly : — 
You say, he dinM.at home; the goldsmith here 
Penies that saying : — Sirrah, what say you ? 

'£, DfOi Sir> he din*d with her there, at the Por* 
cupine. 

CouT, He did ; and from ray finger snatch'd that ring. 
V E. Ant, *Tis true, my liege, this ring I had of her. 

Duke. 5aw*st thou him enter at the abbey here } 

Qour. As sure,- my liege, as I do see your grace. 

Duke, Why^ this is starange :, — Go giU the abbess 
hither; 
I think you are all mated, or stark mad. 

[Exit one to the Abbess, 
. s. jEgeon* 
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^geon. Most migpbty duk£, vouchsafe me spe^ a 
word; 
Haply, I see a friend, will save my^ife, 
And pay the sum that may deliver me. 

Duke. Speak freely, Syracusan, what thou wilt. 

j£g€im. Is not your name, sir, calPd Antipholis ? 
And is not that your bondman Dromio ? 290 

£. Dro» Within this hour I was his bond-man, sir, 
•JBut he, I thank him, gnaw*d in two my cords } 
Now am I Dromio, and his man, unbound. 

y£geoH, I am sure, you both of you remember me* 

£, Dro, Ourselves we do remember, sir, by you ; 
For lately we were bound, as you are now. • 
Xou are not Pinches patient, are you,,sif } 

>%eo)i. Why look you strange on me? you know 
me well. 

£. AfU. I never saw you in my life, *till now. 

Ageon. Oh I grief hath changed me, since you saw 
•me last; 300 

And careful hours, with timers deformed band 
Have written strange defeatures in my face : 
But tell me yet, dost thou not know my voice ? 

E. Ant, Neither. 

i£^ron .' D romio, nor thou ? 

E, Dro. No, trust me, sir, nor I. 
.. jEgeoH. I am sure, thou dost. 

£. Dro, Ay, sir ? 
But I am sure, I do not ; and whatsoever 
A man denies, you are now bound to believe him. 

jEgeon, Not know my voice 1 Oh, time's extrc- 
mityl 3U 

Hast 



Hast thou $o crack'd and splitted myjpoor tongue. 

In seven short years, that here my onty son 

Knows not my feeble key of untunM cares ? 

Though now this grained face of mine be hid 

In sap-consuming winter's drizzled show. 

And all the conduits^ of my blood froze ttp ; * 

Yet hath my* night of life some memory. 

My wasting lamps some fadiif g gKmmer left. 

My dull deaf ears a little use to hear : 329 

All these old witnesfies (I cannot -err) 

Tell me thou art my son Antipholis. 

£, Ant, I never saw my father in my life. 

jEgeon. But seven years since, in Syracusa> boy. 
Thou knowest, we parted : but, perhaps, my son. 
Thou sham'st to acknowledge me in misery^ 

£. Ant. The duke, and all that know me in the city. 
Can witness with me that it is not so ; 
I ne^er saw Syracusa in my life* 

Duke* I tell thee, Syracusan, twenty years 330 
Have I been patron to Antipholis, 
During which time he ne'er Saw Syracusa t 
I see, thy age and dangers make thee dote. 

Enter the Abbess^ with Antifholis Syracusan^ and 

D&OMio Syracusan, 

Abb, Most mighty Duke, behold a man much 

wrong' d . [Aii gather to see him , 

Adr, I See two husbands, or mine eyes deceive me. 

Duke, One of these men is Genius to the other ; 

And so of these ; Which is the natural man. 

And which the spirit \ who deciphers them ? 33S 

^. Dro» 
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S. Dro. I9 sir, am Dromio-; oommaivi him away. 

£« Dro4 iy sir, am Dromio ; pcayy let me stay. 

5. Ant. Mgton^ art thou not ? or else his ghost } 

' S, Dro. Oy my old master ! who hiith bound him 

herej . i. i : . 

ABB, Whoever bound him, I will haoat his bonds^ 
And gain a husband by his liberty ir— . . 
Speak, old Mgson^ : if thou be st the man " 
That had*st a wife once call*d ^mllia^ 
That bore thee at a burden two fair sons ? . . . 
Oh, if thou be'st the same vSgeon, ftpeak. 
And speak unto the same u^milia! 349 

Duke, Why, here begins his morning story fight & . 
These |wo Aatipholis^s, these two so like, i 
'And those^two Dromio's, one in semblancei-— 
Besides her urging of her wreck at sea, — 
These are the parents to these children. 
Which accidentally are met together. . 

jEgenn. If I dream not, thou art Emilia ; 
If thou art she, tell me, wher^h.tbat son 
That i^oated with thee on the fatal raft { 

yf^^. By menof Epidamnum, he,.:and I, . 
And the twin Dromio, aU were taken up ; . . 360 
But> byandbyi mde fishermen of Corinth 
x^y force f ook Droniio, and my son from them. 
And me thpy left with those of Epidamnum : , 
What then became of them» I cannot tell ; . 
I, to this fortune that you see me in. 
rJOuAe, Antipholis, thou earnest from Corinth first. 

S. Ant, Ho, sir^^not I j I came from Syracuse. 
^ . DuAe. 
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DuAe, Stay, stand apart { I know not which is which. 

£. Aat,. Icam^ from Corinth^ my most gracious 
lord* 

E. Dto, And I with him. 370 

^ £. Ani. Brought to this town by that most famous 
w»rnor . 
Duke Menaphon^ your most renowned uncle. 

Adn Which of you two did dine with me- to-day } 

S* Ant. I, gentle mistress. 

Adr. And are you not my huiband ^ 

E. Ant. NO| I say,' nay to that. 

iS. Ant, And so do I, yet she did call me so { 
And this Bur gentlewoman, her sj^er here. 
Did call me brother-c-^Wbat I told you then» 
I hope, I shall have- leisure to make goodj. 380 

If this be not a dream', I see, and heau*; 

Ang, That is the chain, sir, which you had of me. 

^. Ant, I think it be, sir; I deny it not. 

E. Ant, And you, sir,' fo(r.this chain arrested mc. 

Ang, I think, I did^ «ir ; I deny it not. 

Adr, I sent you money, sir, to be your baul^ 
By Dromio ; but I think, he brought it not* 

S, Dro, No, none by me. 

S. Ant, This purse of ducats I recov*d from you^ 
And Dromio, my man, did bnng them me 8 390 

I see, we still did meet each other's mair. 
And I was ta*en for hlm,^ and he for mCf 
And thereupon theses Errors are arose. - 

E, Ant, These ducats pawn I for my faither here* 

DuA€. It shall not need, thy fiatther hath hi» life. 



CeuT, Sir, I mnst hare that diamond from you. 

£. Aid, There, take it^i vn^ mticfh thanks for my 
good cheer. 

Abh. Renowned duke, vouchsafe to take the pains 
To go with us into the abbey here,- ' 
And hear at large discoursed all ofir fortunes :— 400 
And all that are assembled in this place, 
That by this sympathized one day*s Error 
Have suffered wrong, go, keep -ti* company. 
And ye shall have full satisfa^ion.-* 
Twenty-five years have I but gone in travel 
Of you, my sons ; and, till this present hour. 
My heavy burden not delivered : — 
The duke, my husband, and my thild^n both. 
And you the calendars of their nativity. 
Go to a gossip's feast, and go with me ; 410 

After so long grief such nativity ! 

Duke. With all my heart, 1*11 gossip at this feast. 

[Exeunt. 

Manent the two Antipholis^s, and two Dromio*s. 

S. Dro. Master, shall I fetch your stuflf from ship-* 

board ? 
£. Ant. Dromio, whatstulF ermine hastthonim- 

bark*d ? ^ 
S. Dro. Your goods, that lay at host, sir. In the 

Centaur. 
S. Ant, He speaks to me $ I am your master, Dromio : 
Come, go with us $ weMl look to that anon : 
Embrace thy brother there, rejoice with him. 

E^iunt AntipholiSi 5. and E. 



S. Dro. ThfieJ&a'fatfriendatyDurraaster'sboitte» 
That kiKhen'd me for you to-day at dinner ; 420 
She now shall be my sister, not my wife. 

E.Dro. Abthinkt, you are my gUss, utd noTmy 
brother:. , . " 

I sfe by you, I am s Gwcet-lac'd youth. 
Will you walk in toseetheir gompingi 

S. Dro. Not I, sir), you are my elder. 

£. Dro. That's a question t ■■ . 
How sitall we try it J 

S. Dre. We will d»-aw 
Cuts for tt)e aenior > till then lead thou first. 

£. Dre, Nay, then thus i . 430 

We came into the world, like brother and brother ; ' 

And now let's go hand in hand, not one before 

anothcc. [Extvnt. 
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ACT I. 

Pagt^, Scene Ep&esus,'\ In the old copy, these brothers 
are occasionally styled, Antipholus Erotes^ or Errotis ; 
and Antipholus Sereptus ; meaning, perhaps— -«rra/icttj, 
and surreptusn One of these twins wandered in search 
of his brother who had been forced from ^Emilia, by 
fishermen of Corinth. The following acrostick is the 
argument to the HUnachmi of Plautus : Delph. Edit. 
p. 654. 

Mercator SicuttiSy cut erant geminijiliii 
£t\ surrepto altera, mors obtigit, 
Nomen surreptitii Hit indit qui domi est 
Avus paternuSf fadt MenacAmum Sosiclem, 
£t is germanum, postquam adoievit, quceritat 
Circum omnes oras. Post Epidanmum devenit : 
' iUcfuerat au£ius Hie surreptitius, 

Aij MenacAmum 



4 ANNOTATIONS UPON ASiL 

Menackrmim civent crcdunt omnes advenam : 
Eumque appellant, meretrix, uxor^ tt socer. 
It se cogncsaintjratres posiremo invicem. 
The translator W. W. calls the brotkers, Menaechmiis 
SosicleSf and Menackmus the Traveller. Whencesoever 
Shakspere adopted erraticus and surreptus "(which either 
he or his editors have mis-spelt) ^hesedistWlions were 
soon dropt, and throughout the rest of the entries the 
twins are styled of Syracuse or EpAesus, 

See this translation of the Metutckmi^ AAong ttx old 
Plays on which Shakspere founded^ $cc, published by 
S. Leacroft, Charing- Cross. 

At Stationers-Kail, Nov. 15, 1613: "A booke 
called Two Twinnes," was "entered by Geo. Norton. 
Such a play indeed, by W. Rider, was published in 
4to< 165^. Afkd Lang^ioe stuspedis >it to be much 
oHer than the date anneg^d; dtlierwise the Twins 
might have been regarded as Shaksipere^s Comedy df 
XrrorSf under another title* St££V£»is« 

Page 5. Comedy of Errors. ] 1 5US5>e<!t <his and all other 
plays where aauch rlinoie is used, and especially long 
hobbliBg verses, to have been amoc^ Shakspere's more 
early prod u6tions. BlacKstoni, 

A play with this title was exliihited at Gray's- Inn, 
in December 1594; but it was probably a translation 
from Plautns. — " After siidi sports^ a Comedy of 
Errors (like to Plautus his Mme^kntus) was played by 
the players : so that night was begun, and continued 
to the end in nothing but confusion and errors. 

Whereupon 
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Whereupon it was ever afterwards called The Night of 
Errors.^* Gesta Grayorum^ 1688. The Registers of 
Gray's -Inn have been examined, for the purpose of 
ascertaining whether the play above mentioned was our 
autlior's ;-^but tliey afforded no information on the 
5ubje6h Ma LONE, 

Line 34. Was wrought by nature^ not by vile offence^ 
All his hearjers understood that the punishment he was 
about to undergo was in consequence of no private 
crime, but of the publick enmity between two states, 
to one of which he belonged ; but it was a general 
superstition amongst the ancients, that every great and 
sudden misfortune was the vengeance of heaven pur- 
suing men for their secret offences. Hence the senti-. 
ment put into the mouth of the speaker was proper. 
By my past life (says he), which I am going to relate, 
tlie world may understand, that my present death is 
according to the ordinary course of Providence 
\torought by nature'] and not the efiedts of divine ven« 
geance overtaking me for my crimes [not by vile offence.} 

Warburtqn. 

133. Booming clean through the bounds of Asia,] In 
the northern parts of England this ward is still used 
instead of quite^ f^^y% p^ffi^lyi completely* So, in 
Julius Cetsar : 

" Clean from the purpose of tlie things them- 
selves," Steevens, 

1^7. wendj] i, e, go. See catch-word Al- 
phabet, 

A i ij 222. 
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222. -—^I skaUlc^os^tndeedy 

For she wiU score your fautt ^pon my paii.'^ 
Perhaps before writing was a gefieral accoiiif>lishment, 
a kind of rough reckoiiiiig concerning wares issued 
out of a shop, was kept by chalk on a post^ till it 
could be entered on the books of a trader. So> 
Kiufyf the merchant, making his jealous inquiries 
Concerning the familiarities used to his wife, Co^ 
answers : 

• <* ^-if I sslw finy body to be kissM, unless they 

wouH have kiss*d the post in the middle of the ware- 
house," &c. Steevens. 

224. Methinks yovT m&Wi iike iiMte^ should be y^ur 
clock.] The only authentiek anient copy 5of this .play 
reads <*your c^o*.*' Mr. Pope^ f believe, mafde the 
change. Malok£. 

237. ——Ahtit flurry scdnce rf yotirs,] ^comce is 

^ead» So in Handety a€t v. *< why does he suffer 

this rude knave now to knock him aiboitt the sconce?** 

Stervbks* 

• 2^^. 6*er-raught — ] ThaXv^ over -reached. 

Johnson. 
So in Hamiet : 

'< ■ certain players 

" We o^er-r aught on the way." Stxev ens. 
255. Tkey sayy tkisioton is fuU of cozenage j] This 
was the chara<5ler the ancients gaveof it. Warburton. 
157. Dark-woiiting sorcerers, that change the ^7id^ 
Soul-killing zuilches^ that drform the body (] Per- 
haps 
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haps the q)ithets have been iBiif>iaced^ and the liaes 
should be read Hius : 

StMil -killing ^cffcerersy ihat-ciange theisihidf 
Dark-working ttntchesy that deform ike body ;] 

By souLkilling I understand destroying the .ratidntal 
facukies by such means ^sixisd^e men fancy tiiemselves 
beasts. Johk^on* 

Witches or sorcerers thesnseives, as well as lliose 
who employed them, were supposed taforfdt their 
souls by making use of a forbidden agency. In that 
sense tliey may be said to. destroy the souls of others 
as well as their own. St sevens. 

s6o. ^-^iheriies ^ sm ;] Sir X. Hanisier read»> A- 
^rUnes^ which, as the aathor has been enu^nenktiRg 
not ads hik persons, seems riglrt . . J o h n so n * 

ACT JL 



Line 14. A D R . TTiere^s none bu t asses wiU he bridled so, 
Luc. Why htad-^rong hberly is lashM zmth 
woeJ] Should it B6t rather be ieas/i'dy 1. 1. coupled, like 
a head-s^ong hound ? 

TJie high opinion I must necessarily entertain of the 
learned Lady's judgment, who furnished this obser- 
. vatioii, has taught me to be diffident of my own, which 
I am now to oflfer. 

The meaning of this passage may be, that those who 
refuse the bridle mus^ bear the lasA j and that woe is 

4 . the 
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the punishment of head-strong liberty. . It may beob- 
served, however, that the seamen still use iasA in the 

I 

same sense as ieask ; as does Greene in his MamiUia^ 
1593* *'ThDU didst counsel me to beware of love, 
and I was before in the lash*^* Again, in George 
Whetstone's CaitU of Ddigkt^ 1576 : « Yet both in 
iasht at length this Cressid leaves.*' Lace was the old 
English word for a cordi from which verbs have been 
derived very differently modelled by the chances of 
pronunciation. So, in Promos and Cassandra^ "^57^ ' 
*^ To thee, Cassandra, wluch dost hold my free- 
dom in a /flcff." 
When the mariner, however, lashes his guns, the 
sportsman Uashes his dogs, the female laces her clothes, 
they all perform one a6l of fastening with a lace or 
cord. Of the same original is the word mndlassy or 
more properly zoindlace, an engine, by which a lace or 
cordis wound upon a barrel. 

To lace likewise signHied to bestow correflion with n 
cord, or rope's end. So in the Second Part of DecAcrU 
Honest Whorey 1630: 

«< . ■ t he lazy lowne 

^* Gets here bard hands, or AzcV correction." 
Again, in The Two angry fVomen of Abingdon^ ^599'- 
^* So, now my back has room to reach 1 I do not 
love to be laced in, when I go to lace a rascal." 

Stesvens. 

30. —start some other where ?] I cannot but 

think, that our author wrote t 

•■ — '■ 'Start some other hare } 
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6o,< ia Af^i^ ^</0 a^t Nothing, Cupid is said to be 
- a go&d h(£Tc-JindcT. } OH N so N . 

I 3u»pe(^ thftt where ^s here the power of a noun* 
So, in Leetr : 

** Thou losest here a better zy^er^ to find.** 
Again, in Tho. Drant's translation of Horace's 
Satires, 1567 : 

«< <they ranged in eatcbe where ^ 

*< No spousailes knowne," &c. 
The sense is, H(m}^ if your husband JLy off' in pursuit of 
^ome other woman? The expression is used again, sc. 3. 
*< II 'his eye doth homage otherwhere,'* 

Stejevens. 

gs, n ■ though she pause ;] To pause is to rest, to 

be in quiet. Johnson. 

41. —foaVd4>€gg^d — ] She seems to mean, by 

fooV d-begg' d patiencey that patience which is so near to 

idiolical simplicityy that yoiir next relation v/ould take 

advantage from it to represent you as ^fool, and beg 

the guardianship of your fortune. Johnson. 

^ ^ , that I could scarce understand them- ] i, e, that 

I could scarce stand under tliem. This quibble, poor as 
it is» seems to have been the favourite of Shakspere. 
It has been already introduced in the Two Gentlemen of 
Verona ,' 

** ^my staff understands me. *• St e ev en s . 

4J3. A?n I so round with you, as you with me-^ He plays 
upon the word round, which 'signified i^AerzW applied 
to himself^ and unrcstrainedj or free in speech ara^ion^ 

spoken 
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spoken of his mistress. So the king, in HanUety bids 
the queen be renmd with her son, JoHNao^r. 

86. -— >-ciZ5r me in leathery] Still alluding to a foot- 
ball, the bladder of which is always covered with 
leather. Steevens. 

99. Of my dcftatures.] By defeatures is here 
meant alteration of features. At the end of this play 
the same word is used with a somewhat difierent sig- 
nification. St E EVENS. 
99. My decayed fair'] Shakspere uses the ad- 
jective gilty as a substantive, for what is gili, and in 
this instance fair for fairness. In tlie Midsummer'* 
ffigkt^s Dreamy the old quartos read : 

♦« Demetrius loves your fair,^* Steevens. 
Fair is frequently used substantively by the writCR 
of Sbakspere*s time* So Marston in one of bis 
satires : 

y As the greene meads, whose native outward 
faire 
*' Breaihcs sweet perfumes into the neighbour 
air." Farmer. 

101. too unruly deer, — J] The ambiguity of 

deer and dear is borrowed, poor as it is, by Waller, in 
his peom on the Ladies Girdle : 

*< This was my heav'n's extremest sphere, 
, <' The pale that held my lovely deer." 

Johnson* 
Shakspere has played upon this word in the same 
?nanner in his Fenus and Adonis : 

<* t^ondling, 
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<< Fondling, saith she> since I have heinm*d 
thee here, 
«< Within the circuit of this ivory pale, 
" 1*11 be the park, and thou shalt be my deer, 
** Feed where thou wilt on mountain or on dale/* 
The lines of Waller seem to have been immediately 
copied from these . Ma lon s . 

102. — — jb<M7r / ant hit his stale."} I believe my 
learned coadjutor mistakes the use of the word stale on 
this occasion. ** Stale to catch these thieves;*' Stale 
here seems to imply the same as stalking-horse-, pretence,* 
I am, says Adriana, but his pretended wife^ the mask 
under which' he covers his amours. So^ in K, John 
and Matilda, by Robert Davenport, 1635, the queen 
says to Matilda t 

'** 1 am made your stale, 

** Theking^ the king your strumpet," &c. 
Again in the old translation of the h/Uncedmi of 
Plautus, 1^95, fxt)m whence Shakspere borrowed the 
expression : 

^' He makes me a stale and a laughing-stock." 

St SEVENS. 

110. I sue, the jewel, best enamelled, 

Will lose his beauty ; and the gold ^ bides still, ] 
I would read : 

■■ a ndthough gold* bides still, &c. 
and the rest, with Dr. Warburton. Stesvens. 

146. jind make a common of my serious hours,} i, i» 
intrude on them when you please. The allusion is to 

tlioie 
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Chose tara^ls of ground destined to common use, which 
are thence called cowtmonj. Ste evens. 

155. and insconce it tao^) A scona was a petty for- 
tificationw * 

■ So in Orlando Fatioso^ ^599? 

^^ Let us to OUT sconce^ and yoti rssf lord of 
Mexico." 
Again.: 

** Ay, sirs, ensconce you llow yott can.**' 
Again : 

** And here ensconce myself daspight of thee.'* 

Stsevens. 
178. Lesk it mah€ you cholerick, &€.] Sir ki the 
%tmng of the SArdif : 

"I tell thee Kate, 'twas burnt and dry'daway, 
** And I expressly am forbid to fx>iich it, 
** For it engenders cAoierj plant<eth anger, •• Sec. 

Stebvbns. 

soo. Not a man of tkose^ But he hath the toit to line 

his hair,"] That is, nose who have more hait than wUj 

are easily entrapped by loose women, and^ suffer the 

consequences of lewdness ; one of which, in the first 

appearance of the disease in Europe, was the loes of 

hair. Johnson. 

So in the Roaring Girl, 1611: 

** His hair sheds qff^, and yet he speaks not so- much 

in the nose as he did before." Stbi tens. 

8 10. i f alsing.'] This word is now obsolete. 

Sj[)«n8cr and Cliaucer often use the verb toyii/!*^. 

Steevens. 
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831. Tliat never wertk were musicA to thine eat.} 
Imitated by Pope: 

" My musick then you could for ever hear, 
<* And ail my wards were mkskktayour ear,"* 

MfiHlefrm S^Ae-to PAaon, Malone. 
242. —— ^j^*5f tAou fall] To/aU x» here a verbF 
aatve. StEEVRWS. 

See catch-word Alphabet* 
857. lam possessed witA an addterate blot ; 

My blood is lidngled witA tAe crime o/lust:^ 
Both the integrity of the metai^or, and the word blot^ 
in the preceding line, shew that we should read: 

witAtAe G R I M E ^ lust : 

i. «. the stain^ smut. So again in this ptsy^A man 

may go over sAoes in tAe grime ofit, Warburton. 

s6i. Being strumpeted] Sfhakspere is not singular 

in his use of this verb. Soin Heywood's Iron Age, i63«s 

" By this adultress baaely strumpeted^** 

. Again s 

« I have strtmpeied no Agamemnon's queen." 

Steevens. 
263. / live dis-stainM, tAou undisAonour'd.J To dis* 
tain (from the French word, destaindre) signifies, to 
stain^ deJiUy pollute. But the context requires a sense 
quite opposite. We must either read, unstained ; or, 
by adding an AypAen^ and giving the preposition a 
privative force, reiA di$*stain*d\ and then it will mean, 
vnstain'd, undefil*d^ Thsobalp. 

I would read: 

J live distainedf thou dishonoured. 

B That 
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That is. As long as thou continuest to dishonour thy- 
self, I also live distained. Re visa L. 
288. — — you are from me exempt,] Exempt, sepa- 
rated, parted. The sense is. If I am doomed to suffer 
tkt wrong of separation, yet injure not with contempt me 
who am already injured • Johnson. 

aplf Thou art an elm, my husband, / a zfine j ^] 

** Lenta qui veli^t assitas 
<* Vitis implicat arboreSy 
*< Implicabitur in tuum 
« Complexum." CatuU' 
So Milton, Par. Lost, B. v : . 

" • — ^They led the vine 

** To wed her elm» She spousM, about him 

twines 
<* Her mamageable arms." Ma lone.' 

295. " idle moss,"] i. e moss that produces no 

fruit, but being unfertile is useless. So in Othelic: 

a ntres vast and desarts idle. Ste evens. 
go.3. the favour'd fallacy , ] Thus the modern 

editors. The old copy reads : 
^--^tke frte^d fallacy. 

# 

Which perhaps was only, by mistake, for 

^-^—the offer'd fallacy,. 
This conjecture is from an anonymous correspondent. 

Stbbvens. 
307. IVe talk with goblins, owls, and elvish sprights',] 
It was an old popular superstition, that the screech- 
owl sucked out the breath and blood of infants in the 
cradle. On tliis account, the Italians called witches, 
v.ro were su pegged to be in^Le manner mischievously 

4 bent 
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bent against children, Strega from sirix^ the screech- 
owl. This superstition they had derived from their 
pagan ancestors, as appears from this passage of 
Ovid, - 

Sunt avida volucres, non quce Phiniea mensis 

Gutturafraudabant ; sed genus inde trahunt." 
Grande caput ; stantes oculi j rostra apta rapines 5 

Canities pennis, unguibus harms incst, . . ^ 

Node molanty puerosque petunt nutricis 
egenteSf 
Et vitianl cuNis corpora Yhpta suis, 
Carpere dicuntur luBantia viscera rostrisy 
Et plenum poto sanguine guttur habent* 

Est illis strigibus nomen : ^ — Lib. vi. Fast. ^ 

Warburton. 
Ghastly owls accompany elvish ghosts^ in Spenser^s 
Shepherd's Calendar for jfune. So in SherringhavCs 
Discerptatio de Anglorum Gentis Origine, p. 333. 
** Lares, Lemures, Stryges, Lamice, Manes (Gastae 
di6ti) et similes monstrorum Greges, Elv^rum Chorea 
dicebatur." Much the same is said in Olaus Magnus 
de Gentibus Septentrionaiibus, p. 112, 113. Tollet, 
Owis are also mentioned in Comu-Copice^ or Pasquil^s 
Night-Cap f or Antidote for the Headachy 1623. p* 38 : 
<' Dreading no dangers of the darkesome nighty 
<( No oulesy hobgoblins, ghosts, nor water- 
spright." 
Again, in the London Prodigal^ a comedy, 1605: 
•< 'Soul, I think I am sure cross'd or witch*d with 
an owl.^^ Ma LONE. 

B i j The 
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The epithet elvish is not in the first folio, but is 
found in the second. St e e v ens. 

3fi6, And shrive yo u ] That is, I will caU 

ycu to confession^ and make you tell your tricks. 

Johnson. 
So in Hamlet: *^ ——not shriving time allow'd/' 

Stsevsns. 



»— fc< 
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Une 4. L/ARKANETf] Seems to have been a 

necklace or rather chain, perhaps hanging down 

double from the neck. So Lovelace in his poem : 

** The empress spreads her carcanets." Johnson. 

** Quarquan, ornement d'or qu*on mit au col des 

damoiselles.*' Le Grand~DiB, de Nicot. 

A Carhanet seems to have been a necklace set with 

stones, or strung with pearls. Thus in Parthauia 

Sacra^ Sec* 1633 : << Seeke not vermilion or ceruse 

in the £u:e, bracelets of oriental pearls on the wrist, 

ruble carhanets on the neck, and a most exquisite fan 

of feathers in the hand.'* Stsbvens. 

16. Marry, so it doth appear 

By the wrongs I suffer/ and the Hows I hear»1 
He first says, that his wrongs and hkws prove him an 
assi but immediately, with a corre6tion of his for. 
mer sentiment^ such as may be hourly observed in 

conversation^ 
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coversation, he observes that, if he had been an ' 
ass, he should, when he was kicked, have kicked again. 

Johnson. 
34* Mome,] a dull stupid blockhead, a stock, a' 
post. This owes its original to the French word 
Mommy which signifies the gaming at dice in mas-' 
querade ; the custom and rule of which is, that a strl^- 
silence is to be observed : whatever sum one stakes, 
another covers, but not a word is to be spoken : 
fi om hence also comes our word mum I for silence. 

Hawkins, 
So in Hey wood's Rape of Lucrece, 1630 : 
<< Important are th' affairs we have in hand; 
*• Hence with that MomeP* 
*( — Brutusy forbear the presence." Steevens. 
g8. patch /] i, e, fool. See catch-word Al- 
phabet. Steevens, 

44. /owe?] V e, 1 oum, . Steevens. 

58. /trow.] The old copy reads, I kope. 

Steevens. 
2^, a/g shall part with neither.'] In our old 

language, to part signified to have part. See Chaucer, 
Cant. Tales, ver- 0504 : 

" That no wight with his blisse parten shall." 
The French use partir in the same sense. Ty r whitt. 

79. bought and sold.] This is a proverbial 

phrase. ** To be bought and sold in a company.'* 

See Hay's Collection, p. 179. edit* 1737. Steevens. 

99. ^-.-^^we'll pluck a crow together,^ Wc find the 

B i i j same 



l9 ANNOTATIONS UPON jiB Ilh 

same quibble on sl like occasion in one of the come- 
dies of Piautus« 

The children of distinflion among the Greeks 
and Romans had usually birds of different kinds 
given them for their amusement. This custom Tyn, 
dams in the Captives mentions, and says, that for his 
part he had 

tan tum ufmpant, 
Upupa signifies both a lapwing and a maUockt or some 
instrument of the same kind, employed to dig stones 
from the quarries. Stbev ens. 

gS . Once thsis-^ycur hmg experience cf ker zoisdom. J 
OncetAis, may mean, Once for aU: let me recommend 
this to your consideration, Steevens. 

ioo« ■ ■ ' — the doers are made against >fla.] To 
make the door, is the expression used to this day in 
some coui^ties of England, instead of, to bar the door. 

Steevens. 

1 08. Supposed by the common roiU] Supposed is founded 
en supposition^ made by conjecture. Johnson. 

The second folio has once ; which rather improves 
the sense, and is not inconsistent with the metre* 

Tyrwhitt. 

115. And^ in despight of roiitth, — ] Though mirth 
hath withdrawn lierseif from me, and seems deter- 
mined to avoid me, yet in des^vight of her, and whe« 
llier slie will or not, I am resolved to be merry. 

RSVISAL. 

131. -^tiatyou have quite forgoti In former copies t 

And 
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And may it be^ that you have quite for gH 
An husband's office? Shall AntipholiSf 
Ev^H in the spring of iove, thy love-springs rot? 
Shall love in buildings grow so ruinate? 
This passage has hitherto labour'd under a double 
corruption. What conceit could our editors have of 
love in buildings growing ruinate ? Our poet meant no 
more than this : Shall thy love-springs rot^ even in 
the spring of love ? and shall thy love grow ruinous, 
even while 'tis but building up ? The next corruption 
is by an accident at press, as I take it ; this scene 
for fifty-two lines successively is stri^ly in alternate 
rhimes ,* and this measure is never broken, but in the 
second and fourth lines of these two couplets. 'Tis 
certain, I think, a monosyllable dropt from the tail 
of the second verse : and I have ventured to supply 
it by, I hope, a probable conjeAure. Theobald. 
Love-springs are young plants of love. Thus in the 
Faithful Shepherdess of Beaumont and Fletcher : .. 
** The nightingale among the thick-leav'd springs 
" That sits alone in sorrow." Stkbvens. 

Love-springs I believe, are not the young plants of 
lovcy but the shoots. Love is here considered by 
Luciana, as a root or stock in the heart of Antipholis, 
the first (or what is called the maiden) growth of 
which having been lopped off by marriage, a reno- 
vation of shoots springs forth. This sense of the 
metaphor is confirmed by the following passage from 
Evelyn : — " There are some who would have no stakes 
cut from the trees^ save here and there one, so as to 

leave 
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leave half the head naked, and the other standing ; 
but the overhanging bows will kill what is under 
them, and ruin the tree ; so pernicious is this half- 
topping : let this be a total amputation for a new and 
lusty SPRING." See Mr. Toilet's note on GwiWflaaj, 
aftv. line 134. 

The MtcA-/«arei SPRINGS, in the passage from the 
Faithful Shepherdess^ are the luxuriant young growth 
of the coppice^ which are even the nightingale's fa- 
vourite haunt. Henley. 
Shall Love in building grow so niiTOitc }] So in our 
author's 119th Sonnets 

** And ruined love, when it is huilt anew. — " 
In support of Theobald's emendation, a passage in 
our author's tenth Sonnet may be produced : 

•* thou art so possessed with murderous hate^ 

" That 'gainst thyself thou stick'st not to con- 
spire, 
•* Seeking that beauteous roof to ruinate, 
<* Which to repair should be thy chief desire," 
Again, in the Rape of Lucrece : 

*< To ruinate proud buildings with thy hours." 

Malonb. 
151. Alas, poor women 1 mahe vs not believe, &c.] 
From the whole tenour of the context it is evident, 
that this negative {not), got place in the first copies 
instead of but. And these two monosyllables have by 
mistake reciprocally dispossessed one another in many 
other passages of our author's works. Theobald. 
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152. Being compaS of cttdiU means, being made aU 
together of credulity. So in Hcywood's Iron Age, 

Part II. 1633: 

** she's comp(iQ 

« Merely of bloo d - ^ * Steevens. 

f^y^ .....^rzraf }i^] is Hght of tonguty not veracious^ 

Johnson. 

, J 75. siveef mermaid,] Aferwaii is only another 

name for ^ren. So in the Index to P. Holland's 
translation of Pliny's Nai. Hist, ** Mermaids in Homer 
were witches, and their songs enchauntemehts." 

Steevens. 
179. «— <w a bed PlltcJu tkee^] The old copy reads 
i-'-^as a bud. 

Mr. Edwards siispe£ls a mistake of one letter in the 
passage, and would read : 

And as a bed Til take them^ and there lye. ' 
Perhaps, however, both the ancient readings may be 
right : 

As a ^«i I'll take M(ff, 8cc. 
t\ €, I, like an inseft, will take thy boSom for a rose, 
or some other flower, and, 

« .phcenix like, beneath thine eye 

<*' Involved in fragrance, burn and die.*' 
It is common for Shakspere to shift hastily from one 
image to another^ 

Mr. Edward's conjefture may, however, receive 
support from the following passage in the Tvjo Gentle^ 

nun of Verona f a6t i. sc 2 : 

« my 
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« m y bosom as a 6ed 

" Shall lodge thee.** Stebtens. 

The second folio has ded* Tyrwhitt* 

182, if she sinkt] I know not to whom the 

l^ronoun she can be referred. I have made no scruple 
to remove a letter from it. The author of the Revisdl 
has the same observation. S r e e v ens. 

The author of Remarks, however, thmks there 
can be little doubt but that the pronoun ihc must be 
referred to Love, that is Vcnvis 5 and Mr. Reed, in 
confirmation of this interpretation, cites the following 
lines from the old ballad of The Spanish Lady : 
** I will spend my days in prayer, 
** Love and all her laws defy.'* 
184. Not mad, but mated,] t. e, confounded. So 
in Macbeth : 

•* My mind she has mated, and amazed my sight-** 

Steevens* 
187. Gaze where] The old copy reads, when. 

Stbevens. 
1 196. My sole earth* s heaven f and my heaven^ s claim.] 
When he calls the girls his only heaven on the earthy he 
utters the common cant of lovers. When he calls her 
his heaven"* s claim, I cannot understand him. Perhaps 
tie means that which he asks of heaven. John son. 
198. -for I mean thee:'] Thus the modern edi- 
tors. The folio reads, 

-^-^^for I am thee» 
Perhaps we should read : 

Jcr /aim tkte. 

He has just told her, that she was his sweet hope's aim. 

So 
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So in Orlando Furioso^ 1594 : 

« like Cassius, 

" Sits sadly dumping, aiming Caesar's death." 
Again, in Drayton's Legend of Robert Duke 0/ Nor* 
mantfyx 

** I make my changes aim one certain end." 

Steevens. 
843. $• Ant. Wkafs her name? 

' S. Dro. NeU^ sir ; hui her name is three quarters; that 
w, an ell and three quarters^ €?c.] This passage has 
hitherto lain as perplexed and unintelligible, as it is 
now easy and truly humourous. If a conundrum be re- 
stored, in setting it right, who can help it ? I owe the 
corredlion to the sagacity of the ingenious Dr. Thirlby. 

Theobald. 

This poor conundrum is borrowed by Massinger in 
TlheOldLaWf 1653: 

** CooA. That Nellyvsis Hcllen of Greece. 

** Clown, As long as she tarried with her husband 
she was Elien, but after she came to Troy she was 
Nell of Troy. 

** CooA, Why did she grow shorter when she came 
to Troy ? 

** Clown. She grew longer, if you mark the story, 
when she grew to be an ell,'* &c. Ma lone, 

257. S. Ant. Where France? 

S. Dro. In her forehead arm^d and reverted^ making 
war against her hair.] Our author here sports with an 
allusion, in which he takes too much delight, and 
means that his mistress had the French disease. The 
ideas arc rather too offcns ve to be dilated, By a fore- 
head 
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head armd^ he means covered with incrusted erup- 
tions : by reverted, he means having the hair turning 
backward. Johnson. 

2^1. — ^to be ballasted] Thus the modern editors. 
The old copy reads only Ballast, which may be right. 
Thus in Hamlet : 

« to have the engineer 

<< Hoits with his own petar.** i. e. hoisted. 

Stbktens. 
275. ''Hissured to her ;] i. e, affianced to . ber^ 
Thus in X, John : 

<< For so I did when I was first assured,** 

Stbevens,. 
&Bo. A^f ^ thinhf if i»y hreast had not been made of 
faith, £?c.] Alluding to the^ superstition of the com- 
mon people, that nothing could resist a witch's power 
of transforming men into animals, but a great share 
o£ faith : however the Oxford editor thinks a breast 
made offixnt, better security, and has therefore put 
itin. Warburton. 

305. at the Porpentine :"} It is remaiieable, 

that throughout the old editions of Shakspere*s plays, 
the word, Porpentine is used instead of Porcupine. 
Perliaps it was so pronouncjcd.at that time. 

I have since observed the same spelling in the plays 
of other ancient authors. Mr. Toliet finds, it likewise 
in p. 66. of Ascham*s Works, by Bennet, and in Stowe's 
Chronicle, in the years 1117. 1 1 35 . St e by E n s. 

aC^ 
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ACT IF. 



Uhm/^.^ VvAUTgilAtTs] A ^t^ai^iaacoiova* 

lued from one shilling and six-pence, to two shillings* 

Steevens. 
8. Is growing to me—- ~] i. e. accruing to me. 

&TEEVBNS. 

95.' ■ V thou peevish skitpyl PwevisA is siify. So 
in Cywihtline: 

'^ Desire my man*s abode where I did leave him : 
<*. He's -strange and^ems^.*' Steevens« 

See catch-word Alphabet. 

119.. Where Dowsabel — ] This name occurs in one 
•f Dray toa*s Pastorals : 

'^ He hady as antique stories telly 

'^ A dau^ter cleaped Dowsabdi^ &c. 

Steevsns. 
t^U ^^—metears tilting m his face f ] Alluding to 
the^ meteors in the sky, which have the appearance 
of Hoes of armies meeting in theshock. Warb^urton. 
The allusion is more clearly explained by the follow-* 
ing comparison in the second book of Paradise Lost : 
** As when to warn proud cities, war appears 
'< Wag*d in the troubled sky, and armies rush 
*< To battle in the clouds, before each- van 
*^ Pjfick forth the aery knights, . and couch their 
spears 

C " Till 
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<* Till thickest legions close ; with feats of arms, 
<* From either end of heaven the welkin burns.** 

Stekvens, 
136. sfy«,] That is, dry^ withered, . Johnson. 

139. Sugmaikalin making y ] That is, mari^j^ 

or stigmatized by nature with deformity, as a token of 
his vicious disposition* Johnson. 

So, in The Wonder of a Kingdom^ 1636 : 
<< If you spy any man that hath a look, 
<< SUgmaticaUy drawn, like to a fury's," &c. 

Stsev£ns« 
144. Sat from her nest the lapwing, 0c.] This ex- 
pression seems to be proverbial. I have met with it 
in many of the old comic writers. Greene^ in his 

Second Part of Om^-Catchingy i59«» «ays : *< Biit 

again to our priggers, who, as before I said, -cry wiik 
the lapmng farthest from the nest^ /and from their place 
of residence where their most abode is.*' And se venA 
others. 

See this passage >'et more amply explained in a n&tt 
on Measure for. Measure^ a6t i. line 374. Stbeveks* 

151. an everlasting ^arw^wr] Everlasting was m 

the time of Shakspere, as well as at present, the nasnr 
of a kind of durable stuff. The quibble intended her^ 
IS likewise met with in Beaumont and Fletcher*^ iFs- 
man Haters 

** -FH quit this transitory 

** Trade, and get me an everlasting robe, 
*< Sear up my conscience, and turn serjeani.'* 

StB EVENS. 

ii9< 
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153. AJUnd^ a fairy, pititess and rough ;} Dromio 
liere bringing word in haste thai h-s master is arrested, 
Scribes the bailiff by names proper to raise horror 
and detestation of such a creature, such as, a dcoily a 
fiendy a wolf, &c. But how does fairy come up to 
these tefrible ideas ? we should read, ajiendy afury^ 
Stc. Theobald. 

There were fairies like hobgobblinSf pitiless and 
rough, and described as malevolent and mischievous. 

Johnson. 

155. A hack friendy a shoulder 'dapper ^ &c. 0/ at- 
itySf, creeks, and narrow lands;] It should be written, 
I think, narrow lanesy as he has the same expression, 
BkAard II, act v. scene 6. 

*' EvensncA they say as stand in narrow lanes/' Grey. 

Narrow-L ANUS is certainly the true reading, as not 
only the rhime points out, but the sense ; for as a 
creek is a narrow-water, forming an inlet from the 
main body into the neighbouring shore, so a narrow 
iand IS an outlet or tongue of the shore that runs into 
the water.— Besides, narrow lam£s and alleys are 
synonymous. Henlby. 

A ikoulder-clapper is a bailiff: 

** fear none but these sara^ shoulder-clappers^* 

Decker* s Satircmastix . Steevens. 

157. A hound that runs counteTf and yet draws dry^ 
Joot wtll\\ To run counter is to run backward, by mis- 
taking the course of the animal pursued ; to drawdry* 
Joot is, 1 believe, to pursue by the track or prick of the 
foot \ to run counter and draw dry-foot well, are, there- 

C ij fore. 



28 ' ANNOTATIONS UPON A8 IF 

fore, inconsistent. The jest consists in the ambiguitf 
of the word counter^ which means the wrong way in ikt 
cAastf and a prison in London. The officer that ar* 
rested him was a Serjeant of the counter. For the con- 
gruity of this jesty with the scene of action, let our au* 
thor answer. Johksqh. 

Ben Jonson has the same expression ; Every Man si 
his Humour f a^ii. sc. 4. 

** Well, the truth is, my old master intends t» 
follow my yo^ngy dry-foot over Moorfields to London 
this morning," &c. 

To draw dry-footy is when the dog pursues the g^nie 
by the scent of the foot 5 for which the blood-hound it 
famM. Grbt» 

1^8. foor souls to hell, 1 i7<;// was the cant term 

for on obscure dungeon in any of our prisons. It is 
mentioned in the Counter-Rat^ a poern^ 16^8 : 

« In Wood.Street*s-Hole, or Poultry'sft^.'* 
There was likewise a place of this name under the E^* 
chequer- Chamber, where the king's debtors were coa* 
£ned till they had paid the uttermost farthing* 

Stbbvbns* 

160. ■ ■ on the case,'] An action upon the case, is 
a general action given for the redress of a wrong done 
any man without force, and not especially provided 
for by law. Gt.BY«- 

167. was he arrested on a band?] Thus the 

old copy, and I believe rightly ; though the modern 
icditors read bond, A bond, i« e, «hi obligatory writ- 
ing to pay a sum of money, was anciently spelt hand. 

Ahamd 
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A ieaai is likewise a neckcloth* On this circumstance 
1 bdtevie tbe humour of the passage turns. 

So> in Hisifiemastixy 1610: 
*< .t ye fast your lands 

** In statute staple, or these merchants* Sands,** 

Steevens. 

179. If time be in debt^'] The old edition reads— 
If / be in debt. Ste evens. 

197. — what have yeu got the piSure old Adam neta' 
spparell'd?'] A short word or two must have slipt out 
here, by some accident in copying, or at press; 
otherwise I have no conception of the meaning of the 
passage. The case is this : Dromto*s master had 
been arrested, and sent his servant home for money to 
vedeem him : he, running back with the money, meets 
the twin Antipholis, whom he mistakes for his mas- 
ter, and seeing him clear of the officer before thtt 
money was come, he cries, in a surprise ; 

Whaty have you got rid of the pi&ure of old Adam net» 
appareWd f 
For so I have ventured to supply, by conjedhire. But 
why is the officer called old Adam new apparelPd ? 
The allusion is to Adam in his state of innocence 
gCMng^naked; and immediately after the fall, beiiig 
doath'd in a frock of skins. Thus he was new ap- 
p^ireli'd : and, in like manner, the Serjeants of the 
counter were formerly clad in buff, or calves-skin^ 
as the author humorously a little lower calls it. 

Theobald. 
Ciij The 
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The explanation is very good, but the text does not 
require to be amended. Jornsoit* 

These jests on Adam's dress are common amoog 
our old writers. So in: King Edaard III. 1599 • 
♦* The register of all varieties 
« SitkQC leathern Adam to this younger hour,'* 

Steevevs. 

2 10. ■ I h e that sets up his rest to do more, expimts 
withkismace^ than a MORKls-^tAe.] Sets:^up hisrest^ is a » 
phrase taken from military exercise . When gun-powder 
i¥as first inventedyits force'viras very wedc compared to 
that in present use. This necessarily acquired fh«« 
arms to be of an extraordinary length. As the artists 
improved the strength of their powder, the soldiers 
proportionably shortened their arms and artillery; so 
that the cannon which Froissart tells us was once fifty 
feet long* was contra^d to less than ten. This prou 
portion likewise held in their muskets; so that till 
the middle of the last century^ the musketeers 
always supported their pieces when they gave fire, 
with a rest stuck before them into the ground, which 
they called setting up their rest^ and is here alluded to. 
There is another quibbling allusion' too to the Ser- 
jeant's office of arresting. WAitBURToir. 
.This conje^ure is very iAgonious, yet the com- 
mentator talks unnecessarily of the rest of a nmakct^ 
by which he makes the. hero of the speech set up the 
rest of a vaishtt^ to do exploits with a pike. The test 
ofa-piio was a common termi and signified, I believe, 
3 the 
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the manner in which it was fixed to receive the rush 
ofthe^nemy. Johnson. 

Dr. Jdiinson^s explanation of the fwf of a pike is 
given witlioiit any dear idea of his subjedl ; for 
how can a thing, which is represented by him as 
having a positive and distin6t existence, be at the 
sanie time a mode only of some other thing, which 
depends for its efficacy- upon it ? — But, exclusive of 
this confusion, if sl pike ever HADa rest, its primary 
use must have been to support the staff in charging an 
enemy, unless the weapon were merely defensive; 
and if the pike were only a weapon of defence, as 
described by the doctor, it would ill suit the purpose 
to which Shakspere has applied it :•— ^* he that sets up 
iUi REST to do more exploits with his ntace^ than a 
morris-pike,** 

The phrase, Ae that sets up his rest, in iWs instance, 
signifies only, I believe he that trusts— « confident in 
its expeQation* Thus, Bacon :— " Sea-fights have 
been final to the war, but this is, when princes set up 
their rest upon the battle/* Again, - Clarendon— 
•< they therefore resolved to set up their rest upon 
that stake, and to go through with it, or perish/* 
This figure of- speech is certainly derived from M* 
ifEST which Dr. Warburton has described,' as that 
was the only kind of rest which was ever set up. 
The REST^ir the spear was of quite another nature. 
Dr. Johnson, however, seems to have supposed that 
the spear was the same weapon with the pike ; but they 
■vfrcrc very diflferent, and though the spear, in tilting, was 

used 
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used with a rest^ neither the^iA^, nor mace (on which 
Shakspere here quibbles) ever was. Henley. 

fii2. A morris'piAe,'} This is mentioned by the 
old writers as a formidable weapon. '' More^ika 
(says Langley in lus translation oi Poly dare Virgil) were 
used first in the siege of Capua.*' And in Reynard^ % 
Deliverance of certain Christians from the Turks^ ** the 
English mariners laid about them with brown bills, > 
halberts, and morrice-pikesJ*^ Fa R M s R. 

Polydore Virgil does not mention morris-pikes at the 
siege of Capua, though Langley*s translation of him 
advances their antiquity so high. Tollbt. 

So in Heywood's King Edward IV. 1626 : 
" Of the French were beaten down 
" MitTrru-^i^Mandbowmen^*' &c. 
Again, in Holinshed, p. 816 : 

•* - they entered the gallies again with mor^ 

ris-pHes, and fought,** &c. Stbevbns, 

Morris'piAeSf or the pikes of the Moors, were ex- 
cellent formerly ; and since, tlie Spanish pikes have 
been equally famous. See Hartlib*s Legacy, p. 48. 

TOLLET. 

8^3. ^-^-^if you do expfSi spoon-meatf or Uspeak a 
long spoon,"] Or, which modern editors have thrown 
out of the text, signifies, before. Of this use of the 
word many instances occur in anoient writers. So in 
Arden of FeversAam, 1592 : 

*' He shall be murdered ^the guests come in.'* 
See a note on King JAn, adt iv. scene 3. Stbevens. 

The 



A3 IF* THE COMEDY OP ERRORS. 33 

The author of the Remarks thinks the passaige er- 
roneously poi^tedi and says^ that or is a. mistake for 
and, 

Omr. We'll mend our dinner here, 

5. DrOf Master, if you do, expe6t spoon-meat, and 
bespeak a long spoon. 

. 33o» a schoolmaster catted PincAy] Thus 

the old copy : in many country villages the pedagogue 
is still a reputed conjurer. 

So, in Ben Jonson*s Stapte of News : 

*^ I would have ne*er a cunning schoole-master in 
England : mean a cunning man as a schoole-master ; 
that is a con/vri^vr,*' &c« . St E evens* 

. 38 s. Mistressj respice fiuem, rapeS your end % or 
rather the prophecy^ tiht the parrot^ Beware the ropers end. ] 
These words seem to allude to a famous pamphlet of 
that time, wrote by Buchannan against the lord of 
Liddington ; which ends with these words, Respice 
jaiem^ respice funem. But to what purpose, unless our 
tuthor could shew that he could quibble as well in 
English^ as the other in Latin, I confess I know not* 
As for prophesying tike the parrot, this alludes to 
people's teaching that bird unlucky words ; with 
which, when any passenger was otfended, it was the 
standing joke of the wise owner to say, Take heed, sir^ 
my parrot prophesies* To this Butler hints, where» 
speaking of Ralpho's skill in augury, he says : . 
^^ CoiUd teUuthat suittest parrots tnean^ 
*^ Xi^ iptak and think contrary ciean i 

« IVhat 
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*• What mtmber His of whom they ialk^ 
" When thfy cry rope, and walk, knave, walk!'* 

Warburton. 
So in Decker*s Satiromastix : 

** But come, respicejunem,** Steeveks.* 

356. CerteSf ] i. e . certainly, Steevens. 

Kitchen-xfeaal,'] Her charge being like that of the 

vestal virgins, to keep the fire burning . Johnson. 

396. — thou peevish officer ?] This is the second 

time that in the course of this play, peevish has been 

used ioT foolish. Steevens. 

406. ——-unhappy strumpet r\ Unhappy is here 

used in one of the senses of unlucky^ i. e. mischievims. 

Steevens* 
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Line 64. IHE copy] i. e. the theme. We still talk 
of setting copies for boys . Steevens. 

81. But moody and dull melancholy ^ &c.] So in King 
Henry VI. Parti. 

** But rather moody mad ." Ma lom e. 

82. Kinsman to grim and comfortless despair ;] Shak- 
fipere could never make melancholy a male in this line, 
and a female in the next. This was the foolish in- 
sertion of the first editors. I have therefore put it 
into hooks, a$ spurious, Wailbvb.ton. 

The 
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The defective metre of the second line, is a plain 
proof that some dissyllable hath been dropped there. 
I think it therefore probable our poet may have 
written : 

Soteet recreation harr*d^ tohat doth ensues 
But moodie [moping] and dull melancholy^ 
Kinsman to grim and comfortless despair? 
Andf at their heels, a huge infeBious troop, 

RsvtsAL. 
Kinsman means no more than near relation* Many 
words are used by Shakspere with much greater lati- 
tude. Remarks. 
. 83. Andy at her heels^ a huge infeBious troop, "^ I have 
00 doubt that the emendation proposed by Mr. Heatli 
[" their heels**"} is right. In the English manuscripts 
of our author's time the pronouns were generally ex- 
pressed by abbreviations. In tliis very play we 
have already met their for her, which has been rightly^ 
amended : 

** Among my wife and their confederates—*.** 
A6t iv. scene i. Malone. 

107. — a formal man again .*] See catch-word Al- 
phabet. Steevens. 
tS3. The place 0/* death, and sorry executiony'} Tlie 
first and second folio read — <' the place of depth.** 
Mr. Rowe made the change.. . Malone. 
——sorry executiony} So in Macbeth: 
** Oi sorriest fancies yourx:ompanions making.** 
Sonyy had anciently a stronger meaning than^ at 
present. Stbevens, 

Thus,. 
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Thus, Macbeth looking on his bloody hands alter 
th^ murder of Dtincan : 

<* This i^ a forT^.sight!" Ue«lxt«> 

1 39* Whom I made lord of me, and all I hadf 

At, ymr important lUtersy ■■ ■ } Impartaa 
seems to b^ for importunaU* Johnson. 

So in one of Shakspere's Historical pkys : 
« ■ I great Frai^e 

'< My mourning and rm/vrton/ tears hath pitied. 
Again, in George Whetstone's. Gudlr of Bt&gkt^ 

' < - — ^yet won by importance accepted his courtage. " 
Shakspere^ who gives to iiU n^tiona the ciistonos of 
his own, sterns, from thia passage! ta allude to a cauH 
of xaarM iA EphftluSN 

Th$. covjt of tmrdf waft always considered as a 
gfievous oppression. It is glanced at as ebrly. as isf 
t^ old morality, of Hyck^ Stoxner : 

" these ryche men ben unkinde: 

" Wydowcs do curse lordes and-gentylUnen. 
<< For they contrayne them to marry antk th^rmaif 
•* Ye, whedcr they myll or no^** St« e v rr s. 
148^ — to take order] i. ^ . to take measure. So, in 
Qibelloy a6lv. ' 

** Honest ragahathia!^««r</^rfbrit.'* Stbb^ve^nsC . 
152^ Jndy with his mad aftendsmt akd kdmself^] We 
sliould read : 

' ' - MAP Aimsel/', - WARBI^RtON. 

We might read, 

An4 
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And here his mad atttndagU and himself. 

Steevbns. 
179. Bfaten the maids a-row] t. e. Successively, one 
after another. 
So in Chaucer's Wife ofBath^ Tale v. 6S36, late edit. 
'< A diousand times a^row he can hire kisse.'* 

» St E EVENS.* 

173. Whose beard they have singed of. toith brands of 

fire\\ Such a ludicrous circumstance is not uni^prthy 

of the farce in which We find it introduced ; but is 

rather out of place in an epick poem^ amidst all the 

horrors and carnage of a battle : 

<< Obvius ambustum torrem Corynasusab ara 
** Corripitl et vententi Ebuso plagdmque ferenti^ 
•* Occupat osjlammis. Olli ingens barba reluxit, 
*' Nidoremque ambusta dedit:^* ' ^ 

Virg. ^neid; lib. xii. 298. Steevbni. 
Shakspere was a great reader of Plutarchy where he 
might have seen this method of shaving in the life of 
Dion. p. 1^7, 4to. "See filorth'S translation, in which 
Mfaj^i may be translated brand&r S. W. 

1 77. His man with scissors nicks him like a fool ;] The 
force of this allusion I am unable to explain. Per- 
haps it was once the custom to cut the hair of ideots 
or jesters close to their heads. There is a proverbial 
simile— "'Like crop the conjurer;'* which might have 
been applied to either of these characters , St e evens. 
There is. a penalty of ten shillings in one of king 
Alfred's ecclesiastical laws, if one opprobriously 5^tft/« 
a coiQinon man like a fooi. To lle t. 

D 207. 



38 ANNOTATIONS UPON AB V. 

207. zoitk harloi s ■ ■ ] Antipholis did not suspe^ his 
wife of having entertained courtezans, but of having 
been confederate with cheats, to impose on him and 
abuse him, therefore he says to her, aft i. sc. 4? 

i "are these your customers, &c. 
By this description he points out IHnch and his fol- 
lowers. 

Harbt was a term of reproach applied to cheats 
among men, as well as to wantons among women. 
Thus, in the Fox^ Corbacchio says to Volpone : 

« ^^Out harlot /" 

Again, in Hie Winter* s TaU : 

« i-for the harlot king 

** Is quite beyond mine arm^— '• 
The learned editor of Chaucer's Canterbury TaUs, 
4 vol. 8vo« 1775) observes, that in The Romaunt of 
the Rose, v 6068, Xin^^Z/ariSo/is is Chaucer*s Trans- 
lation of Roy des rihaulx, Chaucer uses the word more 
than once : 

<' A sturdy harlot went hem ay behind, 
<* That was hir hosts man," &c. 

Sompnoures Tale^ v. 7335. 
Again, in the Dyers* Play, among the Chester Col- 
ledlion in the Museum, Antichrist says to the male 
charafters on the stage : 

*' Out on ye harlots, whence come ye ?" 

Stbevfns.. 

2 16. / am advised ] 1. e. I am not going to 

speak precipitately or rashly, but on refleftion and 
consideration. Stieybms.- 

««4. 
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284. matedf'\ 1. 1, wild, foolish, from the Italian 
motto. 

** I think you are aW/ools or madmen." 

301. dtfomud] for deforming. St REV BUS, 

302. strange defeatures] Dejeatureis the privative 

of Jeature* The meaning is, time hath cancelled my 
features. Johnson. 

Defeatures are undoings, miscarriages, misjbrtunes ; 
from defaire, Fr. So, in Daniel's Complaint of Rosa* 

«w«^> ^599- 

** The day before the night of my defeature, 

(x. e. undoing) 
*' He greets me with a casket richly wrought." 
The sense is, I am deformed, undone, by misery* 
Misfortune has left its impression on my face. 

Steevens. 
I rather think defeatures mean here, as in another 
place in this play, alteration of feature, or deformity. 
So in our author's Venus and Adonis, 1593 : ' 

*' ^To cross the curious workmanship of 

Nature, 
*' To mingle beauty with infirmities, 
'* And pure perfection with impure defeature J** 
If we understand by defeatures, in this place, mis^ 
carriages, or misfortunes, then we suppose ^geon to 
say, ** that careful hours, i. e. misfortunes, have writ- 
ten misfortunes in his face." Ma lone. 
Defeatures are certainly neither more nor less than 
features; as demerits are neither more nor less than 
merits. Time, saysiEgeon, hath placed new and strange 

D i j features 
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featurti in ray face $ t. f . givefi it quite a different ap- 
pearance; no wonder therefore thou do»t not know 
me. Remarks. 

314. . .. thii grained ^f] «, t, fiirrow'd, like the 
grain of wood. So in Coriolanus ^* 

" my graintd zsh.** StSEVfiNS. 

321. All these old witnesses (I cannot err) I believe 
should be read : 

AU those OLD witnesses cannot err* 
i, e, all these continue to testify that I cannot ^rr, and 

tell ItiC, &C. WAkBtJRTOM. 

The old reading is the true one, as well ns the most 
poetical. The words, / cannot err, should be thrown 
into a parenthesis. By old witnesses, I believe he means 
experienced, accustomed ones, which are therefore less 
likely to err. So in the Tempest: 

" If these be triie spies that I wear in ifty head," 

&C. STItEVENS. 

- 353. Besides her urging of her wreck at sea,'] This is 
one of Sbakspere's oversights. The abbess has not 
so much as hinted at the shipwreck. Perhaps, indeed, 
this and the next speech should change places. 

Steevens* 

That however would scarcely remove the difficulty : 
the next speech is ^Sgeon's : both it and the following 
one should precede the duke's 5 or there is possibly a 
line lost. Remarks, 

405; Twenty-five year s . 1 ■] ill former rdi- 
tions : 

Thirty- three ycars^ 

»Tis 



AEl V. THfe COMEDY OF ERRORS, 4I 

'Tis iftijfjossible the poet should be so forgetful^ as td 
design this number here : and therefore I have ven# 
turcd to alter it to twenty-Jive^ upon a proof, that, I 
thmk, amounts to demonstration. The number, t 
presume, was at first wrote in figures, and perhaps, 
blindly ; and thence the mistake might arise« 
^geon, in the first scene of the first a6t, is pre* 
cise as to the time his son left him, in quest of his 
brother : 

My youngest doy, and yet my eldest care. 
At eighteen years Became inqitisitive 
After his brother, &c. 
Aod how long it was from the son*s thus parting from 
his father, to their meeting again at Ephesus, where 
.ffigeon, mistakingly, recognizes the twin-brother, for 
him« we as precisely learn from another passage in the 
fifth aft J 

^ge. But seven years since, in Syracusa bay, 
Thou hnowest toe parted ; 
So that these tWo numbers, piit together, settle the 
date of their birth beyond dispute. Th e o b a ld, 

407. My heavy burden not delivered:"} The old 
copy reads — ** are delivered." I believe, tlie author 
wrote : 

My heavy burdens are not delivered. 

Printers sometimes omit words, but never insert a 

new word not in the manuscript, except where they 

mistake one word for another. — ^The compositor's eye 

nught have passed over the word not ; but are could 

scarcely 



4? 



ANNQTATIONS, &C, 



Aav, 



scarcely have been printed by mistake instead of it. 

Malonb. 

411. Afttr so long griefs such nativity!'] She has 

just saidy that to her, her sons were not iom till 

now. Stbbvins. 



THE END. 




i 



